
From the President . . .

With barely time to say goodbye to Summer, we are busily planning
for several exciting Fall events!

We are all looking forward to this expanded version of Heritage
Day on September 22nd.  It has created more work and therefore a
need for more volunteers, but we’re hoping for a beautiful day and a
great turnout!

Seats for our Bus Tour on October 19th to New York City are
still  available.  We hope you will join us and make this trip a
success!

If you live in one of the many historical homes in this area, keep
Saturday morning, October 20th, open for our Historic Site
Research Workshop.  With a knowledgeable facilitator and a small
fee, you can learn how to research your property—as well as
purchase an historic marker at a special rate!

You will soon be receiving your invitation to our fundraising
event on November 2nd, “An Evening of Antique Appraisals,”
which should prove to be a lively social event—and an opportunity
to learn about your valuable (or not-so-valuable) antiques. A not-to-
be-missed event!

On November 4th, we will again honor our Veterans with a
special Military Room Exhibit, followed soon after on November
11th by our Annual Veterans Day Dinner—plans are in the making
for that.  And here come the holidays!

I look forward to welcoming you to our events and hope you will
continue to support The Society in all we do—through attendance,
through volunteerism, through your financial assistance.

If you would like to discuss how you can help, I can be reached at
610-489-3736 or info@trappehistoricalsociety.org.

. . . Myrna Knaide

Annual Heritage Day
Our Annual Heritage Day celebration will be held this
year on Saturday, September 22nd.  The grounds of
the Henry Muhlenberg House, from 10:00am until
4:30pm, will be returned to the days of colonial crafts
and celebration. This year’s event commemorates the
230th Anniversary of Washington’s Army encamp-
ment in Trappe following the Battle of Brandywine.

We have expanded this year’s event in order to
allow more time for visitors to view the exhibits,
enjoy the food and refreshments, and experience first-
hand this period of history.  Docents will be available
throughout the day to guide visitors through the Henry
Muhlenberg House.

Thanks to Dona M.
McDermott who is coordi-
nating this event, it promises
to be an exciting and festive
day.  Among the crafters will
be a Blacksmith, Fraktur,
Cording, Joiner, Toymaker, 

Lacemaker, Papermaker, Clear Toy Suckers, 18th
Century Doll’s Clothing—and more!  Children can
create a Lavender Sachet, Color a Theorem, and make
a flag, as well as enjoy hot dogs and pretzels.

Learn from the exhibitors at Heritage Day who have
not only learned their craft but have also thoroughly
researched that craft to best understand its place in
our history.

A $2.00 per person donation will be appreciated to
help cover expenses. Parking is available at St. Luke’s
UCC directly across from the Henry Muhlenberg
House.  In case of rain, the event will be moved to
Moyer Hall at St. Luke’s.

Bring your family, friends,
and neighbors on Saturday,
September 22nd, learn about
the rich heritage of our area,
and enjoy this day of living
history in Trappe.

Give us a call if you would
like to help out on Heritage Day.  There’s always a lot
to be done, tables to be manned, and visitors to be
welcomed!

For information, please call 610-489-7560 on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings, or visit our website
at trappephistoricalsociety.org. �

  October Bus Tour  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  New York City

There’s still time to sign up for our trip to New York City on
Friday, October 19th!

First to Radio City for a backstage tour, on to
lunch at Hurley’s Restaurant, followed by
a ferry ride from Battery Park to Ellis
Island.

Questions?  Call 610-489-7560

To sign up, call 610-489-7266
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From The Journals of
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg

1777

September 18, Thursday.  Yesterday and all
night we had cold, stormy wind without rain.  This
has lowered the high rivers and gives both armies
an opportunity to march across in either direction. 
Early this morning my son Heinrich’s parents-in-
law sent their best household goods farther up to
New Hannover.  Poor Widow Z[immerman]
returned today from New Hannover.

