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Heritage Sunday Celebration
On Heritage Sunday, September 1 8th, The Historical
Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley will
commemorate the 228th Anniversary of Washington's
Army encampment in Trappe and the surrounding area
(see article below). The Henry Muhlenberg House will be
open from I :30 to 4:30 P.M., where crafts will be
demonstrated to show visitors what life was like in the
Perkiomen Valley at the founding of our nation, including
paper making, spinning, toymaking weaving, candle
making, blacksmithing, and much more.
On this day also we will honor Century Club members
who have completed their commitment by instal ling a
plaque in a special dedication ceremony. Names will be
added as commitments are completed. We hope that
m any members of the Century Club will be on hand to
receive their j ust applause. (See Century C lub article on
page 3.)
Visitors are invited to guided tours of the Henry
Muhlenberg House to view the exhibit that depicts the
Muhlenbergs of the 1 8th century, displaying fam ily
artifacts as well as some 1 8th century materials that
illustrate day-to-day life during that period. Visitors are
also invited to visit the Dewees Museum where an
ongoing display depicts life in the Perkiomen Valley from
the 1 8th to 20th centuries. Dewees tours will start at
2 :30pm.
The celebration of Heritage Sunday will take place rain
or shine. In the event ofrain, we will move to Moyer Hall
at St. Luke's United Church of Christ, directly across
from the Henry Muhlenberg House. Parking will be
avai lable at St. Luke's Church. Refreshments will be
served in the Visitors Center throughout the day.
The Henry Muhlenberg House is located at 2 0 1 W.
Main Street and the Dewees Museum at 301 W. Main
Street, Trappe. Bring your family, friends, and nei ghbors
on Sunday, September 1 8th, and learn about the rich
heritage of our area as well as enjoy this day of living
•:•
history in Trappe.

228th A nniversary of the
Continental Army in Trappe
As you note from the excerpts of Pastor Muhlenberg's
Journal (page 2), September 1 9th is the 228th Anniversary
of General Washington and the Continental Army being
in Trappe. We always observe this important date on the
Sunday nearest September 1 9th. Pastor Muhlenberg's
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From the President . . .
1
It is exciting to report that our Website is up and running! Please
check it out: www.trappehistoricalsociety.org. We will be adding
more iriformation, but this is a start-we lookforward to your com
ments. Our appreciation goes to our Webmaster, Dick McDowell, and
Committee members, Rich Holcombe, Dona McDermott, and Stacey
Swigart. It never would have happened without them-or without our
generous sponsors who are underwriting this effort: Holcombe
Funeral Home, Inc. and TR Insurance Group, Inc.
I am so pleased to welcome Stacey A. Swigart to our Board. She
brings great experience and significant knowledge to the Society, and
we lookforward to working with her.
We are anticipating a great turnout for our bus trip to Philadel
phia in October, and to sharing another wonderfal day with our
members, friends, andfamily.
Please help with our fundraising efforts to payfor the air condi
tioning at the Dewees Museum. A sizeable balance remains and we
rely on our members ' generosity to fond this very important project
(certificate ofgift on page 2).
There are still a few Sundays left to tour our two sites before our
special event on September 18th-Heritage Day (see article at left).
This is one ofthe highlight events ofthe year, and we lookforward to
a large attendance. Mark your calendars!
A number ofspeakers have expressed an interest in addressing
our quarterly meetings. They offer a variety ofsubjects that should
cover one ofyourfavorite periods ofhistory. Dates are now being
considered and will be announced as soon as they are confirmed.
Ifyou would like to become a volunteer, give us a call-there are
many ways you can help (view our website for ideas), and we would
welcome your participation.
As always, I invite your thoughts and ideas and lookforward to
hearing.from you . . . .
Myrna Knaide
610-489-921 l THS708@aol.com
Journal records their repeated camping and marching in the area of Trappe
for more than a week until they established Camp Pottsgrove along Swamp
Pike where a granite marker indicates the site.
The Muhlenbergs and their neighbors provided food. The soldiers took
fence rails to cook food and pastured their horses i n fields along the road.
They ate their apples and helped themselves to the garden foods. Providing
food for the army was very difficult. General Peter Muhlenberg and his
regiment were among these troops.
The people in Trappe during these ten days in September showed their
loyalty and thereby were active in the founding of the nation. We call this
important day "Heritage Sunday." We are proud and thankful for all these
1 8th century residents of Trappe and the Perkiomen Valley.

