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See the Century Time Capsule
The Century Time Capsule will be on display
on Sunday, September 1 7th, Heritage Sunday,
at the Muhlenberg House. Dr. Herbert H .
M ichel, Chairman o fthe committee, will make
a presentation regarding the contents proposed
and how members and organizations may
participate.
Cost of the capsule, preparation of docu
ments, seal ing of the capsule, identification
plaque, and preparation of the burial site i s
expected t o run between $500 and $700.
Sponsors whose names will be included as
such may send their gifts to the Society
marked "Sponsor for Capsule" at Box 26708,
Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708.
It wi ll be necessary to have material in
hand i n October. The sealing of the capsule
will take place the end ofNovember. The site
for the deposit of the capsule will be prepared
at the M uhlenberg House in December before
the ground is frozen. The day for burying of
the capsule wi ll be on December 1 7th, at
•!•
2:00pm.

Hear ofAndrew Miller of
Trappe During Revolution
Sunday, October 8th at 2:00pm, Henry M.
Schuler will speak of"The Life and Times of
Andrew M i ller, 1 7 1 7- 1 792." Mr. Miller was
a bellows maker who l ived in what is now
known as the Dewees House at the comer of
Route 1 1 3 and West Main Street in Trappe.
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg referred to him in
his Journals as "my nearest neighbor."
Andrew Miller, member of Augustus
Lutheran Church, married Mary Ewald, 1 7251 792, and a member of the Reformed Con
gregation in Trappe. The father of Mary
Ewald is buried in St. Luke ' s Cemetery and
his stone is the oldest remaining legible
marker in the cemetery.

The President's Message
We are always grateful for the support you give to the
Historical Society through your dues and special gifts. Now
we need your help in another way! There is another area
ofsupport that you can fill. We need members who will
volunteer their time (a few hours a month or as many hours
as you are able). The tasks are numerous rangingfrom the
physical cleaning and maintenance of our buildings to
working with the Museum Committee in the preparation of
displays, cataloging artifacts, books, and developing
inventories. There are opportunities to help in the beauti
fication of the grounds (or simply pulling weeds), to act as
hosts and hostesses for the various programs, to train to
become a docent, to aid in the programs that will be
developed ifwe have the people power to do the job, and
many others. Yes, we need your help.
Tell us what you can and what you would like to do. All
it will take is a telephone call. You can leave a message at
the Museum Office (61 0-489-7560) or call me at home

(61 0-948-0158).
The Five-Plate Stove Matching Funds have reached
$5, 680 of the approximately $8, 000 needed. It is not too
late to send your gift to make these stoves a real addition to
the Muhlenberg House.
Respectfully,
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Mr. Schuler is a descendent of Andrew and Mary Miller. Mr. Schuler"�
grandmother received a barrel of heirlooms in the 1 920s. On October 8th
Mr. Schuler will have on exhibit some of these fami ly heirlooms. You wil
be able to see things that were used in the very room in which you will b,
listening to the presentation.
•!•
Mark this important date in your calender.

Heritage Sunday at Both Houses

From The Journals of
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg
1 777

September 19, Friday. Received news in the

afternoon that the British troops had marched
across toward Providence on the other side of and
farther down the Schulkie I. Their camp could be
seen, I was told, through a fieldglass.

The

American troops then marched through the
Schulkiel, four mi les from us, and came out on
the road to Philadelphia at Augustus Church.
They had to wade through the river up to thei r
chests.

His Excel lency General W[ashington]

was himself with the troops who marched past
here to the Perkiome. The passage of the troops

Dewees House and Muhlenberg House both date back to 1 75 5 and saw the
Continental Army and the Pennsylvania M i l itia pass down the road as far as
Evansburg and camp in the entire area up through Trappe. The Muhlenbergs
lived here then and Andrew Miller l ived in what is now called Dewees House.
Muhlenberg House will open at 1 :30pm that day, and Dewees House will
open immediately fol lowing the Time Capsule Program, or at least by 3 :OOpm.
The craft exhibitors at Muhlenberg House include B room Making by John
Warren, Chair Caning by Debbie Rotenberger, B asket Making by Howard
Moyer, Calligraphy by Christine Pennock, Candle Ma1<ing by Courtenay and
Alison Hess, Paper Making by Richard Aldorasi, and Spinning by Paula
Brown. The craft persons will have items for sale and we encourage you to
•!•
patronize them.

lasted through the night and we had all kinds of
visitors, officers, etc.

