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Society Seeks Volunteers!
The greatest need the Society has is volunteers! We have
many programs and events planned, but without the help
of volunteers we cannot reach our potential.
In order to ful fi l l the purpose of this non-profit, educa
tional society--encouragement oflocal historical research
and the publication of the results, promotion of historical
activities in the community, and encouragement of the
preservation of historic and archaeological sites and
structures throughout the Trappe area-we must rely on
our members to participate in our efforts to bring to the
community information and knowledge of their heritage.
There are many ways in which you can help-a l ist of
suggestions is shown on page 4. Volunteering offers an
opportunity to meet and socialize with others of simi lar
interests. It also affords the satisfaction of supporting a
local site of historic significance and sharing your special
talents.
Please allow some time in your busy schedule to work
•!•
with the Society to make it all it can be !

Yard Sale Plannedfor May
On Saturday, May 20th, a Yard Sale will be held on the
grounds of the Henry Muhlenberg House (rain date May
27th). It' s purpose is three-fold: To raise funds for main
tenance of the Henry Muhlenberg House, to eliminate
some items we have accumulated that are not necessarily
historic in nature, and to enhance community awareness.
Helping us plan this event is member and volunteer
Linda Wiemusz. She has brought exciting ideas to this
effort and we are very grateful for her help !
We are offering spaces for all those wishing to set up
their wares. There will be a raffle for a framed print of
the Muhlenberg House, and, thanks to the generosity of
our local businesses, we will sel l coffee, donuts, birch
beer, and pretzels. We will have a "Trash to Treasure"
table for those who would like to donate items for the
benefit of the Society. See the enclosed form for details.
So start rummaging through your attics and basements
-it's not too early to get ready for this May event!
•!•

Consider an Historic Site Marker . . .
This is an area rich in history. If you would like your
house, church, school, or other structure to be histori
cally recognized (and can substantiate a date of 1 900 or
earlier), please contact the Society to learn more about
purchasing an Historic Site Marker.
Cost is $75.00
Call 6 1 0-489-7560

From the Preside n t . . .
First and foremost, we really are in need of Volunteers, so if you can
help, give us a call-you will be surprised at how many ways you can
help-and you will feel very much appreciated ! (See page 4 or visit our
website: trappehistoricalsociety.org.)
You will want to participate in our Bus Tou r and our Yard Sale
(page l and enclosed flyers), as well as our Annual Clean-Up Day
(page 4) and our Docent Orientation in April. During the March
Membership Drive we hope to increase our membership through press
releases as well as through your encouragement of friends and neighbors
to attend our events and see for themselves the work that we do and the
interest we have in promoting the heritage of our area.
We are excited to announce our own Speaker's Bureau with our
first presentation at the Schwenksville Library in April (page 3). We
welcome speaking invitations from service clubs and organizations to
inform their membership about individuals from our area who were
instrumental in forming our nation (call the office at 6 1 0-489-7560).
The Museum Committee led by Bob Meschke, along with our newly
elected Historian Rev. Judith Meier, has reorganized and is working to
make your visit to our two s ites interesting and informative.
As always, I invite your thoughts and i deas and look forward to
hearing from you Contact me at info@trappehistoricalsociety.org or
call 6 1 0-489-3 736.
Myrna Knaide

Upcoming Bus Tour Explores Muhlenberg Hist01y
On Friday, May 1 2th, Society members and friends will spend the day
exploring Muhlenberg History. Leaving from the Henry Muhlenberg
House, we will first visit the Conrad Weiser Homestead followed by lunch
at the Union Canal House, ending with a tour of Ephrata Cloister. You
won' t want to m iss this meaningful historical learning experience, so please
fi l l out the descriptive reservation form enclosed as soon as possible.
Recalling our bus tour on October
29th, it was a busy, yet unhurried
series of events. W e first had a won
derful guided tour of Eastern State
Penitentiary, going from there to an
outstanding lunch at C i ty Tavern
(left). After shopping at Reading
Terminal, we were led through the

streets of Phi ladelphia (right) on this
crisp Fall-ish day by a friendly
"witch" who related ghost stories of
Revolutionary times.
All agreed it was a fun-fi lled day '
and looked forward to the next tri p!

