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March 30th Program Meeting: 
Toll Houses and Toll Roads 

Mr. Ray Waltz will present a sl ide talk on ''Toll 
Houses and Toll Roads" on Sunday, March 30th 
at the Dewees Museum at 30  I W. Main Street in 
Trappe at 2 :00pm. Mr. Waltz, who operates the 
Waltz Golf Fann on Ridge Pike in Limerick, has 
long been a local historian interested in many 
different subjects. 

Ridge Pike, known as Main Street in 
Co llegevil le and Trappe, is one of the main 
colonial roads from Philadelphia to Reading. 
Other names for it included the Manatawney Pike 
and the Great Road to Reading in Henry 
Muhlenberg 's  time.  

Mr.  Waltz wi l l  tell an interesting story of 
travel in the earlier days with the toll houses and 
toll roads, which were the means of improving 
the early roads in Pennsylvania. Photographs of 
the area vi l lages of earlier days from the museum 
collection will also be on view. 

The Dewees Museum, which at one time in 
the 1 9th century was an inn and stagecoach stop, 
wi ll open at I : 30pm and the program will begin 
at 2 :00pm. Refreshments will be provided fol
lowing the program, and docents wil l  be avai l
able throughout the museum. The Muhlenberg 
House at 201  W. Main Street in Trappe will be 
open at 3 :OOpm following the program at 
Dewees. 

Parking is available behind Dewees Museum, 
Muh lenberg House, and also St. Luke' s United 
Church of Christ. The public is invited. •!• 

Pennsylvania German Exhibit 
Opens May 4th 

Bennan Art Museum of Ursinus College, Lisa 
Tremper Hanover, Director, has announced that 
artifacts from their Pennsylvania Gennan Col
lection will be incorporated into the existing 
Historical Society collection in the Muhlenberg 

House and the Dewees Museum 
by Student Curator Lisa 

Minardi of Perkiomenv i l le .  
The exhibit wil l  open on 

.. " May 4th at I :OOpm. 

The President's Message 

Dear Friends: 

The Historical Society is hard at work in preparing for 

exciting and varied programs coming this Spring and 

Summer. 

You might be interested in an article (page 4) dealing 

with priorities for this year and next, which the Property 

Committee and Museum Committee presented to the Board 

of Directors for review and approval. 

We have several projects at the top of the list. The 

light standards for Dewees Museum and Muhlenberg 

House are ready for installation in the Spring-and paid 

for. The walkway at Dewees is ready for installation but 

funding is only at the half-way mark. We need your help to 

put us over the top. If you wish further information 

concerning these projects, please contact the Historical 

Society office. 

I commend this issue of The Chronicle to you. There is 

much information and interesting articles for you to read 

and reflect. 

I send to all of you my best personal wishes. 

Sincerely, 

� �  
Dr. Herbert H Michel, ' 

President 

At present, Ms. Minardi and Historical 
Society Museum Director/Historian Dr. John C. 
Shetler are selecting the 1 8th century furniture 
and art objects from the Bennan Museum that 
will supplement the Historical Society collection 
that includes Muhlenberg fami ly pieces as well 
as other 1 8th century local pieces. 

Dr. Herbert H. Michel, President of The 

I 

Historical Society, has expressed appreciation for the joint work of tht 
Berman Museum ofUrsinus College with the Society. The next issue o 
The Chronicle will provide details of the exhibit, which will be open t< 
the public •: 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1778 

March 2, Monday. Again it was colder than 
ever before this winter. Unexpected ly, Mrs. 
Zetwitz and Pastor SI [ atter' s] daughter arrived in 
a chaise, hal f-frozen and with a little child. Poor 
Mrs .  Z[ etwitz] wanted to go thirty miles farther 
with her l ittle child to Reading, where her 
husband is in prison, but neither horse nor 
chaise were to be had and the road is im
passable, so she had to remain with us. 

April 4, Saturday. Had opportunity to for
ward, with M r. Dietrich, of Maxedanien, the 
three letters left here. In the forenoon I gave 
final instruction to Joh. Georg Hom. Paid to the 
roadmaster a tax of 4s. for roadmaking. The 
roadmaster's name is Robinson. The rest of the 
time I wrote. [D: Paid to Mr. Leben for veal, 
1 2s. 6d.] 

1 784 

January 23, Friday. Heavy rain, which is  
melting the deep snow and making the roads icy 
and impassable .  Last evening I paid 20s. to our 
neighbor, Mrs. Ried, for one hundred bundles of 
straw. Today I paid to Mrs. Hanna 
M [iihlenberg] 1 I Os. which she laid out in the city 
for our maid Catharina [Glockner]. Now the 
maid has been paid £7 1 6s. in advance. Today, 
in the downpour of heavy rain, I had to bury a 
deceased Reformed window in the Reformed 
churchyard, and I preached a funeral sermon in 
her church on Ecclesiasticus 4 1  :2, . .  0 death 
acceptable is thy sentence," etc. Her name was 
Agnes, she was born in Flombom, in the 
Palatinate, on December 25 1 693, and she was 
married to Ludewig Ewald on February 1 4, 
1 7 1 8 . In 1 733  they came to this country and 
settled here in Providence, rearing eight children, 
of whom one son and one daughter are l iving. 
Her age was ninety-one years, one month, less 
several days. 

