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Demonstrating the Past: 
How to Keep the Crafts Alive by Dona M. McDermott 

One of the most effective ways we can teach the past is 
through demonstration. By watching someone demonstrate 
crafts not only piques the visitor's interest in the activity but 
opens the door for questions. Their curiosity about the 
activity can lead into a more in-depth interest in the past. 
B etter yet is the hope that a visitor may become the appren
tice who will continue demonstrating and teaching the craft 
to future generations. This is the hope of all those crafts
people who have taken the initiative to learn the art and 
mystery of a craft. The craftspeople who demonstrate at our 
Heritage Sunday have not only learned the craft, they have 
also thoroughly researched that craft to best understand its 
place in our history. The following are some of the crafts that 
will be demonstrated on Heritage Sunday: 
Basketry is the art of weaving unspun vegetable fibers into 
the form of a container. Archeologists tell us that the oldest 
known baskets were unearthed in upper Egypt; radiocarbon 
tests date them to between 1 0 ,000 and 1 2,000 years old. Our 
ancestors, no matter where they were from, made baskets. In 
every c ivilization and every part of the world, basket making 
was practiced to provide needed carrying vessels. 
Beekeeping and the use of hives, transportable containers 
constructed by man to house nests, probably began in Egypt 
around 5 ,000 years ago and spread quickly throughout the 
O ld World. Traditionally, beekeeping was practiced to 
gather nutritional and medicinal honey. They also gathered 
the wax for candlemaking, cosmetics, and wood polish. 
Blacksmithing began with the Iron Age. In colonial 
America, the vi l lage blacksmith was called upon to do many 
things. The village smith made axes, knives, fireplace cranes, 
door hinges, and nails. His shop was the local hardware 
store. He could also repair chains, put rims on wagon wheels, 
or fix an axe. Whether the village needed swords or 
plowshares, the blacksmith made them. A village could not 
survive without the blacksmith. 
Calligraphy literally means beautiful writing. Before the 
invention o f· the printing press some 500 years ago, each 
book or document was handwritten by a scribe. The hand 
writing in colonial America was done with quill  and ink onto 
paper made from rags. Although the printing press was long 
in use, personal letters to major documents such as the 
Declaration of Independence show the importance of 
beautiful handwriting. 
Papermaking started in America with the establishment of 
the first paper mill in 1 690 by Wilhelm Rittenhausen, 
although it had been introduced to Mexico by Spain more 
than a hundred years earlier. In the 1 7th century paper was 
made from cotton and l inen rags and known as rag paper. It 
is extremely durable and long lasting. An increase in literacy 
in the 1 8 th century resulted in an explosion of print causing 
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September 1 7, 2006 1 :30 - 4:30 PM 

Henry M uhlenberg House 
20 1  W. Main Street - Trappe 

Co111111e111orati11g the 229th A1111iversary of Washi11gto11 's E11ca111p111e11t 
;,, Trappe: On September 1 9 ,  1 777, the Continental Army under the 

command of General George Washington crossed the Schuylkill River 

following the Battle of B randywine and came over what is now Trappe
Lin field Road, camping from Trappe to Evansburg. With Washington 

and his army was General Peter Muhlenberg, son of Henry Melchior 

Muhlenberg. 

Craft Demonstrations: Through the generosity of the time and talents 
of local erafters, experience l ife as it was in Colonial times. 

Dedication of Documents (2:00 PM): G i ft  of Martin Goetz of 

Leesport, Pennsylvania: two indentures relevant to the history of our 
area: one for land purchased in 1 763 by Henry Marsteller (of Trappe}; 
the other, dated June 1 5 , 1 7 78,  describing the sale of that land to H enry 

Me lchior and Maria Muhlenberg. 

Guided Tours (3 :00 - 4 : 3 0pm): Henry Muhlenberg House and Dewees 
Museum. 

$2.00 do11atio11 will be appreciated to help cover expenses 

Soda and Pretzels for Sale! 

Parking at St. L u ke's U nited C h u rch  of C h rist 
Rain or Shine Jn the event of rain, Heritage Day will be held in Moyer Hall, 
St. Luke 's UCC (directly across from Henry Muhlenberg House).  

Bring family, frie11ds, a11d neigh bors - /ear11 - enjoy! 

a rag shortage. Research began to find an alternative source of fibers from 
which to make paper; the result was wood pulp. 