I n G rateful Appreciation o f t h e generous donors w h o m a d e possible the

Fro m The Journals o f

installation of a WALKWAY at the WEST ENTRANCE OF DEWEES

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg

MUSEUM, thereby allowing easier access for Visitors:
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In the evening several com

panies of soldiers returned here to Providence
from Ticonderoga after serving their stipulated
time. It was d i fficult for them to find quarters.
Frederick Muhlenberg took in seven of them,
gave them a warm room for the night in the
adjoining house, and supplied them with supper
and sauerkraut, which pleased them very much
and for which they were thankful because they
had not had anything warm for a long time.
Afterwards four German coachmen arrived and
requested something warm to eat;

they, too,

were given supper by Frederick. Although the
soldiers' stipulated time has expired, most of
them have enlisted again to the end of the war.
March 1 1 .

Had all sorts of English and

German visitors who sought help for the sick,
for there are no practitioners in the art of
conjecture in this whole region inasmuch as
they have gone to the military hospitals.

I

cannot help them because the Halle medicine is
exhausted.

What there is left of it is so ex

pensive that poor people cannot afford it. The
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proverb says: Do not meddle in other people's
business, etc. However, the command to love
one's neighbor goes beyond the sensus litterae,
so that one may put out a fire i n an emergency,
even on the Sabbath, or may haul an i njured
dumb animal out of a well, even i f it is not done
according to the methodus mathematica. The
Aesculapii [physicians] dare not take offense,

for they are not here.

As long as the Hall e

Eagle Scout Candidate Completes Projectfor Society
Stephen McMillan's efforts to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout resulted in a great
benefit to the Society. Stephen, working closely with leaders and selected members
of Boy Scout Troop 87, spent a significant amount of time painting the outside of both
the Visitors Center and the shed adjacent to the Henry Muhlenberg House.
In late August 2005, Stephen and his assistants, armed with ladders and tools, as
;:::;;���n:ot well

spent several

creating much improved surroundings just in time for the

accompanying printed directions. But since I

I

determination and commitment,

weekends scraping, repairing, and painting the two buildings,

medicines lasted, I used them according t o the
must do without these medicines

as

Society ' s annual Heritage Day event in September.

give people,

A s part of the requirements to attain the rank of Eagle

who ask for it, counsel from the blessed Dr.

Scout, Stephen had to lead a service project, including pre

John Samuel Carl' s Apotheke and Dr. Tissot's
I show them the

paring a plan of action, developing a list of manpower and

remedies which the great Benefactor causes to

materials, and documenting progress. Building Committee

Haus-Arzenei-Buch,

and

Chairman Larry DiPiano, who initiated the project, com-

grow on their land or before their doors without
payments or interest.

Perhaps the physicians

will soon return and I wil l be relieved of this
burden.

•

mended this dedicated Scout, noting, "Several people have
remarked about how good the buildings look. You and your

l!!::�:!.!!I crew did a wonderful job."
Stephen McMillin
Stephen resides with his family in Schwenksville and is an
of Boy Scout Troop 87
honor student at Germantown Academy, Fort Washington.

Consider an Endowment Fund

In a note sent to DiPiano thanking the Society for allowing him to do the project, he

We in vite you to establish an Endowment Fund that

Scout. We thank Stephen for his fine work, and we have no doubt that he will be

will address the future needs ofthe Society.
A gift of cash or securities during one 's life
time, or a bequest by will, will continue long into
the future. Farms can be provided, but such a de
cision should be discussed with your attorney.
To learn more about this, please call Myrna
Knaide (610-489-3 736).

mentioned that he has two more merit badges to complete before he becomes an Eagle
successful in reaching his goal.
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FROM: Richard A. Holcombe, Membership Chairman
6 1 0/489-7266 (voice), 6 1 0/489-2300 (fax), rah4 J 548@aol.com (e-mail)
TO: Society Members and Donors
Once again, it's time to renew your Historical Society dues. The society volunteers--our officers, directors, and
members-<:ontinue to work at the DeWees museum and library; and the Muhlenberg House. Your financial support

enables us to improve the society and the programs it offers you and the comm unity.
Levels of membership are:
STUDENT .. $ I 0,
INDIVIDUAL . . $25 ,
FAMILY . . $50,
SUPPORTlNG .. $ 1 00 - $249,

PATRON . . $250 - $499,
SUSTAINING . . $500 - $999,

BENEFACTOR .. $ 1 ,000 AND UP.

