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Muhlenberg Committee 
Initiates Move for Stamp 

In the Fall of 1995, the Muhlenberg 
Committee, on a motion by Alfred 
Douglas, initiated a movement to 
work for a U.S. postage stamp to 
commemorate Frederick Muhlenberg, 
First Speaker of the U.S. Congress, 
and Peter Muhlenberg, Brigadier 
General in the Continental Army 
during the American Revolution. 

The first to take public action was 
the Trappe Borough Council, which 
was followed by the Montgomery 
County Commissioners. In February, 
the Pennsylvania State Legislature, on 
action by Representative Raymond 
Bunt, passed a resolution and sent i t  
to postal officials in  Washington. 

We are now at the stage where we 
ask individual persons to take action 
by communicating with the Citizens 
Stamp Advisory Committee in Wash
ington. Please use the model letter 
on page 2 and send a copy to Dr. 
John C. Shetler, Historian, Muhlen
berg Committee, P.O. Box 828, 
Collegeville, PA 19426. 

Nominations Invited for 
Muhlenberg Award 

In 1992, the Muhlenberg Commit
tee started a tradition-a tradition 
founded on the Vision, Faith, Integ
rity, and Service of the Muhlenberg 
Family. To help commemorate this 
tradition to its fullest intent and 
value, the Leadership Committee in
vites the participation of all members 
of the Historical Society of Trappe. 

In November 1996, the Muhlen
berg Leadership Medal will be 
awarded to an individual who exem
plifies the qualities of leadership in 
our community, our state, or our 
nation, as exhibited by the Muhlen
bergs at the birth of our nation. 

The President's Message 

Work on the restoration of the Muhlenberg House has 
come to a standstill with the onset of bad weather, but 
planning and the architect's work continues. We are 
planning to move forward when the Keystone Grant 
becomes available. 

We also have been invited to apply for a small grant from 
the Philadelphia Historical Preservation Corporation. We 
plan to do that, and any funds obtained will be applied to 
the interior restoration. 

Thomas Jefferson was a champion of protecting any 
endangered species which inhabit the Ea11h. He said, "If 
one link in nature's chain be lost, another and another 
might be lost, 'till the whole system of things should vanish 
piecemeal. " He could have been speaking just as well of 
the better historic places for which we care. 

We should remember that Historic Homes and Buildings 
are a tme palt of our living and enjoyment and learning. 

f)jt/(lbt �ft 'j) 
Ivan W. Hess, MD. 
President 

Please give serious consideration to 
your nomination of an individual who 
meets these criteria. The pursuit of a 
nominee is an honorable and noble 
task, requiring thoughtful intent and a 
dignified purpose. 

Dedicated leadership is key, and it 
may be at one or multiple levels. The 
criteria-Vision, Faith, Integrity, and 
Service-are to be unequivocally de
monstrated by the individual. Please 
include this important information 
with your nomination. 

Past recipients are Andrew L. Lewis, 
William G. Warden III, and Richard 
P. Richter. These individuals have 

given outstanding leadership and much 
time to the development of the local 
community, the region, and the nation. 
(Please note: Immediately involved 
members of the Muhlenberg and Leader
ship Committees and the Board of 
Directors are excluded from receiving 
this award. ) 

Please forward your nomination with 
supportive information by March 29, 
1996, to: 

Muhlenberg Leadership Award 
Historical Society of Trappe 

P.O. Box 828 
Collegeville, PA 19426 

Lucy A. !vins, Chair, Leadership Commillee 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1776 
March 20, Wednesday. Messrs. George 
Diel and Friedrich Hessert [HD: two 
deacons of our congregation] brought 
some firewood to the house as a present. 
[HD: There was need for this, and I found 
pleasure in it, because it was still bitterly 
cold and I was staying in the empty house 
during the day. One neighbor lent me a 
massive table, another a chair, a third 
plucked a few feathers from his goose for 
writing quills, a fourth lent me ink and 
paper so that I could so some writing in 
case I had to, a fifth lent me an ax and 
fire tongs, etc., so that I enjoyed more 
conveniences than the proud Diogenes 
Laertius in his tub.] 

Had a visit from Mag[ister] Christian 
Streit, who had traveled from Easton to 
Philadelphia, and thence to my house 
here, in order to confer with me about a 
call to an army chaplaincy in Virginia. 

In the afternoon I had a carpenter put 
the attic door, which had been blown 
down by the storm, back in place and 
made secure, for the rain had penetrated 
and damaged the rooms. [HD: 2s. 6d.] 

March 21, Thursday. We had heavy rain, 
but no wind. Accordingly good friends 
and neighbors advised me to ignite and 
bum out the chimneys in the [HD: large] 
house, for they were full of soot, and 
chimney sweeps were not available in the 
country as they were in the cities. I was 
afraid to risk it, but they said there was no 
danger and ignited them, and everything 
turned out all right. Since they refused to 
accept anything for their trouble, I treated 
them to a quart of wine, which cost 3s. 

Library Hours 
Please call The Rev. R. David Koch 
(495-7767) to make an appointment 
to visit our library. Contribution 
expected for research. 