No one really knows when the first spun fiber was made. The oldest known 
fabric is from 6300 BC (Turkey) and already showed great skill in the art of 
spinning. During the colonial period women were the traditional makers of 
yam. Whether a housewife or professional spinster, they created yam by 
twisting fibers together using tools such as drop spindles and spinning wheels. 
Without the spun fibers there would not have been fabric. 
Tape weaving and cording finds its roots in fabric weaving that goes back to 
the Paleolithic period. Using flax, wool, or cotton young children in colonial 
times would be taught how to weave tape or hook cord to provide the household 
with ways to tie things shut, keep things closed, and keep things together. It 
was a craft that would have to be practiced over a person's l ifetime. 

If you or someone you know is interested in learning a craft and helping pass 
it on to a younger generation but need some guidance in how to proceed, please 
let us know at 6 1 0-489-7560. •:• 



From the Journals of 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1 777 
October 2: We were graciously preserved during 
the past night by God' s  protection. This forenoon 
all the American troops stationed hereabouts 
marched o ff down the highway. It is said that the 
main American army is also moving somewhat 
nearer the city on the Skippack Road. It looks as if 
a swarm of locusts had been here. Bad policing. If  
the fences or  rails around the farmers' fields and 
meadows are burned and their limited woodlands 
are cut and ruined, food for men and cattle will be 
reduced and starvation must follow. Before this I 
bought ten acres of woodland near the church; they 
have now been laid waste, etc. In this connection 
it occurred to me that we brought nothing with us 
into the world and we shall take nothing with us 
when we leave. 

October 4: The British outposts were stationed 
this side of Germantown. They had occupied the 
Lutheran church in Germantown, planted cannons 
in it, and fired from the windows. But on the first 
assault the Americans drove them out head over 
heels. One can well imagine what the building 
looks like. The fate of the Barren Hill church will 
hardly be better. The church in Reading has been 
turned into a hospital and is filled with wounded, 
the church in the village of Lebanon serves as a 
prison for captured Hessian soldiers, etc. This is a 
different method of preaching from the usual one 
in which divine goodness calls us to repentance. 
"Behold therefore the goodness and severity of 
God!" 

October 5: From early in the morning until noon 
the soldiers who marched off from here on October 
2 came back again in troops and singly with their 
wagons to occupy their former places here. They 
were tired, hungry, and thirsty. They will consume 
all that is left. It was reported that they were only 
to reassemble here. In fact, they moved off in a 
side direction during the afternoon. The militia
men complain that they were not supported in 
yesterday' s  attack by the regular troops of the 
American army. The militiamen were egged on 
like young heroes and then watched from a 
distance. The British, on the contrary, reinforced 
their outposts. The result was that the militiamen 
had to withdraw. There were dead and wounded 
on both sides. Such a tragedy Germantown has not 
experienced since it was founded. 

October 6: Since yesterday the main American 
army was back again and encamped somewhat to 
one side of the road about five miles from our 
house, where they buried their dead and fired a 
salvo for each one. We could hear this, especially 
because it continued so long. At night there was an 
alarm in the American camp, as ifthe British were 
approaching, but it was only a false alarm. 

We have much to be thankful for . . .  

What would we do without the generosity of members and friends? Our sincere 

thanks go to . . .  

• The Questers o f  Ab ington for a $200 grant for the Muhlenberg B ible Case. 

• Debbie and Jim Rotenberger of JR 's 
Auctioneering for relocating furniture at the 

Dewees Museum. 

• Rod Bowers for enhancing a display case for 

our M i litary Exhibit. 
• Rich Holcombe and Chuck Knaide for 

donating software for a new computer system. 

• Stacey Sw igart for donating a three-unit 

telephone to the Dewees office. 

• Jon Costanza o f  S unpower B uilders for 

installation and placement of our historic 

Carole McGlumphy of the Questers of 

Abington presents a $200 check to 

Myrna Knaide, President of  the Society. 

plaque on stone markers donated by Jeff Hanna of Rolling Rock Building Stone, 

Inc., at both the Henry Muhlenberg House and the Dewees Museum. 
• Luciano B e rtolazzi for donating a magazine rack now being utilized at the 

Dewees Museum for Folkways Magazines that are offered for sale. 

• And to many who have donated artifacts for our collection, information for which 

is being compiled to assure a distinct provenance and record of donors. 

Painting the Henry Muhlenberg House 
Maintenance of our h istoric s ites is a high priority of the S ociety. It is because of the 

generosity o f  our members that we were be able to purchase this valuable asset o f  
o u r  community and symbol of history-the Henry Muhlenberg House. Now, as 

good stewards of this h istorical site, the unsightly peeling and chipping created the 

necessity of pursuing the expensive task o f  painting both the inside and o utside of 

this site. 
The cost, including labor and paint, as well as assuring the correct colors 

amounted to $3 ,790.00. This was a very large sum to deduct from our already low 

balance of working capital, and we must look once again to our membership to help 
replenish this amount in order to be prepared for our next maintenance or repair 

need. 