1 Mrs Peter Muhlenberg 

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville. Perkiomen 
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Pennsylvania German Society in Trappe 
On Friday and Saturday, June 6 and 7, the Pennsylvania German Society wil l  meet 
in Trappe, at which time they wil l  visit Dewees Museum and the Muhlenberg 
House . Sessions wil l  be held at both Augustus Lutheran Church and St. Luke's 
United Church of Christ. Part of the program wil l  i nc lude an interview of Pastor 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg (Chaplain Wi l l iam Fluck by H istorian John Shetler). 
The next issue wi l l  include more of the schedule and when it wil l  be possible for the 
publ ic  to attend. Please mark these dates. •!• 

Orientation for Docents 
On Sunday, April 27, at 2:00pm, an orientation for docents for the 2003 season wil l  
be held at the Dewees Museum. Those who arranged the exhibits for the summer 
wil l  acquaint the docents with the new procedures. All groups wil l  have docents 
walking through the exhibits with them to narrate the interesting h istory. More than 
one hundred additional artifacts wi l l  be inc luded in the Pennsylvania German 
Exhibit. If you would l ike to serve as a docent, please call Teresa Soffa at the 
Museum Office on Tuesday or Thursday mornings between 9 :00am and 12 :00 noon 
( 6 1 0-489-7560). •!• 

To Schedule Tours 
Tours of either or both museums may be scheduled throughout the year, with the 
exception of Sunday mornings. Evening tours are not possible in the Muhlenberg 
House as there are no lights in  the building. 

A contribution of $2.00 per person per house is  expected, which helps support 
the maintenance of the bui ldings. The docents, Board members, and Officers are 
all volunteers. 

You may call Dr. Shetler, Museum Director/H istorian (6 1 0-489-2624) or the 
Museum Office (6 1 0-489-7560-please leave a message and your cal l wil l  be 
returned). 

A tour of each house takes one hour w ith walking between houses 5 minutes. 
Historical booklets are for sale. •!• 

Will You Help Make It Possible . . .  
. . .  for the new west walkway to be completed by the first of May? The opening 
of the west door, which does not have any steps, wi l l  make Dewees Museum 
accessible to everyone. We would l ike to have th is completed before the M useum 
opens on May 4. By January 3 1 ,  $ 1 ,270 was contributed. We need $3,000 for the 
walkway. An additional $2,000 wi l l  be needed to e l iminate two inside steps. A list 
of donors wi l l  be published when the work is completed .  P lease use the certificate 
of gift below. •!• 

C E R T  I F I C  A T  E O F G I F T 
for DEWEES NEW ENTRANCE WALK 

Enclosed is a check made payable to Th e Historical Society. 

Designated for: ------------------------

In the Name o� ------------------------
In Memory of:------------------------

Street 

City State Zip Tel. 

0 $25 0 $50 0 $ 1 00 0 $500 0 $ 1 ,000 0 Other 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Clip and l\lail  to: The Historical Society P.O. Box 26708 Collegeville PA 19426-0708 I 
L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � 



Dues for 2003 
This is the time to pay dues for the year 2003 to receive your copy of The 
Chronicle and keep up to date with al l  the exciting things that happen during the 
year (a form is provided on the right). 

Your dues, a long with your special  contributions, help to pay all the costs of 

programs, keep the bui ld ing in  repair, and care for the artifacts the museum has 
in its collection. 

We do appreciate your helping to provide the principles and character of l ife 

which our early settlers and founders provided at the beginning of our natioit:• 

Appreciation for Two Officers 
President M ichel has expressed appreciation for the dedication, friendship, and 
service of two officers of The Historical Society who presented thei r  resignations 
at the January Board Meeting. Dr. Charlotte Witmer, a member of the Society 
s ince 1 964, resigned as Secretary of the Board of Directors due to i l l  health, and 
now holds the honorary t itle of Secretary Emeritus. Mrs. Maureen Ruggiero for 
personal reasons resigned as the Vice President. Mrs. Ruggiero also enl isted the 
docents for the museums in recent years. 

Both of these individuals wi l l  be missed in the meetings of the Board 
leadership.  Both have given valuable service and strengthened the work of The 
Historical Society. As health and time permit they wil l  continue to enhance the 
work of the Society. •!• 

Society Secretary Elected 
The Board of Directors has elected Mrs. Ruth Daller of 7 1 9  Clahor A venue, 
Collegevi l le, to fulfi l l  the unexpired term of Secretary of the Board of Directors. 

