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Administrator Advisor Appointed
On the retirement of Dr. John Shetler as Director of
Museums, a job description was prepared by the
Museum Committee and approved by the Board of
Directors. The Committee and the Board discussed the
possibility of finding someone who is qualified to
administer museum work who is still employed but
could act in an advisory capacity for the museums, meet
with the Museum Committee and, as a volunteer pro
vide assistance to fu lfill the job description for the
Director of Museums and any sub-committees that may
be related to the Museum Committee and the work of
the museums.
Such a person as described above has since last year
been a m ember of the Board of Directors. Dona M.
McDermott, a resident of Collegeville, has been for
some years a member of the professional staff ofValley
Forge National Park. She has served in various posi
tions at the park and presently is Archivist. President,
Myrna Knaide, with action of the Board of Directors,
has appointed Ms. McDermott as Administrative
Advisor to the Museum Committee which reports to the
Board of Directors. The Rev. Robert Meschke has been
appointed Chairman of the Museum Committee. Rev.
Meschke has been a member ofthe Museum Committee
and a member of the Board of Directors since 200 1 . •:•

Gift to the Endowment
G. Henry M . Schuler, a direct descendant of Andrew
Miller who lived in the east section of the Dewees
House during the American Revolution, has given a gift
of$1,000. Mr. Schuler gave the gift on the occasion of
the retirement of Rev. Dr. John C . Shetler as the
Director of Museums and in appreciation of the "many
years of devoted serv ice of John and Marie Shetler to
the society." Dr. Shetler continues to serve as Historian
of the Society.
Mr. Schuler indicated that the use of the gift be as Dr.
Shetler determ ines to be appropriate. With Mr. Schuler,
the decision was made to establish an Andrew and Anna
Maria Miller Permanent Endowment Fund with the
income to be used for maintenance of the Andrew
Miller Room for the preservation of documents, publi
cation of pamphlets, or developing of exhibits, all of
which shall be related to the 1 8th century.
Gifts to this or any other designated endowment fund
•:•
may be given at any time.

From the President . . .

We welcome, and are veryfortunate to have, Dona McDermott who
joins us as Administrative Advisor. Dona is already proving to be a
great asset to the Society as we benefitfrom her interests, experience,
and enthusiasm. We also welcome Bob Meschke to his new role as
Chair ofthe Museum Committee. Both ofthese efforts are key to the
goals ofthe Society and we all lookforward to working with them.
Our eagerness to inspire interest in the history and heritage of
Trappe, Collegeville, and the Perkiomen Valley motivates our 2005
Membership Drive. Each new membership application that we receive
reassures us that our history and heritage are valued and reminds us
that we, in turn, have an opportunity, and a responsibility, to continue
our work ofacquiring andpresenting accurate information to our
members.
We are excited about the prospect ofair conditioning the Dewees
Museum, and we must once again rely on the generosity ofour
members to contribute to this project. This is an expense, although
necessary, that is beyond the scope ofour ongoing costs to maintain the
Dewees Museum. Those who help (see the certificate on page 3j will
be gratefully and duly acknowledged.
We plan to have a most interesting training session for our
volunteer docents in May, with both Dr. Shetler and Ms. McDermott
preparing to lead the group (details on page 3). We are always in need
ofmore docents in anticipation ofa significant number ofvisitors who
have not yet seen our exhibits or who wish to visit our new exhibits.
Please consider this as one ofyour volunteer efforts.
As always, I invite your thoughts and ideas and lookforward to
hearingfrom you . . .
Myrna Knaide
610-489-921 1

THS708@aol.com

2005 Membership Drive
Enclosed with this letter is your notice of membership renewal. A s you
will see on page 4, our membership rates have been revised. In December
2004, a committee was formed to review the rates and categories. The
committee determined that costs incurred for newsletter printing and
postage were not sufficiently covered and that our rates were far from
comparable to other similar organizations.
It is important to note that while Life Membership is not included among
our new categories, those who currently hold Life Membership will retain
that status during their lifetime. The new categories reflect annual mem
berships only.
We hope that our increased efforts to provide more and interesting
activities will encourage you to renew your membership-and that you
will encourage family members, neighbors, and friends to join as well •:•

About Our Board Members . . .

From The Journals of
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg
1783
M arch

28,

Friday.

Today is the first wann

spring day of this year and our womenfolk are
working in the garden. I had several visitors and
also time for writing.
M a rch

29,

Saturday.

Last night we had the

first thunder and lightning storm of this year.
Visit from Messrs. Peter Reichard and S w[ aine].
They l odged at Fr[iedrich] M[tihlenberg's] and
had several acres of Jacob Miiller's land to
survey. In the evening, until late at night, we
had brilliant northern lights. We had Bachman

for a half-day at day labor; paid him l s. 1 0d.
Ap ri l 3, Thu rsday.