W e  ask that you please contribute whatever you can to help us continue to 
maintain this property in the very best manner possible. Please fill out the form 

below, enclose your check, and return it to The H istorical Society, P.O.  Box 26708, 

Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708.  Also, check to see if your company offers matching 

grants-a great way to double the value of your gift. 

As always, we thank you for your interest in  our heritage and for help ing us to 

preserve our sites and encourage the community to learn about the rich history o f  our 

area. 
r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,  

C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T 
for PAINTING A N D  C O N TIN U IN G  M A INTENANCE 

O F  T H E  H ENRY M U H LENBERG H O U S E  

Enclosed i s  a c heck m a d e  payable t o  T h e  Historical Society. 

In the N a m e  o f: 

In Memory of: 

Street 

City Stace Zip Tel. 

I 
O $25 O $50 0 $ 1 00 0 $500 o $ 1 ,000 0 Other I 

I 
Clip and M a il to: The Historical Society P.O. Box 26708 Collegeville PA 1 9426-0708 I 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  J 



New Items at the Gift Shop 

"Along the P e rkiomen" by Jerry 

C h i c c a ri n e  o f  C o l l e g e v i l l e . 

S h o w c a s e s  p o s tcards o f  the 

Perkiomen Valley as i t  existed 

during the first half of the twentieth 

century-a gl impse of the region 's 

rich h istory. ($ 2 1 .20) 

" R unaway W o m en-Elopemen ts 

and Other M iscrea n t  Deeds as 

Advertised i n  The Pennsylvania 

Gazette 1 728-1 789," compiled by 

The Rev. Judith A .  Meier. ($ 1 2.00) 

Can you identify this item? 
This press was donated by Jan Berry. Several have 

guessed at its use, but none are certain. Let us know 

if you know what this would have been used for! 

Call 6 1 0-489-7560. 

Military Exhibit to Honor Veterans 
On Sunday, November 5 th, Veterans of all wars will be welcomed to a special 

M ilitary Exhibit at the D ewees Museum. Our growing exhibit of military artifacts 

and memorab ilia wil l  be o f  interest to veterans as well as those interested in military 
history. B oard member Ray Spaid and the Museum Committee are in the process 

of reorganizing this exhib it to have it ready for our November 5th event. 

Please j oin us between 1 :30 to 4 : 00pm (reservations not required) to s ign our 

V is itor's B ook, share experiences and the company of fellow veterans, and enjoy 

some light refreshments. Please note that even though the stairs to our second floor 
exhibit may present a challenge to some, plan to attend anyway so that the Board and 

our members may meet you and thank you for your service. Light refreshments wil l  

be served on the first floor. 
If you have any items that you would like to donate to the m ilitary exhibit or loan 

to the S ociety for this special exhibit, please call the office on Tuesday or Thursday 

between 9:00am and 12 noon (6 1 0-489-7560). •!• 

Willrrer of Framed Prirrt of Mu/zlenberg House . • .  Maryann 

Casele of M ont Clare was the very happy winner of our drawing that 

was held at our Flag Day D inner on June 1 4th. M aryann has an 

interest in local history and appreciated the value of her prize! 

October Presentation on Route 113 Heritage Corridor 
Route 1 1 3  began nearly three centuries ago as an Indian trail and became a trans

portation and cultural link to the Germanic farming communities surrounding 

P hiladelphia from the Delaware River to the Schuylkill River. Spanning more than 

30 miles, the Route 1 1 3 H eritage Corridor contains h istoric towns, rolling hills, and 

green farmlands. 

David Kimmerly, H istoric Preservation Specialist, H eritage Conservancy, will  
present the Route 1 1 3 Heritage Corridor H istoric Themes P roj ect-an in-depth 

survey of the diverse historic resources along Route 1 1 3 .  

Date : Thursday, O ctober 26, 2006 Time: 7:30 - 9:00pm 

Location: Dewees Museum, 3 0 1  W. Main Street, Trappe, PA 

RSVP: By October 1 9th to Heritage Conservancy, 2 1 5-3 45 -7 020 ext 1 09 

Light refreshments will be served. 

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania non-profit 

corporation, a 501 (c)(3), exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered 

with the Pennsylvania DepartmentofState, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration and 
financial information may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1 -800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1  
I If you haven 't already done so, 
I renew your a111111al membership today . . .  