Mrs. Dal ler recently reti red from the staff of the Chi ldrens Hosp ital of 
Philadelphia. She has been a long-time resident of the Collegevi l le-Trappe area. 
President Michel welcomed her to the meeting of the Board of Directors on 
Tuesday, February 25th. •!• 

2003 Youth Leadership Conference 
In keeping with the m ission of the Muhlenberg Leadership Comm ittee, the 2003 
Youth Leadership Sem inar was held on.......-------------� 

Thursday, February 27,  at the Perkiomen Muhlenberg Leadersh ip Com mittee 
Val ley H igh School .  Dr. U. Berkley Ell is, 
Comm ittee Chair, and JoAnn C.  Waddell, 
Seminar Coordinator, invited forty high 
school students from Perkiomen Valley, 
Spring-Ford, and Methacton. Several 

Mission Statement 
To positively affect our community and 
society through leadership develop
ment for persons of social responsi
bility as demonstrated through ances
tral and contemporary leaders. 

Leadership Comm ittee members and His- ...._ ___________ ___. 

torical Society Board members participated as wel l .  
Harleysvi l le  National Bank and Trust Company generously provided the 

funding that enabled the Committee to invite Jack Chambers of C reative 
Educational Concepts to address the students. Chambers unique presentation style 
stimulates enthusiasm and active involvement by the participants, and he was well 
received by the students. 

As an added feature, Museum Director/H istorian Dr. John C. Shetler provided 
a d isplay of mid- 1 9th century schoolbooks and early 20th century school photos. 

The event was held from 8 :45am to I :3 0pm; breakfast and lunch were 
provided. Walter E. Daller, Jr., President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Harleysville National Bank was the honored luncheon guest. He briefly addressed 
the group, encouraging the mission of promoting youth leadership. Dal !er has been 
a major supporter of The Historical Society and was the recipient of the 
Muhlenberg Leadership Award in 1 998 .  •!• 

INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP: 2003 

� I __ Regular @ $1 0.00 

Student @ $2.00 

Schrack @ $ 1 5.00 

Life @ $ 1 00.00 

Name: -------------

Address: :-------------

Tel No. --------------

Checks Payable to · The H istorical Society 

.\fail to. Richard Holcombe 
P.O. Box 26806 
Collegeville, PA 19426-0806 

L ____________ _ _  _J 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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(see article page J )  

C·A·L·E·N·D·A·R 2003 

March 30 Dewees Museum Open - I :30pm 
Muhlenberg House Open - 3 :00pm 
.. Toll Houses and Toll Roads .. -
Ray Waltz - Dewees Museum - 2 :00pm 
Refreshments 

April 27 Orientation of Docents 
Dewees Museum - 2:00pm 

May 4 Both Museums Open with Preview 
for Society Members and Friends of 
Berman Museum: Pennsylvania 
German Collection - 1 :00 - 4:30pm 

May 1 1  Both Museums Open every Sunday 
Through August 24 - I :00 - 4:30pm 

September Fall Schedule to be announced 

Henry Muhlenberg House Dewees Museum 
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2003-2004 Priority Projects Presented 
There is much work to be done in maintaining both the Dewees Museum and the M uhlenberg House-repairs, preventive maintenance, 
and improvements must continually be considered in anticipation of growth. Keeping in mind that we complete projects only as 
funding becomes avai lable-and through the work of our dedicated volunteers-following is a l ist of projects as presented by the 
Property Committee and the Museum Committee to the Board of Directors at the February meeting: 

2003 : 
• Renovation and lighting of the walkway and stone entrance area at the west end (rear) of Dewees Museum to provide safe access 

from parking area (see article on page 2). 
Provide air conditioning unit(s) to enhance comfort of volunteers and visitors to Dewees Museum. 
Repair plaster in window and wall of the west end middle room of Dewees M useum. 

• New stone at Muhlenberg House driveway and walkway. 
• Organize and prepare Farm Implement Bui lding at M uhlenberg House and erect bays for exhibiting various trades and farm 

procedures. 
• Organize completion of the Restoration Exhibit Room (Grimison Room) in the second floor southwest room of the Muhlenberg 

House. 
• Re-sod area on east side of Muhlenberg H ouse .  

2004: 

Repair foundation and back wal l of horse shed at Dewees Museum. 
Erect a stone foundation and paint exterior of the outhouse located on Dewees Museum grounds. 
Prepare a guideline for archaeological studies before any work can be done in outside areas. 
Prepare a long-range plan and set priorities for projects that could be considered for outside areas to be scheduled in future years. 
Develop and construct a parking area at Muhlenberg House, determining size, accessibi l ity, and efficiency . 

Of course, maintaining old buildings is a never-ending task, and volunteers and contributors are always relied upon for ongoing support 
as repairs become necessary or an increased number of v isitors requires new uti l ization of space or buildings. Your support is always 
welcomed and appreciated ! •!• 