Family memberships include more than one person, e.g. "The Jones Family" or "Mr. & Mrs. John Jones," but will be

limited to one mail ing per address.

Life Members-you 've been "grandfathered. " Although life memberships are no longer accepted, previous life
memberships continue and you do not need to pay additional dues. *
Remember: The society's "dues year" is January 1 thru December 31. HOWEVER, IF YOU PAID DUES AFTER
OCTOBER 3 1 ST, 2005, THOSE DUES ARE CREDITED FOR 2006 AND YOU ARE C URRENT.
Members who h ave not paid any d ues for several years but are still on the mailing list: We also need your help.
Please consider making a dues payment.

Recent society donors: You receive mail regardless of membershi p status but we would sincerely appreciate your
membershi p and dues in support of the society's work.

*Life Members: The enclosed information is provided for your verification only. NO PAYMENT IS NECESSARY.
Finally, we like to verify and update our membership/mailing list annually: so please review your current information
enclosed. I f necessary, make any changes and return the form as instructed below.
Please mail your check (payable to HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE) and your membersh ip information to me at
PO Box 26708, Col legevi lle, PA 1 9426-0708.
Thank you in advance for your support.

The Historical Society Of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc. is a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, a
50J (c) (3) exempt organization under the US. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered with the PA Dept. OfState,
Bureau Of Charitable Organizations.
The official registration andfinancial information of The Historical Society Of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley,
Inc. may be obtainedfrom the Pennsylvania Department Of State by calling to/I-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800- 7320999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Contributions to The Historical Society Of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc. are tax deductible to the extent
allowed by law.
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of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc.
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Pricfay, � ay 1 2,

2006

This specially designed tou r will visit two sites relating d i rectly to Muhlenberg history. Ann a
Maria Weiser, daughter o f Con rad Weiser, was the wife o f Henry Melchior Muhlenberg.
There is much to learn about Weiser's colorful h istory as a statesman, pioneer, and
peacemake r. His connection with religious struggles is explored further at Ephrata Cloister.
In between, enjoy a wonderfu l lunch and b rief tou r at an historic 1 8th centu ry tavern. The
month of May should offer pleasant temperatures, as well as the company of members and
friends on this memorable tou r through history.
8:30 A.M.

Bus Pickup at Henry Muh lenberg House, 2 0 1 W. Main Street, T rappe

9:45 A.M.

Self-G uided Tou r of Conrad Weiser Homestead in Womelsdorf, PA

1 : 00 P.M.

Lunch at Union Canal House with selection of entree, followed by a brief tou r

3 : 00 P.M.

Visit to Ephrata Cloister

6 : 30 P.M.

Approximate Return Time to Trappe

Members:

$70.00 per person

Non-Members:

$80.00 per person

Payment Deadline: April 3, 2006 (not refu ndable after this d ate)

,-----------------------------------------,
Reservations Requi red

I Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley

Address: ------Tel. No: ------

,.
Mail to:

..

Historical Society Bus Tour
P.O. Box 26708
Collegeville, PA 19426-0708

Bus Tour #60343

May 12, 2006

Entree Selection: Pork Chops
No.
Broiled Flounder
No.
Chicken Rosemary No.
Members:
Non-Members:

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

No. @ $70.00 ea $
No. @ $80.00 ea $

_
_
_

_
_
_

Total Amount $

_
_
_

Check Payable to: The Historical Society

, ., · ... •
Payment Deadline: April 3, 2006 (not refu nd able after this date)
.
•
- - - - -- - - - _J
L---------------------------------.

1 , 1 _

Wqe l;iatnriral �nriety
of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc.