Early this morning our

As Rev. Dr. John C. Shetler retires from his duties as Director ofMuseums as well
as relinquishes his duties as Chairman ofthe Museum Committee, many are not aware
ofhis significant background and experience. Thefollowing may give a small insight
into why his work with the Society is so valuable . . . .
The Rev. Dr. John C. Shetler is a graduate of Danville High School, Franklin and
Marshall College (A.B.), Lancaster Theological Seminary (B.D.), Princeton Theo
logical Seminary (Th.M.), and Ursinus College (D.D.) Positions he has held include
President, Greater Reading Counci l of Churches; Chairman of Board, Metropolitan
Christian Council of Philadelphia; Board of Directors of Pennsylvania Council of
Churches;

Conference of Bishops and

Presidents, Philadelphia; Ecumenical

Representative to Canonization of St. John Neumann, Rome; Board of Trustees,
Lancaster Seminary; Board ofDirectors, Ursinus College; and President and Confer
ence Minister, Pennsylvania Southeast Conference.
Memberships include Life Member of Evange lical and Reformed Historical
Society, Montgomery County Historical Society, Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
and founding member ofMercersburg Society. Dr. Shetler has been a member of the
Society since 1 964, serving as President from 1 988-9 1 and was instrumental in the

neighbor Georg Diehl, who has been living on

purchase and restoration of the Muhlenberg House.

my former place near the church, where Pastor

Muhlenberg Committee from 1 989-93 and is the current Editor of The

Voigt has been accustomed to lodge when he

1 992 he was appointed Curator and thereafter D irector of Museums. His current

holds services here, set out with his family to

membership on the Board of Directors wil l continue, as will his role as Historian and

move to Maryland, having sold the place here.

his membership on the Museum Committee.

Today we have three workmen here, (a) a

Chronicle. In

He is also the Historian of St. Luke' s United Church of Christ, Trappe, and a

shoemaker, (b) a tree pruner, (c) a manure

member of the Keystone Grange.

carrier. I had some necessary writing to do. In

Trappe, have three children and six grandchildren.

the evening paid 3s . 9d. wages to the tree pruner,

He was Chairman of the

Dr. Shetler and his wife Marie, who reside in

Space does not allow us to elaborate on all that Dr. Shetler has achieved. We thank

5s. stil l owing to him. Item for tip, 2s.

him for all the time, knowledge, and effort he has put into establishing, maintaining,

April

4,

and promoting the Society and we look forward to relying

copy

of the

Friday.

Completed writing the fair

l etter to the

Rev.

President

experience in all our efforts.

on

his knowledge and

Schultze*, dated it today, and sent it on to
Reading. We are having rain today. The shoe
maker is working. Paid

l s. 8d. for sending the

Visitors and Volunteers w i l l be pleased to know that this summer their time spent at

letter to Reading.
April 5, Saturday. We have the shoemaker and
the day laborer at work. Paid Bachman, the day
laborer, 2s.

6d.;

Bradford, the shoemaker, for

three days, 9s.
April 6, Judica Sunday. The Reformed pastor
had service;

Air Conditioning Installation at Dewees Museum

his text was several verses of

Psalm 69. We had family worship. Fr[iedrich]
M[tihlenberg] was at the Swamp.
April 7, Monday.

We old folks are expecting

to be taken to our children's place in New
Hannover. The weather is windy and raw. Our
son-in-law, Mr. Reichard**, came with a wagon
at noon and we arrived at Mrs. Sw[aine's] before

the Dewees Museum will be in cool comfort. The Board has selected a contractor who
will soon begin the task of air conditioning this site. Equally if not more important is
the fact that our many artifacts will now be displayed in an environment conducive to
their preservation. To sustain them over the years for the information and knowledge
of our visitors is a priority of the Society.
As always, we tum to our membership for their assistance in funding this project,
which will cost $4,800. A $ 1 ,000 grant from the Montgomery County Foundation
provided us with the downpayment, for which we are very grateful, but now the
balance of $3,800 must be acquired.

continuing interest-without you these projects would not be possible.
.-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --.,

C E R T I F I CA T E

for

nightfall, tired but safe, and stayed overnight
there.

April 8, Tuesday. Mr. Reichard took us a mile
farther to his house. Our youngest grandchild
had already been baptized some time ago by the

We ask for your help by filling out the form

below and returning it with whatever amount you can, and we thank you for your

O F

G I F T

A I R CON D I T I O N I N G t h e D E W E E S M U S E U M

Enclosed i s a check made payable to The Historical Society.
In the Name of;

-----

In Memory of:

Rev. Mr. Streit and named Henrich after me. We
Street

stayed overnight there.
*

Ministerium of Pennsylvania
* * Matthias Richards, married to Maria Salome
Muhlenberg; later member of Congress

State

City

0 $25

0 $50

0 $ 1 00

Zip
0 $500

Tel.
0 $ 1 ,000

0 Other

HISTORIC.AL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, COLLEGEVILLE, PERKIOMEN VALLEY, INC.