Recent Fi11a11cial Memorial Gifts

To get wet up to one ' s

chest and then t o march i n the cold, foggy night
while enduring hunger and thirst, etc. is hard for
the poor men. At midnight a regiment camped on
the street i n front of my house. Some vegetables
and chickens were taken, and a man with a fl i nt
came to my chamber, demanded bread, etc.

September 20, Saturday. Our weak vessels

/11 Memory Of·

Given By:

Leon C. Schrack

Mrs. Anne Schrack
For Dewees Museum

Harry and Edith Opperman and

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Opperman

Raymond and Dorothy Ramsey

For Five-Plate Stove
Mrs. Benj am in Maliken

W. Donovan Moore

For Five-Plate Stove

baked bread twice toady and shared what little

there was with the s i ck and wretched. This after

Mrs. Marj orie C. Krug

Louis A. Krug

noon my son Heinrich came from Philadelphia to

For Five-Plate Stove

put h i s family at rest. After my weak prayer I
drew the verse (page I 83), "Thou therefore

Progress on Five-Plate Stoves

endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ." etc.

September 21, Sunday. We were not disturbed

last night, but were preserved by God' s gracious

shield and protection.

Yesterday Mag{ister]

Streit took leave of us and rode to the army. This
morning Mr. Sw[aine] rode to New Hannover
and my son Henrich went to the Reformed church
to conduct divine service there because the
Reformed pastor had requested several weeks ago
that we take care of his service today.

Century Exhibit Grows
;ince the exhibit opened in June, persons have
Jeen bringing additional items from the tum of
he century of 1 900 and items to match from
WOO. Look in each room at Dewees House to
ind one or more items in the exhibit from 1 900
>r 2000.
Children may write on the slate and on the
nagic slate as well as look at photographs of
;chool childrertfrom long ago. See what it was
ike to go to bed in the days gone by.
The Dewees Museum, as wel l as Muhlen
>erg House is open every Sunday (except
Jabor Day weekend) from 1 :30 to 4:00pm.
:hildren must be accompanied by parents. •!•

The possibility of using the end plate, which was d iscovered in archaeology
work behind Muhlenberg House for the stove in the northeast first floor
bedroom, is being studied to determine how the design can be
�
reproduced in the pattern making.
Muhlenberg's Journal indicates this was a first floor
bedroom . German houses had such rooms, called Kammers,
"
and were used for family members at times ofi llness and death.
This is the room where Mother Muhlenberg would have been cared for after
having fallen into the kettle of boil ing red beets and scalded her shoulder, neck,
breast, and arm. This is the room where Henry Melchior Muhlenberg would
•!•
have died on October 7, 1 787.
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Enclosed is a check made payable to THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE: I
:
ln the Name o�
C E R T I F I C A T E O F G I F T
FOR THE FIVE-PLATE STOVES
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Street
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To Arrange for a Tour . . .

The Chronicle
a p11blicatio11 of

. . . call the Curator, Dr. John C . Shetler (6 1 0-489-2624). The suggested

contribution for each person for each house is $ 2 . 0 0 . A fu l l tour takes I hour
for each site. A quick tour with brie f explanations takes 30 m inutes each .

A l l tours are expected to be during daylight hours. There are no l i g hts in

Tire Historical Society
of Trappe, CollegeviUe, Perkiomen Valley, l11c.
P. O. Box 26708
Tel:

Muhlenberg House, which enables u s to see how i t was i n the 1 8th century.

Scheduled Fall Tour Groups:
1 O : OOam

October 7th
October 2 5 th
November 1 5th

I 0 : I S am

1 1 :OOam

St. John Lutheran Church, Easton
Questors, B arbara Cressman, Norri stown
B l ue B e l l Questors, Phyllis Fox, Jenkintown

Muhlenberg A ward Committee
to Present Candidates
The Muhlenberg Award Committee has completed its rev iew of potential
candidates and wi l l present a l ist o fthree finalists at the September m eeting o f
the Muhlenberg Leadership Committee. The Comm ittee, chaired by Myrna
Knaide, includes George Meschter, Richard Holcombe, Sue Gorski, and

19./26-0708

6 1 0- 4 89-7560

Board ofDirectors

Through August, tours may be scheduled beginning by 6 : 3 0 p m . No even ing
tours can be accepted after September I st.

College�·ille P.4

The Rev. Thomas G. Young, President
The Rev. Dr. Herbert H. Michel, /st V ice President
Maureen R. Ruggiero, 2nd V ice President
Myrna Knaide, Treasurer
Dr. Charlotte M. Witmer, SecretalJ'
Anna F. Schrack, Corresponding Secretary
The Rev. Dr. John C. Shetler, Historian/Curator
The Rev. William Fluck, Chaplain
Ivan W. Hess, M.D., Past President
The Rev. Robert E. Home, Chaplain Emeritus
Richard A. Holcombe
George W. Meschter
Phy Jlis Parsons
Raymond Spaid

Muriel Anderson.