I have often been advised to flee farther away
because their treatment of preachers is barbarous
and merciless, etc.  But whither?  What God has
decreed for me in the course of events I cannot
escape, no matter where I go.

September 19, Friday.    In the morning we had
some peace.  Toward noon Mr. Andreas Burghard
arrived in a stagecoach in which he had his wife
and children and Mr. Foulk’s wife and children. 
They fled from Philadelphia early in the morning
because the city was in an uproar and turmoil last
night and it was said that the British were near the
city, whereupon all who wished or were able to
flee set out.  They would have been glad to stay
with us, but we seemed to be nearer rather than
farther from the danger.  Accordingly they drove
on with heavy hearts along the road to Reading
and Tolpehaken.  Received news in the afternoon
that the British troops had marched across toward
Providence on the other side of and farther down
the Schulkiel.  Their camp could be seen, I was
told, through a fieldglass.  The American troops
then marched through the Schulkiel, four miles
from us, and came out on the road to Philadelphia
at Augustus Church.  They had to wade through
the river up to their chests.  His Excellency
General W[ashington] was himself with the troops
who marched past here to the Perkiome.  The
passage of the troops lasted through the night and
we had all kinds of visitors, officers, etc.  To get
wet up to one’s chest and then to march in the
cold, foggy night while enduring hunger and thirst,
etc. is hard for the poor men.  It takes courage,
health, etc.  But instead of prayers, what one hears
from many of them is the horrible national vice: 
cursing.

This afternoon my son Heinrich came from
Philadelphia to put his family at rest.  After my
weak prayer I drew the verse, “Thou  therefore
endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ,” etc.  At midnight a regiment camped on
the street in front of my house.  Some vegetables
and chickens were taken, and a man with a flint
came to my chamber, demanded bread, etc.

  C  E  R  T  I  F  I  C  A  T  E     O  F     G  I  F  T

    PAINTING  THE HENRY MUHLENBERG HOUSE  for

We have finally reached our goal of $3,790 for
painting the Henry Muhlenberg House, which was
completed last Fall!!

Thank you everyone whose
generous donations have brought
us to success!!!

“An Evening of Antique Appraisals”
Efforts toward our  exciting fundraiser are now well under way, and you will
soon be receiving your invitation to “An Evening of Antique Appraisals.” It is
scheduled for November 2nd, 6:30pm, at Columbia Station in Phoenixville.

Linda Wiernusz, Chair of this event, is actively seeking sponsors.  If you or
your organization would be interested in becoming a sponsor, please let us
know (610-489-7560).  All proceeds will be used to help maintain our two
sites, The Dewees Museum and the Henry Muhlenberg House.

Three experts from Alderfer Auctions of Hatfield will perform the
appraisals.  Cost will be $35, allowing one appraisal per person.  A lavish
buffet will be enjoyed throughout the evening.

This promises to be a gala event for all the community to enjoy—so mark
your calendars now!  Your support of this fundraiser will enable continued
stewardship of our valuable sites. �

A Wealth of Artifacts
Thanks to many generous donors, the Society has accumulated a wealth of
artifacts, some of which reflect the history of the Muhlenberg family, and
some of which reflect the history of the area.

Because the Museum Committee appreciates the need to accurately
identify and evaluate each item as it is presented, they have renewed their
efforts to collect as much information as possible.  New forms have been
developed that must be completed as each item arrives at the Society.

If you have an item to donate or loan, please take time to stop at the
office and fill out the form, listing as much information as you can,
including a description, date of origin or acquisition, place of origin,
previous owner(s), value (if possible), and any knowledge you can provide. 
These forms will then be filed appropriately and the items easily located as
exhibits are prepared and rotated.

Your understanding will be very much appreciated and these steps will
enable the Historian and the Museum Committee to offer meaningful,
interesting, and educational exhibits for all to enjoy.

