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Judge Bechtle To Speak At "Heritage Day" Sunday 
The Historical Society of 

Trappe is marking Heritage 
Sunday on September 22nd 
with a special 3 P.M. 
program to be held at 
Augustus Lutheran Church in 
Trappe. Augustus Church is 
located at 7th A venue and 
Main Street. 

The original idea of 
Heritage Sunday was to mark 
the date that Washington 
entered Montgomery County. 
Washington crossed the 
Schuylkill River at 
Parkerford and marched on 
to Trappe. Some of his 
troops camped in Trappe 
while others moved on to 
Evansburg where Wash-
ington established his 
headquarters. 

Henry Melchoir Muhlen
berg recorded some of these 
activities in his journals. 

The guest speaker for 
Heritage Sunday will be 
Louis Charles Bechtle, Chief 
Judge of the United States 
District Court of the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. 

Judge Bechtle will speak 
on the First Amendment of 
the Bill of Rights with 
particular reference to 
Freedom of Religion. 

At the time that the Bill of 
Rights was submitted to the 
States for ratification, 
Frederick Muhlenberg of 
Trappe was the Speaker of 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives and became 

the first signator on the Bill 
of Rights. 

The Collegeville-Trappe 
Ministerium will be parti
cipating in the program and 
Augustus Church will pro-

vide appropriate music of the 
period. Everyone is invited to 
attend this infonnative 
presentation. A social hour 
will take place and a free will 
offering will be received. 

Major Robert Stewart To Address 
November 11th Annual Meeting 

Major Robert C. Stewart will give a presentation illustrated 
with colored slides on Desert Storm, the recent Mideast War. 
Major Stewart was a member of General Schwarzskopf s 
Headquarters Staff and was stationed in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Major Stewart is a son of Mr. and Mrs. John Stewart. He is a 
graduate of both Spring-Ford High School and the U.S.  Air Force 
Academy. He has earned numerous commendations for his 
actions in duty stations including bases in the U.S.,  Europe, Latin 
America and the Middle East. 

Major Stewart earned the Air Force Achievement Medal for 
outstanding action as Airborne Mission Commander during a 
rescue mission which saved 32 sailors from a sinking Cypriot ship 
250 miles off the coast of Ireland. 

He also was honored with the Meritorious Service Medal for 
his involvement as an aircrew member and mission planner during 
various missions during America' s reaffirmation of freedom of 
the seas off Libya and "was instrumental in the mission's 
success," according to his citation. 

During Desert Shield and Desert Storm, Major Stewart "was 
intimately involved in all aspects of the planning and execution of 
both the defensive and offensive campaigns," according to his 
commander, Colonel Jesse L. Johnson. 

For his action during the wartime operations in which "he 
continually provided operational expertise and information 
affecting the successful execution of Special Operation Forces 
missions in enemy territory," Major Stewart received the Bronze 
Star. 

This will provide a rare opportunity for the public in the 
Perkiomen Valley to learn first hand of the intricacies of the war, 
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the rescue missions and the general conditions of the personnel 
and the terrain. This will be the first time that such slides will be 
shown in this area of the country. 

Dr. John C. Shetler has announced he is maintaining the 

tradition of the president, serving in office for two terms of two 
years each. Only the founding president, Frederick Grimison 
served longer until his death with the second president, Charles 
Wismer, filling the unexpired term and having two terms of his 
own. The treasurer, the Rev. L. Eugene Moyer, has also 
announced that since he now lives in Bernville he would retire 
from office in November when his present term ends. Other 
offices which are filled by election every two years are first vice 
president, second vice president, secretary, chaplain, historian 
and corresponding secretary. All other positions are appointed. 

At the June dinner meeting, Dr. Shetler appointed Mr. 
Richard Holcombe chairperson of the Nominating Committee 
and the two members authorized by the by-laws are Mrs. Linda 
Korenkiewicz and Mr. Charles E. Wismer, Jr. 

Please use the dinner reservation form in this newsletter 
and make your reservation as soon as possible to assure your 
place for the meeting. The public is invited to attend. 