Dr. John C. Shetler, Editor 

Myrna Knaide, Managing Editor 
M-K Computing Services 

Printed by ProCopy 

Write to Editor at: 
300 W. 3rd Avenue 

Trappe, PA 19426-2226 

c . .  A L E N D A R 

Through May 31 
June 2, Sunday 

By Appointment 
1:30-4:00 P.M. 

Dewees Museum (Please call in advance) 
Open House Dewees Museum 

June 14 
June 16-August 31 
Weekdays 

7:00 P.M. 
1:30-4:00 P.M. 
By Appointment 

September-November By Appointment 
November 11 7:00 P.M. 
December 8 1 :30-4:00 P.M. 

Citizen Stamp Advisory Committee 
Stamp Management 
475 L 'Enfant Plaza SW 
Room 5301 
Washington, DC 20260-2420 

Dear Committee Members: 

Children's Exhibit: Toys, Furniture, Books 
Children must be accompanied by parents 
Flag Day Dinner 
Museum Sundays Only 
Children's Exhibit Continues 
Children must be accompanied by parents 
Museum Open 
Veteran's Day Dinner 
Museum Open House 

(SAMPLE LETTER) 

I/we join the Muhlenberg Committee of the Historical Society of Trappe, 
Perkiomen Valley, Pennsylvania, in respectfully requesting your favorable 
action to issue a U.S. Postage Stamp commemorating The Honorable 
Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, First Speaker of the First U.S. Congress, 
and Brigadier General John Peter Muhlenberg, member of the First U.S. 
Congress, both of whom were bom in Trappe, Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Frederick was a member of the Continental Congress, Speaker of the Penn
sylvania State Assembly 1 780, 81, and 82; member of four U.S. Congresses; 
and President of the Pennsylvania Convention to ratify the U.S. Constitution. 
A painting of Frederick as the First Speaker hangs in the U.S. Capitol. 

General Peter seTVed under Washington from Brandywine to Yorktown; was 
a member of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania when Franklin 
was President, as a delegate from Pennsylvania was a member of three U.S. 
Congresses and a member of the U.S. Senate, a member of the first Board of 
Trustees of Franklin College, and U.S. Revenue Collector of the Port of 
Philadelphia. His statue stands in Statuary Hall of the U. S. Capitol. 

These two brothers have a record that will inspire youth and adults to better 
citizenship in our nation today. 

Respectfully, 

(your signature) 

r---------------------------------------------------------1 
l C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T  l I I l F O R  M A T C H I N G  K E Y S T O N E  G R A N T  1 I l To help restore the Muhlenberg House, I/we enclose a check made payable I to the IDSTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, in the name of 
I 

Slrrtl Town StoU/'lip 

_$25 _$50 _$100 _$500 _$1,(J()() 

Clip and mail to: Historical Society of Trappe 

Ttl. 

_Other 

P.O. Box 828 Collegeville, PA 19426 
L---------------------------------------------------------� 



Participate in Children's Exhibit 
The exhibit of toys, books, small furniture, and items of interest to children 

will open on June 2nd. We expect that some items will be for touching and 
handling. Children must be accompanied by their parents or an adult. The 
museum will be open on Sundays, 1 :30 to 4:00 P.M., from June 2nd to August 
25th. Weekday hours are by appointment only. Admission is not required; 
contributions are accepted. 

We invite our members to enter antique toys from their collections. Small 
items and dolls will be in protective cases. Larger items and any toys for 
touching or sitting on will be in open display. You may also bring framed 
pictures and needlework. 

To enter materials in the children's exhibit, please contact the Curator, Dr. 
John C. Shetler, (61 0) 489-2624. An entry form will be sent. Return to: 
Curator, 300 W. 3rd Avenue, Trappe, PA 1 9426-2226, before March 31st. 

Why Recent Muhlenberg Excavations? 
Some observers have asked, "Why are you doing archaeological research 

when the Muhlenberg House is not finished?" 
To complete the outside pointing at ground level, reconstruct the window 

wells and the cellar entrance, it was necessary to determine the original ground 
level. This required excavation. There were several mysteries. Why was there 
red soil on top of dark organic soil around the house? This meant somehow 
the soil had been disturbed. At the east end, the base-protruding drop edge 
of stone was higher on the east side than on the other three sides. Other 
foundations were found abutting the house on the east. 

The original ground level has been discovered, initial grading has been done, 
and the window and cellarway work will be completed. In the process, it was 
discovered that a major pottery kiln was in operation adjacent to the east end 
of the house in the early 1700's prior to the erection of the house. A very 
fascinating early period of l ife in Trappe lies buried under the surface. 
Separate grants for this work will be sought from interested persons and 
organizations. The first priority is to complete the interior of the Muhlenberg 
House. Come to the June 1 4th Dinner Meeting, when archaeologist Kenneth 
Joire will tell this most interesting story of the excavations. 

Matching Funds Grow 
While in late Fall the foundation for the front stoop was poured and the 

basic stonework for the window wells was done, this work was paid and the 
Matching Funds for the Keystone grant continued to grow slowly. Your gifts 
will help toward the remaining $40,000, which must be raised. 

