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Christmas 225 Years Ago

From The Journals of

Please j oin us on December 1 st for our Annual Holiday Open House.
B oth the Henry Muhlenberg House and Dewees Museums will reflect
events in Trappe in 1 77 7 when the Army was camped at Valley Forge
and the soldiers were on the road almost daily. Pastor Muhlenberg' s
J ournal does not indicate any kind o f C hristmas festivity. The excerpts
from the Journal reprinted here give you the activities. This year's
decorations, provided by Dr. and Mrs. Ivan Hess, are very simple in
respect for the 1 77 7 war .
The exhibit in the Andrew Miller Room at Dewees will continue to
highlight the Revolutionary War and General Washington, with some
items added since Heritage Sunday.
Again this year, the Art Class from Trappe Elementary School South
will trim the Christmas Tree in the southwest room. If you haven't been
in the Dewees Museum recently, we suggest that you v isit each room and
try to locate the artifacts added this Fall.
Pastor M uhlenberg will return to his house at 2 0 1 W. Main Street on
December I st at 2 :00pm. He will share with us his trip from Germany
to Providence 260 years ago in 1 742 and also reflect on the visit of
General Peter Muhlenberg during the Valley Forge encampment. We
have had three personal items-the regimental flag, general orders book,
and the account book of the General-<m loan since H eritage Sunday,
and these Pastor Muhlenberg will return to his grandson of eighth
generation descent, Mr. Peter Goetz of Berks County.
Refreshments will be available in the V isitors Center following the
visit of Pastor Muhlenberg. Both museums will be open at 1 :30pm.
Parking will be available behind Dewees Museum and at St. Luke's
Church.
B oth museums will also be open on December 8th from I :30 to
4:00pm. We invite you to consider an historic memento as a Christmas
gift for a loved one, available at the Dewees M useum or the Visitors
+
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I :30 - 4:30pm Henry Muhlenberg House and Dewees M useum Open
2:00pm
Pastor Muhlenberg Speaks
Dedication of Five-Plate Stove

December 8

I :30 - 4 :00pm Both Museums Open

December 9

Museums Open by Appointment until Spring 2003
Call Dewees Museum 6 1 0-489-7560 (Tues & Thurs 9am Noon)
Museum Director/Historian 6 10-489-2624
-
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December 24, Wednesday.

Last night an
Englishwoman died in our neighborhood. She
and her husband and children had fled here
from Philadelphia two weeks ago. Mental
anxiety and pneumonia with obstruction were
the cause of death. I am receiving one report
after another that the British officers are
extremely angry at me and are seeking to
apprehend me. So it goes when one tries to be
neutral or to treat both parties alike in this
fermentation. In the forenoon Commis[ary]
Rob. Dill came with two wagons and fetched
the rest of the provisions [for Valley Forge].
December 25, Thursday, Christmas Day.

The weather was bitter cold. In the forenoon
went to church and held divine service with the
congregation. I mentioned among other things
that lat year about this time the chastening and
punishing rod of God had been at Trentown,
only thirty miles away from us, and that never
theless the Lord God had allowed us to stand
for a whole year. He had allowed us to be
digged about and dunged. Now what about the
fruits? If the fruits were not forthcoming we
would certainly be cut down; the ax was
already laid at the root of the trees, etc.
In the afternoon we buried, in our cemetery,
the Englishwoman who died yesterday. She left
behind among strangers a grief-stricken
husband, three children, and two grandchildren.
There are distressing reports that the Indians
are again massacring in the back country of
Pennsylvania and that all kinds of vagabonds,
who have deserted from both armies, are joining
them. Moreover, it is becoming more and more
dangerous from day to day in our own region of
Providence. The A merican army is preparing
its winter quarters on the other side of the
Schulkiel, about ten miles from our homestead,
and part of the British army has moved out of
Philadelphia. They are not far separated from
each other. The road from Philadelphia to
Providence and Reading is open to the British
hussars, and there is robbery and stealing going
on at nights. Our friends are earnestly advising
that we two old folks should flee to Tolpehaken.

PASTOR MUHLENBERG PRESENT FOR STOVE DEDICATION
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED
On S unday, December 1 , 2002, at 2 : 00pm, the long-awaited dedication of the two five
plate stoves will be celebrated i n the Muhlenberg House. This will be a joyous way to observe

/

the 260th Anniversary of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg' s arrival in Trappe on December 1 2,
1 742. Pastor Muhlenberg, along with Chaplain William Fluck, will be present for the day.
He will be interviewed by Historian Dr. John C. Shetler to learn the details of his arrival and

the purchase of the stove for the house on what is now 7th Avenue. We shall also learn of his receiving it back
from Mr. Diehl for use in the house on what is now known as West Main Street.

Dr. Herbert H. Michel,

President of the Historical Society, will preside at the dedication.
The contributors who made possible the reproducing of the stove plates and the installing
of them in their places in the restored house will be present.

Members of today ' s

Muhlenberg Family wil l pruiicipate. We expect the architects, pattern company, and the
foundry representatives to be present. As the stoves are evident i n each of the first floor
rooms, all three rooms will be used for seating.
This is also the 225th Anniversary ofthe Continental Army in Trappe and the Perkiomen
Valley . We shall recognize some of the fundamental principles from the founding of our nation that we want
to endure i n the lives of our citizens today. This will be a great day of Thanksgiving.
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Renew Your Membershipfor 2003

Year-End Contribution

You may bring your membership form and pay your
dues at the Visitors Center on Decem her I st or 8th.

, - --- ---- - -- - ---,
INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP:

Dues have not increased for several years.
We, therefore, invite you to make a

2003

year-end contribution for a new

No. PeMns

___

entrance walk that will provide an easy access to
Regular

@

$ 1 0.00

Student

@

$2.00

Schrack

@

$1 5.00

Life

@

$ 1 00.00

the Dewees Museum.
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