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Sunday Openings Highlights 
New Dewees Exhibits 

In preparation for what is expected to be a larger than usual 
number of visitors this Summer to our two sites, the 
Museum Committee has been very busy preparing for two 
new exhibits, as described below. In addition, a Training 
and Orientation Meeting was held on April 9th, at which 
time our Administrative Advisor, Dona M. McDermott, 
presented information and distributed materials in an effort 
to enhance interpretation of both the Henry Muhlenberg 
House and the Dewees Museum. 

Also in preparation for the Summer activities, the Henry 
Muhlenberg House will have a fresh coat of paint. The 
inside painting has been completed and the outside, at the 
time of this writing, is about to start. 

The Visitors Center Gift Shop has also been revitalized 
with a new arrangement and some new items that may be 
the answer to your gift-giving needs. 

Please join us on Sunday, June 4th, between 1 :30pm and 
4:00pm for our first day of the 2006 season .  Light 
refreshments wil l  be offered in the Dewees Museum. 

''Along the Perkiomen " - Jerry A. Chiccarine 's 
Postcard and Memorabilia Exhibit 
We are pleased to welcome Jerry Chiccarine who has 
prepared an exhibit of postcards and memorabilia, some of 
which can be found in his publication, "Along the 
Perkiomen." He will be present on June 4th in the Andrew 
Miller room to welcome you and share with you his 
collection that reflects his lifetime in the area. The Society 
also has accumulated a photo collection that will be dis
played. We invite you to share your postcards and photos 
in an informal, conversational setting that will look back at 
Trappe, Collegevi lle, and the Perkiomen Valley the way it 
used to be. 

In addition, Jerry's book will be available for sale, and he 
will sign your purchased copy. Please join us for this unique 
exhibit that will remain throughout the Summer. 

Mercersburg-Ursinus Controversy 
Also featured in the Andrew Miller Room is a new exhibit 
of theological treatises, church liturgies, and hymnals high
lighting a raging religious controversy of the nineteenth 
century. It has been prepared by our Historian, The Rev. 
Judith A. Meier. 

Reacting to the wave of camp meetings and revivalism 
that swept America in the 1 830s and 1 840s and even 
infected the more reserved worship practices of the German 
Reformed Church, two theologians, John Williamson Nevin 
and Philip Schaff, professors at Mercersburg Seminary, 
developed a doctrine of the church as the "Body of Christ" 

.,. • r. .. .... 

Fro m  the President . . .  

A very big thank you to those who responded to our call for volun
teers ! We are still in need of guides and hostesses for our Sunday 
openings from June through August. Whatever your interest, we 
look forward to hearing from you (6 1 0-489-7560). 

We are very thankful to those volunteers who spent time helping 
to beautify our landscape in April and to those who worked so hard at 
our Yard Sale on May 20th! It is truly enjoyable working alongside 
these spirited members-it is one of those shared experiences that is 
definitely priceless! 

Thanks also to those who have been working so hard to provide a 
wonderful experience for our visitors-the Museum Committee, the 
Buildings Committee, and the Grounds Committee. 

We are looking forward to our Flag Day Dinner on June 1 4th. 
This year at the Gypsy Rose we will welcome Christopher M .  
Cascio, Assistant Administrator of Pottsgrove Manor, who will be 
telling us about "Historic Inns," a topic in which we will all be 
interested. We are looking forward to another successful event. 

Our exhibit this Summer is sure to be of interest to many-both 
those who have lived here for a lifetime and those who are curious 
about the way it used to be. We are fortunate not only to have Jerry 
Chiccarine's exhibit, but his interest as well in the history of our area. 
Don't let the Summer pass without a visit to our sites. 

In striving to make our museums a pleasant experience for our 
visitors as well as our volunteers, our Wish List (page 4) continues to 
grow. Individuals and businesses alike may have items that are no 
longer useful to them, but may help to make our sites more 
comfortable or our office more efficient. We anticipate your help. 

As always, I invite your thoughts and ideas and look forward to 
hearing from you Contact me at info@trappehistoricalsociety.org or 
call 6 10-489-3736. 