John C. Shetler, Historian
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some peace.

Some of our docents have asked about reading material on various subjects that
might help them when interpreting or answering questions from visitors.

In the morning we had

Toward

Dona M McDermott

Messagefrom the Administrative Advisor . . .

From The Journals o f
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg

noon

Mr. Andreas

Burghard arrived in a stagecoach in which he
had his wife and children and Mr. Foulk's wife
and children. They fled from Philadelphia early
in the morning because the city was in an uproar
and tunnoil last night and it was said that the
British were near the city, whereupon all who
wished or were able to flee set out. They would
have been glad to stay with us, but we seemed to
be nearer rather than farther from the danger.
Accordingly they drove on with heavy hearts
along the road to Reading and Tolpehaken.

As I

thought about this newsletter it came to me that others might be interested in the
same areas of study. The following books are grouped by topic:
SOCIAL HISTORY
Stephanie G. Wolf, As Various as Their Land (Harper Perennial L ibrary, 1 994)
Carl and Jessica Bridenbaugh, Rebels and Gentlemen: Philadelphia in the Age of
Franklin (New York: Oxford University Press, 1 962; first published 1 942)
James Lemon, The Best Poor Man's Country: Early Southeastern Pennsylvania (John
Hopkins Press, new edition 2002)
NATIVE AMERICANS
James Merrell, Into the American Woods: Negotiators on the Pennsylvania Frontier

Received news in the afternoon that the British

(New York & London, 1 999)

troops had marched across toward Providence on

Paul Wallace, Conrad Weiser (Lewisburg, PA) Wennawoods Publishing, 1 996 (First

the other side of and farther down the Schulkiel.

published 1 945)

Their camp could be seen,

I was told, through a

fieldglass. The American troops then marched
through the Schulkiel, four miles from us, and
came out on the road to Philadelphia at Augustus
Church. They had to wade through the river up
to their chests.
His Excellency General W(ashington] was
himself with the troops who marched past here
to the Perkiome. The passage of the troops
l asted through the night and we had all kinds of
visitors, officers, etc. To get wet up to one's
chest and then to march in the cold, foggy night
while enduring hunger and thirst, etc. is hard for
the poor men. It takes courage, health, etc. But
i nstead of prayers, what one hears from many of
them is the horrible national vice: cursing.
This afternoon my son Heinrich came from

MATERIAL CULTURE
Cary Carson, Ronald Hoffman, and Peter J. Albert, O/Consuming Interests: The Style
of Life in the Eighteenth Century (Charlottesville: United States Capitol Historical
Society and the University Press of Virginia, 1 994)
Ian Hodder, Reading the Past: Current Approaches to Interpretation in Archaeology
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1 99 1 second edition)
These will be added to next year's training bibliography as well as others that might

come into discussion over the fall and winter. Don't hesitate to ask about other

topics as this is in keeping with our quest to help our docents and our visitors
understand our past.

Dewees Museum A ir Conditioning Completed
Visitors and Volunteers have been enjoying the comfort of recently installed air co1

Philadelphia to put his family at rest. After my
weak prayer I drew the verse "Thou therefore

ditioning at the Dewees Museum. Perhaps more important is the fact that our mar

endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus

priority of the Society.

artifacts will now be preserved in an appropriate environment---certainly a maj.