At the request of the Historian and the Museum Committee, I have reiterated
my message from the February 2007 issue, because it is so important to their
work of appropriately identifying, assigning, and displaying artifacts.  Your
extra efforts will allow them do their work more efficiently.

It is also important to note that not all artifacts offered are appropriate  to
our collections, and we certainly hope you will understand if this is the case. 
Working together, we can create interpretive exhibits and displays for all to
enjoy. Thank you,  Myrna Knaide
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 encourage friends and neighbors to join!
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 Checks Payable to: The Historical Society
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The Historical Society
P.O. Box 26708 
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Summer Intern at Dewees Museum
We were fortunate this Summer to have Krystal Ladoux of  Royersford as an
intern at the Dewees Museum.

Through her efforts we were able to
implement a project that would not have
been started in such a timely manner
without her help. As a student of history
and a skilled computer operator, she was
able to work independently in a focused,
productive, and dedicated manner.  The
information that Krystal input into our
newly acquired PastPerfect software has
made a significant start to an important project.

We wish Krystal good luck as she moves on in her continued studies as a
history major and thank her for her generous time with the Society. �

Historic Site Research Workshop
In the early days of The Historical Society, plaques
were available to mark early houses of the area. 
Once again they are available for marking houses,
churches, schools, and other structures, the dates of
which can be substantiated to 1900 and earlier—
1900 being considered the last year of the 19th
Century.

A workshop is scheduled for Saturday, October
20th, from 10:00am to noon at Dewees Museum. 
Worksheets will be provided, as well as a
descriptive guide for the process.

The design and manufacture of the plaques was
administered by The Rev. Robert A. Meschke, and
the presentation of the workshop will be by The
Rev. Judith A. Meier.  As an author of genealogical
materials and books, Pastor Meier will share her
knowledge and experience.

Cast in aluminum, the plaques bear the
inscription “Historic Site, Historical Society of
Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley” centered
in the form of a shield.

The cost of the workshop is $15.00 per person. 
If your structure qualifies for a plaque and you
desire to purchase one, $10.00 will be deducted
from the plaque cost of $75.00 (attendees only). 
Registration is required using the form enclosed. 
School students interested in genealogy and
research are invited to attend at no charge.  Please
call 610-489-7560 if you have questions. �
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`Dewees Museum
301 W. Main Street

Henry Muhlenberg House
201 W. Main Street 

U P C O M I N G    E V E N T S

Sept 22 Heritage Day (Saturday)   10:00am - 4:30pm

Craft Demonstrations, Children’s Hands-On Activities,
Food, Tours of Henry Muhlenberg House

Oct 19 Bus Tour:   New York City
Pickup at Henry Muhlenberg House  8:00am

Oct 20 Historic Site Research Workshop    10:00am - noon
Dewees Museum

Nov 2 “An Evening of Antique Appraisals”
Fundraising Event     Columbia Station

 
Nov 4 Military Room Exhibit to Honor Veterans

Dewees Museum

Nov 11 Annual Veterans Day Dinner    7:00pm
Caroline T. Moorehead, Trappe

Dec 9 Holiday Candlelight Tour    Henry Muhlenberg House

Group Tours by Appointment
Contribution of $2.00 per person is requested

4-person minimum
Call Office   610-489-7560

SEPTEMBER 2007  NEWSLETTER            
              

Timely Information  — Please, Do Not Delay!      

Visit our Website
www.trappehistoricalsociety.org

Sponsors:  TR Insurance Group, Inc.
 Holcombe Funeral Home, Inc.

Wish List . . .
If you can provide any of the following items, The
Historical Society would be most grateful!

 � VCR for Visitors Center

 � Track Lighting

 � Office Supplies (postage, copy paper,
file folders, e`nvelopes, etc.)

Give us a call at 610-489-7560 to discuss any item(s) you
may wish to donate to assure that it is an appropriate
match for our needs.

If you prefer to sponsor the purchase of an item listed
above, we will research the cost and advise you.

. . . Thank you for your help! 