D r. J o h n C. S h etler, E d i t o r

The Muhlenberg Leadership Comm ittee w i l l then present to the Board o fthe
Trappe H i storical Soc iety the names o f the three final i sts for their review,

Myrna Knaide, Managing E d i tor
M-K Computing Services

cons ideration, and selection. The award w i l l be presented o n November 1 5 ,
2 0 0 0 , at a reception to be held at the B erman Museum of Art at U rsinus
College.
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Deta i l s w i l l then be announced and reservations taken for this

prestigious event.
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Both Museums Open

2 0 0 0 A.D.

I :30 - 4 :00pm

Sundays, through September I 7th

Closed September 3rd, Open September I 0th and I 7th
September I 7

Heritage Sunday

I :30 - 4:00pm

Time Capsule for a Century, Dr. Herbert H . M ichel
Handcraft Demonstrations, Muhlenberg House

October

8

Dewees Museum

Open 3 :00pm

Dewees Museum

I : 3 0 - 4 :00pm

Muhlenberg's Nearest Neighbor-Andrew Miller
Speaker: Henry Schuler, a descendent
December 3

Dewees Museum

I :30 - 4:00pm

December 1 0

Muhlenberg House

I :30 - 4:00pm

Henry Muhlenberg, Lutheran, meets John Philip Boehm,
Reformed, both pastors in Trappe at the same time
December 1 7

•
.
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Muhlenberg House

I :30 - 4 :00pm

B ury Time Capsule

2 : 00pm

Write to the Editor at:
3 00 W. 3 rd Avenue
T rappe, PA 1 9426·2226
6 1 0-4 89-2624

,--------------,
WE INVITE YOU TO MEMBERSHIP
I
OR RENEWAL FOR 2000
I
I
I
Regular @
$ 1 0.00
I
I
Student @
$2.00
I
Schrack @
$ 1 5.00
I
Life
@ $ 1 00.00
I
I
I
Address:: ----- ------ I
I
I
I
I
Tel No. ------I
I
Mail to: Richard Holcombe
I
P.O. Box 26806
I
Collegev i lle, PA 1 9426-0806
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Heritage Sunday
September 17, 2000
Muhlenberg House

PA

AUGUST 2000 NEWSLETTER
Please, Do Not Delay!

•!• Dewees Museum

Outcome of Futures Conference
The Muhlenberg Leadership Committee recent

Futures

1 . To faci l itate a forum/workshop for e lected officials only to
discuss:

Conference was attended by 28 members of the community
and faci l itated by Dr. S al l y H . H i lderbrand, Assistant to the
Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction, Perkiomen

a)

legislative issues and their effect on municipalities;

b)

sources of grant monies that are more available to
municipalities when they join together.

Val ley School District. The purpose of the conference, held
on July 1 9 and 20 at South Elementary School, was to

2.

Expand the website t o include a Community Calendar
a)

encourage organizations, businesses, and municipalities ofthe
Perkiomen Valley to work together in a cooperative effort to

Approach local newspapers with a need for a Com
munity Calendar.

discover common needs and hopes for the next century.

b)

Central ly located bul letin board.

Utilizing the model successfully implemented by the School

c)

Churches.

District, participants arrived at a consensus for designing the

3.

Youth Leadersh ip Training
a)

future by reviewing the past and observing the present.
George Meschter, Chairman ofthe Muhlenberg Leadership

see how they can help coordinate leadership train ing

Committee, in a personal thank you to each participant,

sessions.

expressed his gratitude: "Your time, thoughts, and ideas are

b)

greatly appreciated as we move forward in taking our
c)
d)

helpful to the residents of the Perkiomen Valley area . . . . the
certainly

community."

i l lustrated

the various

needs

of our

4.

Service proj ects.

Leadership Training
a)

Fol lowing are the four goals that were de

veloped during the two evenings of the conference :

Develop a peer youth leadership group to train other
youth.

help us structure future programs that will be mean ingful and

citizens

Research what looks good to youth, what interests
them, and how to recruit them .

community to the next leve l . Your valued input w i l l certainly

wide range of ideas generated by such a diverse group o f

Connect to the area public and parochial schools to

Develop an ongoing leadership training program in
various formats and subj ects.

b)

Develop leadership resources.