April 1 1 , 2005
FROM: Richard A. Holcombe, Membership Chairman
6 1 0/489-7266 (voice), 61 0/489-2300 (fax), rah4 1 548@aol.com (e-mail)
TO: Society Members and Muhlenberg House Fund Contributors
Once again, it's time to renew your Historical Soci.ety dues. The society

members--continue to

volunteers-our officers, directors, and
work at the DeWees museum and library; and the Muhlenberg House. Your financial support

enables us to preserve our heritage and offer programs to the community.

Please see the NEW DUES STRUCTURE as explained in this newsletter:

PATRON .. $250 - $499,
SUSTAINING . $500 - $999,
BENEFACTOR . $ 1 ,000 AND UP.

STUDENT $10,
..

INDIVIDUAL.

$25,
FAMILY.. $50,
SUPPORTING . $100 - $249,

.

.

.

.

Family memberships include more than one person, e.g. "The Jones Family" or "Mr. & Mrs. John Jones," but will be
limited to one mailing per address.
Current Life Members-vou 've been "grandfathered. " Although new life memberships will not be accepted.present life
memberships continue andyou do not need topay additional dues. *
Remember: The society's "dues year" is January 1 thru December 31.

HOWEVER, IF YOU PAID DUES AFTER
OCTOBER 3 1 ST, 2004, THOSE DUES ARE CREDITED FOR 2005 AND YOU ARE CURRENT.
Members who have not paid any dues for several years but are still on the mailing list:

We also need your help.

Please consider making a dues payment.

M uh len berg contributors: You receive

membership

mail regardless of membership status but we would sincerely appreciate your
and dues in support ofthe society's work as a whole.

*Life Members: This information

is provided for your verification only. NO PAYMENT IS NECESSARY.

Finally, we like to verify and update our membership/mailing list annually:

enclosed

If necessary, make any changes and return the form as

so please review your current infonnation
instructed below.

Please mail you r check (payable to HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE)

PO Box 26708, Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708.

and your membership information to me at

Thank you in advance for your support.

The Historical Society Of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc. is a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, a

501(c)(3) exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered with the PA Dept. OfState,
Bureau OfCharitable Organizations.
The official registration andfinancial information of The Historical Society Of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley,
Inc. may be obtainedfrom the Pennsylvania Department OfState by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-7320999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Contributions to The Historical Society Of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc. are tax deductible to the extent
allowed by law.

Bus Trip Update
Our next newsletter will report on our April 1 st bus trip to Washington, DC.
Meanwhile, the Program Committee has already planned our next trip, which will
be a full day in Philadelphia focusing on a variety of historical interests. The date
will be Saturday, October 29th, and in keeping with the spirit of Halloween, it will
also include a ghost tour! Details of the trip will be forthcoming, but mark your
calendars for that date, and alert your family and friends as well.
Details of our Spring 2006 trip are also being arranged. This trip will relate more
closely to the Muhlenberg family and should interest all of our members.
Our bus trips create a wonderful opportunity to learn about history, enj oy a day
with Society members, and make new acquaintances as well.
•:•

Docent Training Scheduled
Once again we are calling for docents to join us for this annual event in preparation
for guiding our visitors through the Dewees Museum and the Henry Muhlenberg
House. Training, which is scheduled for Sunday, May 22nd at 2:00pm in the
Dewees Museum, will be provided by Historian Dr. John Shetler and Administrative
Advisor Dona McDermott.
Dr. Shetler will present information about the artifacts in both museums. Based
on her experience and background, Ms. McDermott, will offer strategies and
suggestions for presenting comprehensive insights into the lives of the former
residents of these sites, as well as responding to the interests of our visitors and
preserving the safety of the exhibits.
We look forward to this training session and encourage our current docents as
well as those who may wish to learn more about this volunteer effort to join us on
May 22nd. Please call Teresa by May 1 7th at the Dewees Office (6 1 0-489-7560)
•:•
to sign up for this event. Refreshments will be provided .