Christ," etc. At midnight a regiment camped on

The Montgomery County Foundation granted us the first $ 1 ,000 of the $4,8(

the street in front of my house. Some vegetables

project, and others have generously contributed as well. But there is a remainir

and chickens were taken, and a man with a flint

balance of $2,775 which i s needed to make up the difference, and we are relying c

came to my chamber, demanded bread, etc.

our membership for help. We hope you will visit the Dewees Museum soon and sc

Sept ember 2 1 , Sunday. We were not disturbed

what a welcome difference it has made. Please fill out the fonn below and return

last n ight, but were preserved by God's gracious

with whatever amount you can, knowing we will be most grateful.

shield and protection.

Yesterday Mag[ister]

Streit took leave of us and rode to the anny.

C E R T I F I C A T E

for

This morning Mr. Sw[aine] rode to New
Hannover and my son Heinrich went to the

O F

G I F T

A I R C O N D I T I O N I N G t h e D E W E E S M U S E U I\

Reformed church [next to the Andrew Miller

Enclosed is a check made payable to The Historical Society.

house] to conduct divine service there because
The Reformed pastor had requested several

In the Name of:

weeks ago that we take care of his service today.
.
The verse I drew this morning is "Though he be
not far from every one of us," etc.

In Memo ry of:
Street

Today I

baptized Maria, child of Johannes Rayer and his
wife Catharina Sponsors were Maria Kugler,
unmarried, and the parents of the child.

continued on page 3
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How the Century Club Began

John C. Shetler, Historian

r
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INVITATION TO M EMBERSHIP:

I n 1 989, the members of the Board of Directors through their officers signed the

0

agreement of sale for the Henry Muhlenberg House and began to raise money to pay

0

the cost of$250,000. A miracle happened. We received contributions from children
and families, young and old, from 25¢ to $50,000.

There were grants from

how we would raise the money for future costs. It so happens that as President and
also Co-Chair of the Muhlenberg Committee with John Stewart l was in the Chair

$25.00

Fami ly

$50.00

Supporting

0

$ I 00.00

Patron

$250.00 - $499.00

0

This committee's job was to hire an architect who was John D. Milner of Chadds
Ford. At the beginning ofthe building restoration and stage planning, we discussed

Individual

0

While the purchase money was being raised, the Muhlenberg Committee was
formed under the direction of the Board of Directors to whom it was responsible.

$ ! 0.00

0

0

foundations, businesses, industries, and the Pennsylvania State Assembly. The
$250,000 was paid i n one year's time.

Student

2005

- $249.00

Sustaining

$500.00 - $999.00

Benefactor

$ I 000.00 and up

Name:
Address:

on a particular evening. Present was J. Edmund Mullin, Esquire. In his enthusiasm
he said, "I think there are interested people who could contribute $ 1 ,000 to the
restoration. It may take ten years to restore the house. These people may even be
willing to give $ 1 ,000 per year for ten years. With ten people we would have
$ 1 00,000. If there were 20 people or businesses there would be $200,000. We
could call the group the Century Club."
There was enthusiastic discussion. The question was, how could we get it

e-mail address:

------

Checks Payable to:
Mail to:

started? l asked, "Mr. Mullin, would you be the Chairman? He thought for a
moment and answered, "Yes, I would." He began that evening.
On Heritage Sunday, the plaque to recognize the Century Club will be dedicated.
At that time an additional historical account will be available. This is a time of
appreciation. Come and join us.

Many Thanks . . .
•

We are most grateful to member Jeffrey Guzy and his company, USR Corpora

tion, for donating much needed furniture, i ncluding shelving, chairs, fi ling cabinets,

and much, much more. His response to our Wish List was overwhelming and we
very much appreciate the opportunity he provided to fulfill our needs.
•

Elmer Funk, member and past president, deserves many thanks for providing his

time and labor in acquiring and install ing materials necessary in preparation for our
air conditioning at the Dewees Museum. His interest and dedication are extremely
appreciated.
•

Thanks to Rodney Bowers and Lee Litka who assisted Dr. Shetler in trans

porting three large pedestals donated by the Historical Society of Chester County.

