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"History Detectives "A irs July 23rd 
On Monday, Ju ly 23rd, at 9 : 00pm, "History 
Detectives" wil l  air the episode that was partially 
fi lmed at the Henry Muhlenberg House. This PBS 
series i nvestigates the authentic ity ofa wide variety 
of  artifacts and documents. 

This story is about Peter Muhlenberg and his 
involvement in the Revolutionary War in which he 
served under General George Washington. It is 
based on an investigation of the clerical robe that 
was believed to have been worn by Reverend Peter 
Muhlenberg during h is sermon on January 2 1 ,  
1 7 76,  i n  Woodstock, Virginia. Along with the robe,  
the history of the Muhlenberg family  w i l l  be  re
visited and the popular legend explored that Peter 
Muhlenberg tore off his robe during his last sermon 
to reveal a mi l itary uniform. 

Elyse Luray, who hosted thi s  episode, inter
viewed A. G .  Roeber, Professor of History and 
Religious Studies at Penn State University, whose 
ex.pert knowledge contributed much information on 
th is subj ect. After the February filming at the 
Muh lenberg House, the crew continued on to 
Wil l iamsburg, V irgin ia, to further expand their 
research with a texti le expert. 

We will be able to view the results of their 
findings on July 23rd. The entire interview may be 
accessed in the History Detectives section of 
PBS .erg. Photos taken during the filming may be 
seen at our website: trappehistoricalsociety.org 
(Calendar and Events). 

Many wi l l  recognize Luray as a former appraiser 
on PBS' Antique Road Show, and currently for the 
popular show "If Wal l s  Could Talk. "  

The filming took place in the Southeast Parlor of 
the Henry Muhlenberg House on Main Street in 
Trappe, one of two sites m aintained by The Society. 
Tune in on the 2 3 rd !  •:• 

October Bus Tour . . . . . . . . . 

--

From the President . . .  

We have achieved a lot since our last newsletter in providing a variety of 
interesting events and activities (see photos on page 3)  for our members 
and the community, starting in March with a terrific presentation by Jim 
Krombach on WWII Aviation. In  April we had our Docent Training, 
and a sold-out Bus Trip to Mt. Vernon that included a visit with Martha 
Washington. Arbor Day was celebrated with the donation and planting 
of a tree by the Norristown Garden Club. Spring Clean-Up Day 
finished up the .month. Then came the Yard Sale in  May which turned 
out to be a beautiful day, bringing us to the Open House which initiated 
our Sunday openings at the start of June. We continue through August to 
welcome visitors. 

We had a good turnout at the annual Flag Day Dinner, held this year 
at Trinity UCC. Our speaker was Rev. Philip K. Smith, whom we met 
during our bus trip to the Conrad Weiser Homestead. His enthusiasm 
and his knowledge of the Muhlenberg-Weiser connection was enjoyed by 
all .  Also receiving great reviews was Bause-Landry of Pottstown who 
catered the event. 

Looking ahead, we will  have a booth at the Grange Fair on August 
4th so stop by and visit. A respite then until September 1 5th when we 
wil l  have a booth at Trappe Community Day. Dona McDermott is 
coordinating Heritage Day, to be held this year on Saturday, September 
22nd, from l O:OOam to 4:00pm. This expanded time will give our 
craftspeople and our visitors more time to enjoy the day. 

The next Bus Tour on October 1 9th to New York City promises to 
be a great trip. What a great way to combine history and travel !  Please 
join us and make this trip a success ! On October 20th, another Historic 
Plaque Workshop is planned. 

We are excited about our upcoming Fundraiser on November 2nd, 
which will  attract the whole community. Much planning is underway 
and you' l l  be hearing a lot more about this !  On November 4th, we will 
again honor our Veterans with a special Military Room Exhibit. 

We hope you will continue to support The Society in all we do, both 
financially and through your attendance at our events. I can be reached 
at 6 1 0-489-3736 or i nfo@trappehistoricalsociety.org. 

. . .  Myrna Knaide 

. . . �ew York City 

Based on many requests, we wil l  be travel ing to New York City on Friday, October 1 9, 2007, for ;;\;- varie , 
sounds! First to Radio City for a backstage tour, on to lunch at Hurley's  Restaurant on West 48th'.Jtreet, 
r ide from B attery Park to Ellis Island .  A perfect way to spend an October day, without the '"' 

woes of driving and parking problems. Learn the history of these sites and enj oy the 
excitement of New York C ity ! 