I 
D Student $ 1 0.00 

D Individual $ 2 5 .00 

D Family $50.00 

D Supporting $ 1 00.00 - $249 .00 

D Patron $ 2 5 0.00 - $499 .00 

D Sustaining $ 5 00 .00 - $999.00 

D Benefactor $ 1 000.00 and up 

N ame: 

Address: 

e-mail address: -------------

Checks Payable to: The Historical Society 

Mail to: Richard Holcombe 

P.O. Box 26708 

Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708 

. . .  a11d e11courage friends and neighbors 
to join as well!! 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Sept 1 6  Visit our Booth a t  Trappe Community Day 

Sept 1 7  Heritage Day, Henry Muhlenberg House 

Craft Demonstrations l :30 to 4:30pm 

Tours at both sites 

Oct 26 Route 1 1 3 Heritage Corridor: Presentation 

by David Kimmerly, Heritage Conservancy 

Dewees Museum 7:30 - 9:00pm 

Light Refreshments 

Nov 5 Military Exhibit at Dewees Museum 

Honoring Veterans of All Wars 

I :30 to 4:00pm Light Refreshments 

Nov 1 1  Veterans Day Dinner 7:00 pm 

Caroline T. Moorehead Catering 

The Rev. Martha Kriebel will speak on 

The Perkiomen Valley in the Civil War Era 

Dec 3 Candlelight Tour, Henry Muhlenberg House 

4:00 to 8:00pm - Tours every half hour 

Light Refreshments at Visitors Center 

Dec I O  Holiday Bus Tour: Cape May Christmas 

(Details to be announced) 

Group Tours by Appointment (4-person minimum) 
Call Office 6 1 0-489-7560 

H enry M u hlen berg H o u s e  D ewees M u seu m 
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From the President . . .  

We are busily preparing for Fall and Winter events that we hope you will enjoy. 
You won 't want to miss Heritage Day on September 1 7th, which is being 
organized by our Administrative Advisor, Dona M. McDermott. There are some 
new exhibitors and crafters as well as some old favorites. Also, the day before
the 1 6th-we will have a booth at Trappe Community Day, so stop by and visit. 

One of my goals has been to offer Quarterly Meetings to present speakers 
on subjects of interest to our membership. Our October 26th event (see article 
page 3) will serve to accomplish the start of this effort by welcoming David 
Kimmerly of Heritage Conservancy to speak about the Route 113 Heritage 
Corridor. We look forward to welcoming old and new m embers of the Society to 
the Dewees Museum that evening. 

On November 5th, our Military Exhibit will honor Vete:ans of all wars. 
This will be a very m eaningful event to meet our local veterans as well as 
welcome those interested in military history. Our Veterans Day Dinner on 
November 1 1th will welcome The Rev. Martha Kriebel who will talk to us about 
the h istory of our area during the Civil War era. 

In December, we will have a Ca11d/elight Tour of the Muhle11berg House, 
as well as a bus trip--always with an historical view. This time we will celebrate 
the holidays in Cape May with tours of Victorian homes a11d a luncheon. 

As you can see, we are tryi11g to provide programs and eve11ts that will 
stimulate your interest a11d curiosity. Please note our needs in our Wish List (at 
right). We welcome your ideas and your participation, and we look forward to 
seeing you at the next event. Contact m e  at info@trappehistoricalsociety.org or 
call 61 0-489-3 736. 

Myrna Knaide 

NO N - P R O F I T  

O R G A N I ZA T I O N  

U .S.  P O S T A G E  P A I D  

C O L L EG E V I L L E  PA 

I q426 

P E R M IT N O .  9 

iijcritugc may 
Sunday, September 17, 2006 

Wish List . . .  
O u r  budget is l i m ited ,  b ut o u r  needs a re 

m a n y .  If you ca n p rovi d e  a n y  of the 
fo l lowing ite m s ,  The H istorica l Society 
wou ld be most g ratefu l !  

0 Sa ndwich Boa rd Sig n a n d  Letteri ng 

0 Flat D rawer Files 

0 Porta ble Speaker System 

0 Track Lig hting for M i lita ry Ex hibit  

Give us a ca l l  at  ( 6 1 0 )  489 - 7 5 6 0  to 
d iscuss any ite m ( s )  you may wish to 

donate to ass u re that it is an a p p rop riate 
match for our need s .  

I f  y o u  p refer to sponsor the p u rchase of 
an item l isted a bove, we w i l l  research the 
cost a nd ad vise you . 

• • •  Thank you for your help! 

Visit our Website 
www.tra p p e h istoricalsociety.org 

Sponsored by 
Holcombe Funeral Home, Inc. 
and TR Insurance Group, Inc. 