May 20, 2006
(Rain Date May 27th)

Henry Muhlenberg House

201 W. Main Street, Trappe

8:00 A.M.
V

Spaces Available ($15 per Space)!

V

"Trash to Treasure" Table!

V

to

1:00 P.M.

Funds will be benefit

maintenance of the Henry Muhlenberg House
Donations to Society will benefit

Muhlenberg House
Parking Available at St. Luke's (across from Muhlenberg House)

V

Come early for Coffee and Donuts!

V

Bame! Win a Framed Print

(soe

each)

of Muhlenberg Bouse
by Eugene Bechtel!

Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley

Address:

��"I°� �
� /,�, �

,e,"f"� �-N7M' I I

�

Yard Sale Space Reservation - May 20, 2006

-------

No. of Spaces (lOXlO)

__

@ $15.00 per Space

Clteck Payable to: The Historical Society
Tel. No:

Mail to:

-----

Historical Society Yard Sale

P.O. Box 26708

Collegeville, PA

19426-0708

Payment Deadline:

May 10, 2006

You will receive a letter of confirmation

L-----------------------------------------�

History

r---------------1

of the Muhlenberg Family Bible

The Rev. Judith A. Meier, Historian

On December 4, 2005, at the Annual Hol iday Open House, Pastor Muhlenberg,

portrayed by the Rev. W i ll iam A Fluck, and Mother Muhlenberg, portrayed by

=�-====--==-�=-o-=:i the Rev. Judith A. Meier, recreated a con

versation at the Henry Muhlenberg House in
which they discussed our newly acquired
Muhlenberg Bible.
The B i ble was donated to the Society i n

the Fal l o f 2005 when Dr. John Peter Gabriel
Muhlenberg of Reading presented it to the
Rev. Dr. John C. Shetler, then Historian of the
S ociety.

Dr.

Muhlenberg was

a

direct

descendant of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg
through two of his sons, John Peter Gabriel
Muhlenberg and GotthilfHenry Ernest Muhlenberg. Dr. Muhlenberg passed away
O ctober 28, 2005, and two days later Dr. Shetler died from injuries s uffered in an
automobile accident.
This Muhlenberg Family B ib le is a Martin Luther translation printed i n
N uremberg i n 1768. I t includes the Apocrypha as well as the Augsburg
C onfession and a number of interesting engravings. Inscribed on the frontispiece
are these words:
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, .fi"om his father,

F. A. Muhlenberg, 1890, this

relic ofhis pious Lutheran ancestors, for himselfand his heirs.

This remarkable relic ofthe past, I cheerfully give to my nephew, Hiester H

Muhlenberg, and to his heirs, in secula seculorum. Christmas
Dec. 25th 1890.

1890.

Reading

F . A. Muhlenberg was the son of Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, grandson

of Gotthilf Henry Ernest Muhlenberg, and great grandson of Henry Melchior
Muhlenberg.

F. A Muhlenberg ' s wife was Catherine Ann Muhlenberg, the

granddaughter of John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg. F. A Muhlenberg's son Henry

INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP:

I
D Student
$ 1 0.00
I
I
O Individual
$25 .00
I
0 Family
$50.00
I
D Supporting
$ 1 00.00 - $249.00
I
D Patron
$250.00 - $499.00
I
D Sustaining
$500.00 - $999.00
I
I
D Benefactor
$ 1 000.00 and up
I
I
I
Address:
I
I
I
I
I
e-mail address:
I
I
Checks Payable to: The Historical Society
I
Mail to: Richard Holcombe
I
P.O. Box 26708
I
Collegevi lle, PA 1 9426-0708
I
I
Renew your membership today
I
I
to help maintain our historic sites!
L---------------�

I
I

------

---����---�

Many Thanks!
•

To Dr. Ivan Hess for his gift of 1 8th century

•

To Mrs. Mayland Crosson who responded to

Henry Muhlenberg, whose mother, Henrietta Augusta Muhlenberg, also a des
cendant of GotthilfHenry, had died earlier that year after the birth of a third child.