Noteworthy . . .
•

We are calling on our members to contribute to Memories of the Perkiomen
Valley . a unique publication of vignettes and a necdotes. We hope to capture
these memories to reflect the essence of days gone by to share with present and
future residents. Our Editor, Anna Marie Black, will review and select stories based
on content and edit to conform to the format ofthe publication. Send us a paragraph
or two-handwritten, typed, word processed-Historical Society Memories, P.O.
Box 708, Collegeville, PA 1 9426. A helpful guideline is available (call 6 1 0-489.....----. 7560). Call also if you wish to make arrangements
Missi11g Items .
. Two items to create an oral record of your anecdote.
are yet to be recovered- the rope • A sincere thank you to Lloyd Ziegler for the
bed tightener/bed jack (Henry
many hours spent diligently and meticulously
Muhlenberg House) and the
Montgomery County Atlas restoring the original door in the tavern room of the
(Dewees Museum). Their histori Dewees Museum. The Society is very appreciative
cal value is important to the of his tireless effort and his unique knowledge in
Society. Please help usfind them. accomplishing this task.
• Thanks also to Rodney Bowers of Royersford,
a member of St. Luke ' s Church in Trappe, for skillfully building and contributing
a gun rack for the World War II exhibit room at the request of Board member Ray
Spaid. Mr. Bowers' donation has added significantly to the interest of the exhibit,
which is located on the 2nd floor of the Dewees Museum.
•
For residents with I 8th- 1 9th century homes and/or buildings, the Society can
provide an historical m a rke r at a cost of $75.00. Documentation must be provided.
Call Rev. Bob Meschke (6 1 0-489-7560) to learn more about this opportunity to
reflect the history of Trappe, Collegeville, and the Perkiomen Valley.
.

.
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INVITATION TO M EMBERSHIP:
D
D

Student

$ 1 0.00

Individual

$25.00

D

Family

$50.00

Supporting

$ 1 00.00 - $249.00

D

Patron

$250.00 - $499.00

Sustaining

$500.00 - $999.00

Benefactor

$ 1 000.00 and up

D
D

D

Name:

�������

Address:

������

e-mail address:

������

Checks Payable to:

-

-

I

2005

-

The Historical Society

Mail to:

Richard Holcombe
P.O. Box 26708
Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

�

Endowment Opportunity
We invite you to establish an Endowment Fund that
will address thefilture needs of the Society.
A gift ofcash or securities during one 's lifetime or
a bequest by will continues long into the future.
Forms can be provided, but such a decision should
be discussed with your attorney.
Ifyou would like to {earn more about this, please
call Dr. John C. Shetler (610-489-2624) or Myrna
Knaide (610-489-92 1 1) .

C A L E
·

·

·

·

N · D A R 2005
·

·

.

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania non-profit
corporation, a 50l (c)(3), exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered
with the Pennsylvania Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration
and financial information may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1 -800·732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent al lnwrcl hv l�w

Apr 16 Spring Clean-Up by Volunteers
9:00am to 1 : OOpm (Refreshments)
Dewees and Muhlenberg (Rain date 4/3 0)
Apr 23 Volunteer Painting at Muhlenberg House
May 22 Docent Training 2 :00pm
Dewees Museum (Refreshments)
June 5

Museums Open Sundays I :30 - 4:00pm
through September 1 1 th
(Closed July 4th and September 4th)

June 14 Annual Flag Day Dinner
Group Tours by Appointment
(4-person minimum) 6 1 0- 489-7560
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Write to the Editor at:

Please, Do Not Delay!

3 0 0 W. 3 rd Avenue

Trappe, PA 1 9 426-2226

(610) 4 8 9 -2624

:t

Saturday, April 16th

·

(Rain Date - Saturday April 30th)
,

9:00 am til 1 :00 pm

Spring Clean-Up

._

Dewees Museum/Headquarters
and
Henry Muhlenberg House
Bring Rakes, ShoYels, Brooms, Buckets,
Garden Uand Tools, Faper Towels, Windex, Rags,
Stepladders, Large Flastic Bags, Etc., Etc., Etc.
Enjoy a day of work and fun!

Coffee and Snacks!

Call (610) 489-7560 to sign up!

Help Wanted!

Our budget is limited, but our needs are many. If you can
provide any of the following items, The Historical Society
would be most grateful!
0

0

0
0

0
0

File Cabinets (2-drawer or 4 drawer)
Presentation Easel
Sandwich Board Sign and Lettering
TV and Video System
Flashlights for Docents' Use
Copy Paper (acid-free, archival, 24-lb)

Give us a call at (61 0) 489-7560 to discuss any item(s) you
may wish to donate to assure that it is an appropriate match
for our needs.
If you prefer to contribute the amount of an item l isted
above, we will research the cost and advise you.

The Muhlenberg House needs a facelift!

We can accomplish this project with 8 volunteers on a
Saturday afternoon. We need to paint the window trim at the
House and the Visitors Center. The scheduled date is April
23rd (rain date April 30th).
Please call Lany DiPiano (610-489-7761) i f you can help so
he can schedule enough people and equipment to complete
the project.

Wish List . . .

.

•

.

Thank you for your help!

Used Bed Sheets-We need dropcloths and coverings for
the artifacts when our interior touch-up painting project is
done this on April 23rd. Please drop them at the Dewees
office on Tuesdays or Thursdays, 9:00am to 1 2:00pm, or
give them to any Board member.