Myrna Knaide 

.:! 

and a high concept of the sacraments. Drawing upon the finest liturgical 
practices of the Christian Church, reaching far back beyond the Reformation, 
as well as the Heidelberg Catechism and fired by a strong sense of ecu
menism, these Mercersburg theologians offered a new "Provisional Liturgy" 
in  1 857. Reaction to it was immediate and strong. The Mercersburg Liturgy 
was adopted in 1 866, but Reformed congregations throughout the country 
were assured that they were not required to use it. Leaders of the "Old 
Reformed" church published their own liturgies as well. What would be re
ferred to today as "worship wars" broke out in earnest after the first General 
Synod in  1 867, finally coming to some kind of "an armistice" with the Peace 
Commission in 1 88 1 .  A new "Directory of Worship" was adopted in 1 887 
but went largely unused because the liturgical congregations remained loyal 
to the Mercersburg liturgy of 1 866. The influence of the Mercersburg Liturgy 
continues today in the liturgies found in the Evangelical and Reformed 
Hymnal and in some of the l iturgies of the United Church of Christ Book of 
Worship. . . .  continued one page 3 



From the Journal of 
Rev. Michael Schlatter 

/The Rev. Michael Schlatter was sent to America in 
1 746 to bring order to the German Reformed congre

gations. Most of his journals were destroyed when 

British soldiers burned his home in the Chestnut Hill 
section of Philadelphia during the Revolutionary War. 

The jollowi11g entries were published in "The Life of 
Rev. Michael Schlatter, " translated and edited by 

Henry Harbaugh in 1857, and reprinted in Volume 3 

of "The Living Theological Heritage of the United 

Church of C/1rist" in 1998.j 

1 746: On the 1 5th of October, having humbly sought 
the guidance and blessing of God to prosper me in my 
way, I travelled from Philadelphia to Providence, a 
distance of thirty miles, and visited the Rev. H. M. 
Muhlenberg, the first Lutheran preacher in this 
country, who, in the year 1 742, was sent hither by the 
very Reverend Court Preacher, Ziegenhagen, of 
London, on nearly the same footing with myself and 
for the same object. I found it expedient to seek an 
understanding as to how it was necessary for me to 
act toward them in reference to the frequent 
intennarriages of these two denominations in these 
regions. His Reverence received me with all possible 
affection and brotherly kindness, commended himself 
and his brethren to our friendship, and desired that we 
might dwell together in neighborly amity and peace; 
which fellowship has also been preserved sacred and 
inviolate during the whole time I have been in 
Pennsylvania, so that one may well desire that such 
traces of harmony might also be found in Germany. 

On the 1 6th, in union with Mr. Boehm (the Rev. 
John Philip Boehm, patriarch of the German 
Reformed Church in America), I administered the 
Lord's Supper in his church, in Falkner Schwam 
[Swamp] , eight miles distant, to ninety members. 
After the service, forty-six heads of families engaged 
to contribute annually fifteen pounds, equal to 1 00 
Holland guilders, besides some rye and oats, for the 
support of a m inister. 

When, on the 1 8th, I had returned to Providence, I 
preached there in a barn, since the poor congregation 
there has h itherto not been able to build a church. 
When, according to my custom, I had made known to 
them my commission, they obligated themselves to 
raise a salary of fifteen pounds annually in money and 
grain, or 1 00 Holland guilders, for the support of a 
pastor. However, one-third, at least, of these two 
congregations were not present at these meetings; and 
Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg, who is the Lutheran preacher 
here and in Falkner Schwam, assured me that the 
Refonned are here very numerous, and, as soon as 
they saw good order established, received preaching 
every two weeks once, and their youth were properly 
instructed, they could and would do more than they 
had promised; in proof of this, he appealed to his own 
experience. Accordingly, I suppose that about forty 
pounds, which is equal to 266 Holland guilders, may 
be raised here. This is the fourth charge which I have 
thus far organized. 

In Grateful Appreciation of the donors who generously contributed to the 
DEWEES MUSEUM AIR CONDITIONING PROJECT, thereby providing 
an environment appropriate for the artifacts therein and an atmosphere suitable 
for the comfort of our Volunteers and Visitors: 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Albright 
L. F. Bertolazzi 

Mayland Crosson 
Elmer R. Funk 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Robert Hofsas 
Ruth B .  Kratz 
Marjorie Krug 

(in memory of Louis A. Krug) 
Lorraine R. Landes 

Eileen B. Livingston 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Maliken 
Montgomery County Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Moorehead 

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Nelson 
John E. Ohler 

Constance W. Poley 
Catherine G. Rothenberger 

Anna M. Schrack 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Schuetz 

Yard Sale Yields Benefits for Muhlenberg House 
On Saturday, May 20th, the Yard Sale held at 
the Henry Muhlenberg House earned $805.60. 
These funds will be used to maintain this site. 

Our thanks go to chair of the event, Linda M 
Wiernusz, whose exciting ideas and enthusiasm 
yielded a very successful event. Thanks also go 
to the members who volunteered their time and 
efforts-it was no small task and without them 
it would not have been possible. Volunteer members Ruth Daller and 

In addition we are grateful to Horn & Pat Tomko at Yard Sale. 