The Historical Society
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Endowment Opportunity
We im·ite you to establish an Endowment Fund that will
address the future needs of the Society.
A gift ofcash or securities during one 's lifetime or a
bequesJ by will continues long into the future. Forms
can be provided, but such a decision should be
discussed with your attorney.
Ifyou 1Vo11ld like to learn more about this, please call
Dr. John C. Shetler (61 0-489-2624) or Myrna Knaide
(61 0-489-921 1).

Website Up and Running!
www. tra ppehistoricalsociety .org

Mr. Litka has since joined our Museum Committee and Mr. Bowers is the builder

and generous contributor ofthe gun rack for the World War II exhibit, materials for

Muhlenberg Journal

continuedfrom page 2

which were contributed by Board member Ray Spaid.

American army will return tonight. Our relatives

•

who have fled h ither-Mr. Hall and his wife, my
son Heinrich and his wife and child-decided to

Our latest acquisition, a 1 76 1 Tall Case Clock, generously donated by Elea nor

Clark of Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, was dedicated at the Dewees Museum on June
5th. The clock was moved from Lewisburg, oiled, adj usted, and delivered by Ron

flee farther up to New Hannover. They wished to

Hughes of Liberty Clock Service in Pottstown (6 1 0-323-6505). Visit the Dewees

take us two oldsters along, but I saw no possibility

Museum to see this clock and to learn more about its history.

of going. It would have pleased me if my sickly

•

wife had gone along and left me here alone, but

The Gallery at Greenwood has provided engraving for the Century Club plaque,

which will be dedicated on September 1 8th. Over the years they have assisted us in
many ways, and we are grateful for their continued i nterest in the wel fare of the
Society.
•

Jerry A. Chiccarine, author of the new publication, "Along the Perkiomen," has

very generously donated 25 books to sell in our gift shop. The book will be enjoyed
by both old and new residents, and is a wonderful trip through the past of our area.

she was not to be persuaded by any means and
insisted on living, suffering, and dying with me in
Providence. While we were thus taking counsel a
heavy rainstorm arose and prevented the departure.
It was decided to leave at midnight when the moon
went up. At twelve o'clock at night the vanguard
of the American army passed by with its field
pieces. Some ofthe troops pounded on our door as

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania non-profit
corporation, a 50l (c)(3), exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered
with the Pennsylvania Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration
and financial information may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1 -800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

if they wished to break it.

Our house guests

jumped up and asked what they wanted. Answer:
Fire. A German captain happened to be among
them and drove them away.
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August 28

Museums Open Sunday I :30 - 4:00pm

September 4

Museums Closed (Labor Day Weekend)

September 1 1

Museums Open Sunday I :30 - 4:00pm

September 1 8

Heritage Sunday

I :30 - 4:00pm

Muhlenberg House Tours

Refreshments

Craft Exhibits I Demonstrations

Dedication of Century Club Plaque

Tours of Dewees Museum 2 : 30pm
October 29

Bus Trip to Historic Philadelphia

November 1 1

Annual Veterans Day Dinner

December 4

Both Museums Open

I : 3 0 - 4:00pm

Pastor Muhlenberg Speaks at
Muhlenberg House

3 : 00pm

Group Tours by Appointment
(4-person minimum) 6 1 0- 489-7560

Henry Muhlenberg

House

Dewees Museum

An

elegant luncheon

was

served while

viewing

Washington, DC landmarks. from the cruise ship.
Charlotte Witmer, the Society 's

Our bus trip to Washington, DC, in April was a Recording Secretary Emeritus,
terrific success! Everyone had a wonderful time, during our Washington tour.
and many are planning to sign up (or already
have!) for the next one in October. Details of the October 29th bus trip are
enclosed, so mark your calendars, and alert your family and friends as well.
Arrangements for our Spring
2006 trip are nearly complete.
This trip will relate to the Muhlen
berg family and should interest all
of our members. Our bus trip�
create a wonderful opportunity tc
enjoy a day with Society member�
and new acquaintances and share ::
new learning experience.
·�
World War II Memorial, Washington, DC