Reservations must be made by August 1 7th ! We must have a m inimum of 25 passengers 
by that date to guarantee this trip. A detailed flyer i s  enclosed. Questions? Call 6 1 0-489-756 



The Jou rnals of 

Henry Melchior l\luhlenberg 

Wednesday, February 1 5, 1 764: In addition to the 
weakness which I was already suffering, moreover, a 
gri evous cross was laid upon the family. My youngest 
son, Enoch Samuel [The Providence Church Record 
states that Johan Enoch Samuel Muhlenberg was born 
August 2 1 ,  1 75 8] ,  who is almost six years old and has 
been ailing for about five weeks, suffered a sudden attack 
of brain fever and violent convulsions and was so 

pitifu l ly tormented that I thought he would give up the 
ghost. I therefore wrote a few l ines at once to Messrs. 
Groot and Schneider, asking them to confer with Mr. 
Keple tonight about the new church lot and to excuse me 
on account of my child's i l lness. And since I well know 

that God lays H is wonderful hand upon the children when 
He means to touch the parents, I went into my chamber 
and committed my child into the hands of the most 
faithful Saviour, humbly acknowledging that I was aware 
o f  His  intentiop that I would kiss H is fatherly rod o f  
discipline, and that I would make the best possible use of 
it. I acknowledged that I prized this child as a special gift 
o f  grace, because I saw in him the tender movements and 
workings of grace. But since I was o ld  and daily expec
ted my end, I preferred to send him on before me than 
leave him behind in this world that lieth in utter wicked
ness, if this was His  gracious wil l .  In the evening the 
convulsions left him, and he appears to be much better. 

Thursday, February 1 6, 1 764: A l l afternoon, until 
evening, we had a steady stream of friends who came to 
visit because of our sick chi ld .  The s ickness gradual ly 
resolved itself into catarrhus suffocativus despite the 
remedies that were used. To him the best restorative was 
to sit on his father's or his mother's lap and to hear them 
tell  him, in accord with his little understanding, about the 
loving Saviour and heaven and blessedness. When we 
sang several stanzas of the powerful Halle hymns for him, 
he expressed h is sorrow that he could not sing with us, 
but showed joy nevertheless. Near ten o'clock, when I 
had him o n  my lap for the last time and was about to put 
him back in bed, he lovingly kissed me good-by, and 
after both of his parents had sung the hymn, "Breit aus 
die Fliigel Beyde, 0 Jesu Meine Freude," etc., he fel l  
quietly asleep i n  h is  Redeemer upon whose all-holy merit 
he had been baptized. When parents give a description of 
their own children, it is, of  course, hardly possible to 
divest themselves of bias in accord with the best 
principles of critical analysis. One must tolerate and 
excuse a certain amount of coloring in their judgment, 
which must be attributed to weakness. But this much I 
can say to the praise of God: God's Spirit dwelt in him 
and manifested H is workings in him through his 
earnestness that was mixed with love and friendliness, h is 
unusual love for God's Word, edifying hymns, and 
prayer, and his sympathy for the poor, etc. In short, the 
fruits which are found in  ful l  measure in an adult, true 
Christian were present in him in miniature by one and the 
same Spirit of grace that workest the whole. There were 

present also the sinful buds and sprigs from the root he 
had inherited from his parents, upon which I did not fail 
to use the pruning knife of parental discipline, inasmuch 
as I have had a l ittle more opportunity to be with my 
children since I have been l iving in Philadelphia. 

Welcome New Board Member: Linda J. Kehr Wiernusz 

Linda Wiernusz was born and raised in Souderton, Pennsylvania. She is a 
graduate of Perkiomen School and Camden County Col lege. She earned a 
degree in ophthalmic science as wel l  as a New Jersey state l icence for 
ophthalm ic dispensing. 