All money received is used toward the Muhlenberg House. No money is 
used for entertainment of members. All Historical Society members are 
volunteers and get no salary. Cost of meetings where food is involved is paid 
by members. 

The Society is a 501(C)(3) Non-Profit Corporation and is enrolled with the 
Pennsylvania Department of State. 

Mail Your 1996 Dues To: 
Richard Holcombe 

21 Main Street Trappe, PA 19426 
No 

Pel>Olll -=- Regular @ 
Student @ 
Schrack @ 
Life @ 

$8.00 = __ _ 

$2.00 = __ _ 

$12.00 = __ _ 

$100.00 = ---

Name: ----------� 

Telephone: ----------

Record of Membership 
With the March issue of The 

Trappe Chronicle is the record of 
membership. We urge all our 
members and friends who have not 
sent their 1996 membership dues 
to do so soon. If you need to 
discuss your record of member
ship, please call Mr. Richard 
Holcombe, whose office generously 
takes care of this computerized 
information (610-489-7266). 

HISTORIC 
BUILDING TOUR 

OF 
URSINUS COLLEGE 

Learn how the preservation of historic 
buildings can work for you, your 

institution, or your business 

Saturday, June 8, 1996 
8:30 to 12 noon 

Ursinus College Campus 
Collegeville, PA 

Sponsored by: 

The Conservancy of Montgomery County 

The Historical Society of Trappe 

Funded in part by 
The Berman Museum of Art 

at Ursinus College 

Schedule 

8:30-9:00 Registration 

9:00-11:00 Tour of Historic Buildings 

11:00-12:00 Light Refreshments 
at Berman Museum 

Cost: Co-Sponsor Members $5 
Non-Members $7 

To Register: 

Call CMC: (215) 283-0383 

Fax form to: (215) 283-0383 

Mail form to: 

CMC - P.O. Box 314 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 

r---------------------------, 

Enclosed is a check for S ----
for registration to the Historic Building 
Tour of Ursinus College. 

Name: ���������� 

Address: 

Phone: 

Please make checks payable to CMC 

L---------------------------J 
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MARCH 1996 NEWSLETTER 
PLEASE, DO NOT DEIAY! 

Phoebe Gilkyson-A Dis tinguished Citizen 
Within our extensive Walter Payne Indian Artifact Collec

tion, there is a smaller collection of Artifacts that were once 
a gift to Mr. Payne from the collection of Phoebe Gilkyson of 
Mont  Clare. The Payne Collection is of Pennsylvania arti
facts. The artifacts given by Mrs. Gilkyson were collected on 
her trips to the far west in the United States. They are 
arranged in a sand case to simulate a lower suiface level 
exposed by many years of erosion by wind and water. As one 
level was eroded, the artifacts of that period settled into the 
next level and so on until the last level, at which time the 
artifacts collected contained materials which settled over 
hundreds of years. 

The following is a brief biography of Mrs. Gilkyson written 
from two pleasant visits of Dr. John Shetler with Mrs. Neal G. 
Thorpe, Mrs. Gilkyson 's daughter, in the ancestral home in 
Mont Clare. 

Phoebe (Hunter) Gilkyson who was born on April 3,  
1 891 ,  was the great granddaughter of Joseph Whittaker, 
Ironmaster of the Phoenix Ironworks. Governor Samuel 
Pennypacker was also a descendant of Joseph Whittaker 
and for a time as a boy lived in the same ancestral home 
built in Monte Clare by Mr. Whittaker. She died 
September 7, 1975 . 

She was the wife of Hamilton Gilkyson, Sr., a former fire 
insurance company executive and president of the 

Phoenixville Publishing Co.,  publisher of the Evening 
Phoenfr. 

Having attended the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts, Mrs. Gilkyson specialized in pastel portraits of 
children, and her short stories and poems appeared in 
Harper's and the former Dial and Scribner's magazines. 
She wrote two columns for the Evening Phoenix, "Sense 
and Nonsense" and "Our Yesterdays," as well as many 
articles on history and general local matters. 

She had many interests: rose gardening, archaeology, 
American Indians, geology, bird watching, the Phoenixville 
Hospital, the Red Cross, and the USO Valley Forge Gen
ral Hospital. She did extensive archaeological work in the 
areas around Phoenixville. An article on this work ap
eared in the Pennsylvania Archaeologist, which the Trappe 
Historical Society has in its Archaeology Collection. 

Mrs. Gilkyson served on the Board of the Agnes Irwin 
School in Philadelphia, the Women's Advisory Committee 
of the Board of Public Health in Philadelphia, and on the 
Women's Committee of the Philadelphia Free Library. 
She was noted as publisher, writer, and humanitarian when 
given the Phoenixville Outstanding Citizen Award. 

Her relative, Governor Pennypacker, frequently wrote 
about Trappe and the Muhlenbergs. His portrait is in our 
collection of portraits of Pennsylvania Governors. We are 
glad to honor this relationship to this distinguished family. 