VETERANS DAY DINNER 
ANNUAL :MEETING 
NOVE:MBER 1 1 , 1991 

MONDAY 7:00 P. M. 
Mooreheads Catering, First A venue, Trappe 

Clip and Mail to: 
Mr. Norman Holcombe, 2 1  Main Street, Trappe, PA 1 9426 

Please reserve __ places at $ 1 5 .00 each 
to cover the dinner, decoration, incidentals 

__ Ham Dinner(s) __ Beef Dinner(s) Total $ 

Address --------------

P.O. & Zip �-----------� 

Telephone ------------

Membership 
Invitation 

1mmmmmmmm1mmmmmmmmm1mmtmmmmmmmmmmmmmm1 
We invite all who receive our 

newsletter to become members of 
the Historical Society. We have 
kept the dues low because most 
members also support the 
restoration of the Muhlenberg 
House. 
Those members who have not 

yet paid their 1 991 dues are 
urged to do so now. Please 
return the membership form 
below. 
Those members whose mailing 

label has a " D" as part of the 
address are currently delinquent. 

Clip here and send to: 
MR. NoRMAN D. HoLCOr.mE 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

21 MAIN STREET 

TRAPPE, PA 19426 

Life Membership: $ 1 00. __ 

Schrack Supporting: $ 1 0. __ 

Regular Member: $4.00 __ _ 

Student Member: $2.00 --

(through College) 

Name: ---------

Street: ---------

Town/Zip: _______ _ 
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The Board of Directors, on 

recommendation of the Muhlenberg 

Committee, has approved the 1 991  study for ,������ 
historic restoration by Restoration il 
Architect, John Milner, and have set their 

sights for the long range work. 

The Milner Report indicates that 85 
to 90% of the basic 1 8th century 

stmcture remains under the 1 9th century 

changes and the design of the house can be 

restored to the 1 776 Muhlenberg 

Residency. 

Recent removal of exterior stucco reveals that a pent roof extended on all four sides 

of the house and a gable cornice dignified the gable ends of the building. A small porch with 

a seat on each side of the front door existed. Large fireplace locations have been discovered 

on both the first and second floors. 

The board has approved proceeding with development of working drawings and 

specifications as soon as funds become available. They also approved lowering the roof to 
its original height which provides for the handsome eKterior appearance which existed during 

the Muhlenberg period. 

Fundraising Audit Released 
The Muhlenberg Committee of the Trappe 

Historical Society has released an audit of 
their fundraising efforts. In 1 989, the 
committee spent $1 ,256. 29 to raise $97, 1 67 .  
In  1 990, the group spent $9,674.93 to raise 
contributions in the amount of $201 ,9 1 3. 

The findings, a portion of the overall audit 
performed by Jim Lorah of Lorah, Kimmel & 
Associates on the society ' s  finances, were 
announced last month. 

Trappe Chronicle 
Newsletter qf the 

Trappe Historical Society 
REv. JoHN SHEn..ER, EorroR 

JAMES T. STEWART, MANAGING EDITOR 



The Muhlenberg Committee 

of the 
Trappe Historical Society 

-Presents-
Second Annual Flea Market 

& Fund Raiser 
Saturdav Oct. 12 
8:30 AM to 4 PM 

At The Muhlenbere House 

201 Main Street. Tra� 

Parking across the street_ at St. L_uke 's_Church 

• Pottery Demonstration 
• Baked Goods 

• Plant Table 

Refreshments 
• Antiques & Collectibles 

• Elegant Junque 

• Crafts 

Flea Market Items Wanted! 
Contact Jim Stewart 

489-3001 

HlsTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE 
P.O. Box 828 
CollEGEVILLE, PENNsn v ANIA 19426 

Fall 1991 Newsletter 
Please Do Not Delay! 

CERTIFICATE OF GIFT 
For restoration of the Muhlenberg House and 
the establishment of the Leadership 
Development Heritage Center, I/We enclose a 
check made payable to the HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, in the name of: 

Street Town State/Zip 

Telephone 

__ $50 __ $75 __ $ 1 00  

__ $500 __ $1000 Other 

I wish to discuss with you the possibility of a 
larger gift __ . 

Clip and mail to: Historical Society of Trappe 
P.O. Box 828, Collegeville, PA 1 9426 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
COLLEGEVILLE, PA. 

PERMIT NO. 9 

Address Correction Requested 