•

To Stacey Swigart who donated a Deluxe Flip

Hiester Henry Muhlenberg was the father of Dr. John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg,

•

To Mr. af!d Mrs. Walter Daller who funded

I t is not clear from the existing evidence whether the B ible originated with
Father Muhlenberg or the scholar or the general. What we do know is that it is
altogether fitting that this Muhlenberg Fami ly Bible has found a pennanent home
•:•

Chart, which we w i l l find most useful for pre

•

the cost of three Peter Muhlenberg documents.
To Mr. and Mrs. Richard Heist who funded
the cost of a Frederick Muhlenberg document,
as well as brought them to our attention and bid
on them in behalf of the Society.

Society Represented at Schwenksville Library
On April 4th at 7:00pm Myrna K.naide and Dona M. McDermott w i l l speak at the

•

Schwenksvi lle Library on Second Avenue in S chwenksville. Myrna w i l l provide

an overview ofthe m ission of the Society, our two historical sites, and some of the
people who lived there during the forming of our nation.

Dona will highlight Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, son of Henry Melchior
during the Revolutionary War as wel l as contributing in many other ways to our
•:•

To Rodney Bowers who designed and built the
display case for the Muhlenberg Fam i ly Bible
and to Lee Litka who provided the black
walnut wood.

•

Muhlenberg, whose colorful career included serving under General Washington
growing nation. Cal l 6 1 0-489-7 560 for further information.

our W ish List with the donation of a TVNCR.

sentations and displays.

the donor of the B ible.

in the Muhlenberg F amily Home.

fireplace equipment, now in place in the Henry
Muhlenberg House.

Melchior Muhlenberg never married. At C hristmas time 1 890 Uncle Henry turned

over this beloved family Bible to his brother William ' s five-year-old son, Hiester

2006

To Maureen Ruggiero for donating a coat rack
that has been put to very good use at the
Dewees Museum.

•

To Ron Oelschlager who instal l ed our new
dedicated modem/fax telephone line.

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania non-profit
corporation,

a

50 I (c)(3 ), exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered

with the Pennsylvan ia DepartmentofState, Bureau ofCharitable Organizations. Official registration and
financial information may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1 -800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by l aw.

Visit Our Website
www . trappehistoricalsociety.org
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EV ENTS

March

Me mbersh ip Drive

Ap ri l 4

Presentation at Schwenksville Library

Anril q

flnr.t>nt OriPnt�tinn �t flPwPP<: M11<: eum

Apnt n
:

May 1 2

0

_

Bus Tour to Conrad Weiser

Homestead and Ephrata Cloister

Yard Sale at Henry Muhle nb erg House

Opening o f Sunday Tours w ith
Both Mu seums Open l :30 - 4:00pm

14

Flag Day Dinner (<!�tails TBD)
.

Group Tours by Appointment
(4 -perso n mi nimum)
Call Office

6 1 0-489-7560

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

D

D

D

D

D

D

0
Dewees Museum

0..

.

Docent/Tour Guide
Tour Guide for School Groups
Visitor Center (greeter, museum shop sales)
Public Relations
Prepare Mailings
Data Entry (books, acquisitions, etc.)
Assist Property Committee
Assist Grounds Committee
Historic Housekeeper
Special Program/Events Planning
Children's Education Specialist

Special Events:

D

Henrv Muhlenbere House

•

General and Seasonal:

and Henry Muhlenberg House
Ocam - 1 1 ""'"' "'

New Exhibit at Dewees Museum

June

.

0

(see enclosed flyer) 8am - 1 pm
June 4

Whether your interest is committee work o r o n an
as-needed basis, please consider offeringyour time
as a volunteer. Here are a few suggestions

Clean-Up Uay at Uewees Museum

(see enclosed flyer)
May 20

-..:
"'
"'
-

CALL FOR VOL UNTEERS! !

Special Project Committee (as needed)
Admissions Taker
Craftsperson (skills in 1 8th century crafts)
Membership Table
Assist Hospitality Comm ittee
Parking Assistant
Room Guide
Set-Up/C lean-Up

Call 610-489- 7560 to let us know ofyour interest!
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