Linda has been m arried for 1 6  years to Matthew W iemusz; they have a 
6-year-old daughter, Sophia. Linda and Matthew have restored a l 760's 
spring house original ly part of the Walebe Dairy Farm . An active member 
of the Gaudy Dutch Questers, she serves as secretary and is on the member
ship committee. She is the c lass agent for Perkiomen School and the Krieble 
Hall Gala. She is active at Shrewsbury Parish in Kennedyvil le, Maryland, 
working with bible school and their Dancing Under the Stars Gala. 

After working 1 2  years for Limebumer Optical Company, Linda is now 
a stay-at-home mother. In addition to col lecting antique molds, she enjoys 
making old-fashioned clear toy lol l ipops-many may know her from her 
participation in Heritage Day. 

Linda brings enthus iasm and innovation to The Society, and the Board 
welcomes her and looks forward to working with her. •!• 

Fundraising Event Announced 
We are pleased to announce that plans are now being formed for an exciting 
fundraising event this Fall ! "An Evening of Antique Appraisals" is scheduled 
for November 2nd. You wil l  be receiving information when all details are 
confirmed. This prom ises to be a gala event for al l  the community to 
enjoy-so mark your calendars now! 

Sponsors will be invited to underwrite expenses, and the proceeds will be 
used to help maintain our two sites, The Dewees Museum and the Henry 
Muhlenberg House. 

L inda Wiernusz is chairing this fundraiser. It is hoped that you will offer 
support as participants and volunteers for th is event. Stay tuned ! •!• 

Please Help Maintain the Henry Muhlenberg House! 
We have not yet m et our goal for reimbursing the cost of $3 ,790 for painting 
the Henry Muhlenberg House. We are so grateful to those who have responded 
so far. However we sti l l  need $ 1 ,  1 65,  and we cannot pursue additional main
tenance on the house unti l  this goal has been m et. Donors will be acknowl
edged in a plaque that wi l l  be posted in the Visitors Center. 

In our efforts to be good stewards of this historic site, we ask that you please 
contribute whatever you can, using the form below. Donations are tax 
deductible-and your employer m ay offer matching grants that could double 
the value of your gift!  Please help! •!• 

C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T  

for PAINTING THE HENRY MUHLENBERG HOUSE 

Enclosed is a check made payable to The Historical Society. 

In the Name of: ----------------------

In Memory of:-----------------------� 

Street 

City State Zip Tel. 

D $25 D $50 D $ 1 00 D $500 D $ 1 ,000 D Other 

Mail to: The Historical Society P.O. Box 26708 Collegeville PA 19426-0708 1 
I 
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By popular request, we will be traveling to New York City for a variety of sights and sounds ! First to Radio City Musical 
Hall-in the heart of Rockefeller Center-for a backstage tour exploring the art-deco interior and workings of this world
renowned theater. We wil l  enjoy lunch at his�oric Hurley's Restaurant in the midst of the Theater District. Our day 
wil l  end with a ferry ride from Battery Park at}:d spend time at Ellis Island-the dramatic gateway to the world. Absorb 
the hustle and bustle of New York City life a� w� ttavel from sit� tp �ite, all the while relaxing in the comfort of our bus. 
Take in the history of the,s_iJY and enjoy thei�?{�t�i;nent that is U;nfq�!�ly:New York! .�'i}ft_i_ L��;;- � - :�i;_; _ _ 
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Bus Tour (#67303) October 19,  2007 

.. . I 
M em bers: No. @ $1 1 0.00 ca 

J Checks Payable to: The Historical Society 

I j Mail to: Historical Society Bus Tour  11, , • • .. .. � • 
P.O. Box 26708 l . • ' • · -· Collegevi lle, PA 1 9426-0708 ·-·1J . L.. 1;� 

. - - - --
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Non-Members: No. $120.00 ca __ _ 

. . 
. .. 

• ... 

•I L.•, 
, . Total Amount of Check: $ 

; I ',. 
I P"lll' • ,, 

� " •1 I 
. . -... 

Payment Deadline: August 1 7, 2007 ,-, -,; .. "'" •'°r (not refundable after this date) > L- .. 
�!l' .. - - uf'1�·· 



Highlights of Historical Society Events 

Arbor Day planting at Henry Muhlenberg House 
with members and guests of the Norristown Garden 
Club and The Society. 

Volunteers at Yard Sale, May 1 2th, at Henry 
Muhlenberg House. 

April Bus Tour to 
Mt. Vernon and a visit 
with Martha Washington 
during lunch. 

Below, Chuck Knaide, 
Luciano Bertolazzi, and 

Tom Hartenbauer place 
wreath at Washington'  tomb. 

Flay Day Dinner speaker, Rev. Philip K Smith, visits with guests at left At right, Myrna Knaide 
welc mes Marie Shetler and Even Snyder. 

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania non-profit 

corporation, a 5 0 l (c)(3), exempt organization under the U.S Internal Revenue Code. and is registered 
with the Pennsylvania Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration and 
financial information may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) l -800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent al lowed by law. 

Renew your Members/zip . . .  and invite and 

encourage friends and neighbors to join! 

0 Student $ 1 0.00 

0 Individual $25 .00 

0 Family $ 5 0.00 

0 Supporting $ 1 00.00 - $249.00 

0 Patron $250.00 - $499.00 

0 Sustaining $500.00 - $999.00 

0 Benefactor $ 1 000.00 and up 

Address: ----------------

Tel No. 

e-mail address : 

Checks Payable to: 

Mail to: 

The Historical Society 

Richard Holcombe 
The Historical Society 
P.O. Box 26708 

I 
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Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708 I 
L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � 

Visit our Website 
www. t r a p p e  h i s  t o r i  c a  ! s o c i e ty .o rg 

Sponsored by: TR Insurance Group, Inc. 
and Holcombe Funeral Home, Inc. 

Thank You!  
. . .  to our  generous members and friends 

• Pat and Tony Mancuso for a large-screen 
computer monitor. 

• Luciano Bertolazzi for spending endless hours 
chronologically organizing two albums of news
papers clippings. 

• Ron Oelschlager for running cables to network 
our computers. 

• Ursinus Student Krystal Ledoux for spending 
two mornings a week throughout the Summer 
entering data into our artifact software system. 

• Dr. Ivan Hess and Erich Hess for their hard work 
and efforts in maintaining our Colonial Garden 
and helping to keep our grounds beautiful. 

• To many who have loaned or donated artifacts 
for our featured exhibits at the Dewees Museum 
-the Funeral Exhibit and the School Exhibit. 

• . . . as well as Comm ittee Members and Docents 
who provide their valuable time and talents ! 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Jul/ Aug Sunday Tours I :30 - 4:00pm 
Henry Muhlenberg House I Dewees Museum 

Aug 4 Grange Fair 9:00am - 8:00pm 
Booth at Waterworks Park 

Sept 1 5  Trappe Community Day ! O:OOam - 4:30pm 
Booth at Waterworks Park 

Sept 22 Heritage Day (Saturday) I 0 :OOam - 4 :OOpm 
Craft Demonstrations, Hands-On Activities, Vendors 

Oct 1 9  Bus Tour: New York City 

Reservations requ ired by August 1 7th 
(see enclosed flyer for details) 

Oct 20 H istoric Plaque Workshop I O :OOam - noon 
Dewees Museum 

Nov 2 

Nov 4 

"An Evening of Antique Appraisals" 

Fundraising Event (details forthcoming) 

Dewees M i l itary Room Exhibit to Honor Veterans 

Group Tours by Appointment 

Contribution of$2. 00 per person is requested 
4-person minimum 

Call Office 6 1 0-489-7560 

Henry Muhlenberg House 

201 W. Main Slrccl 
' Dewees Museum 

JO I W. Main St reel 
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JULY 2007 NEWSLETTER 

Timely Information - Please, Do Not Delay! 

Wish List . . . 

I f  you can provide any of the following items, The Historical 
Society would be most grateful! 

0 Sandwich Board Sign and Lettering 

0 Track Lighting 

0 Office Supplies (postage, copy paper, 

file folders, envelopes, etc.) 

G ive us a call at 6 1 0-489-7560 to discuss any item(s) you 

may wish to donate to assure that it is an appropriate match 

for our needs. 

If you prefer to sponsor the purchase of an item listed above, 

we will research the cost and advise you. 

. . .  Thankyoufor your help! 

W A N T E D ! 
Docents to guide visitors tlzrouglz our two sites while 
Leaming alld teaching our history, and enjoying tlze 
riendliness of our members/zip! Call 610-489- 7560. 