Hardart at the Trappe Center for donating and 
delivering delicious hot coffee, as well as to Clemens Markets for providing the 
donuts. To those members who donated "Trash to Treasure" items, and to those 
who purchased spaces-thank you-this was a real community-oriented event. 

Raffle tickets were sold for a framed print of the Muhlenberg House, and sales 
will continue up to and during the Flag Day Dinner on June 1 4th, at which time the 
winner will be announced. •:• 

Historical Society Bus Tour 
' 

On May 1 2th, Society members and friends spent a 
truly beautiful day exploring Muhlenberg History. 
Departing from the Henry Muhlenberg House, this 
small but adventuresome group first visited the 
Conrad Weiser Homestead, enjoyed a wonderful 
lunch at the Union Canal House, and ended with a 
tour of Ephrata Cloister. 

Although for some this was not a first visit to 
these sites, our knowledgeable guides provided 

Part of the group tours the grounds insights and information that we all enjoyed and 
at Conrad Weiser Homestead. from which we all benefitted. "For all of 

Shown in doorway, redware artist Lester 
Breininger and (left) member William 
Wagner, Muhlenberg descendent, who 
joined our group at the Homestead. 

our members not attending, this was 
definitely a missed experience," noted 
President Myrna Knaide, who hopes to 
make each bus trip a wonderful experience 
for all our members. 

Our thanks to Pat Mancuso who 
organized the trip, to Anna Marie Black 
who made the luncheon arrangements, and 
to all who attended and made it so 
enjoyable. Our next trip is being planned, 
and we hope you will be a part of it! •:• 



Yew Exhibits: Mercershurg-Ursitws Coutroversy . . .  continued from page I 
In addition to Nevin and Schaff, Henry Harbaugh figured prominently in the 

work of the Mercersburg Movement, contributing a number of wonderful hymns 
and a modern German translation of the Heidelberg Catechism, as well as editing 
the Tercentena1y Monument honoring the 3 00th anniversary of the Heidelberg 
Catechism in 1 863 .  

Defending the position of the "low church" or "Old Reformed" were such 

luminaries as J. H. A. Bomberger, Joseph F. Berg, and Samuel Helffenstein, Sr., 

all active for many years in the Philadelphia area. Helffenstein retired to 
Gwynedd Township and is buried in the cemetery once associated with St. Luke's 
UCC Church in North Wales. While the Mercersburg Seminary was eventually 

relocated to Lancaster, where it is now known as Lancaster Theological Seminary 

operating under the auspices of the United Church of Christ, Dr. Bomberger was 
called to open Ursinus College and a seminary for the training of "low church" 
ministers. At the same time St. Luke's  Reformed Church in Trappe called him to 
fill its pulpit. The Ursinus School of Theology relocated to Ohio, merging with 
Central Theological Seminary, and eventually became a part of Eden Seminary 
of Webster Groves, Missouri, now also a seminary of the United Church of Christ. 

The Mercersburg Society is holding its annual Convocation in our area this 
summer. The theme is "Worship: War and Peace within the Church, Then and 

Now." On Monday, June 5th, meetings will be held at St. Luke's UCC Church 
in Trappe, followed by tours of Augustus Lutheran Church, the Henry Melchior 

Muhlenberg House, and the Dewees Museum. Prior to the Service of Word and 
Sacrament that evening at St. Luke's, there will  be a special service in memory of 
the Rev. Dr. John C. Shetler, OCC, at 7 : 1 5 .  Those services will be open to the 
public. On Tuesday, June 6th, Mercersburg members will hear presentations at 
Trinity Reformed Church, UCC, and then tour the Ursinus College campus. •!• 

Attention Docents! 

• In preparation for our new Mercersburg Exhibit, you are requested to attend 
an orientation at 1 :00 P.M. on Sunday, June 4th, at the Dewees Museum. Our 
Historian, Rev. Judith A. Meier, will provide information that will assist in 
interpreting this exhibit. All docents are invited to attend, and those assigned on 
that date may thereafter proceed to their assigned sites, and the remaining docents 
may enjoy the new "Along the Perkiomen" exhibit at the Dewees. 

• Dona M. McDermott has prepared information about the artifacts installed in 
both fireplaces at the Muhlenberg House. It is too lengthy to include in this issue, 
but it has been provided at each fireplace for your reference and/or to which you 
may direct visitors. 

Congratulations to Dr. Ivan W. Hess! 
Ivan W. Hess, M.D., was the recipient of an honorary degree at the Ursinus 
commencement on May 1 3th. As an Ursinus alumni, he was recognized for his 

lifetime of participation and leadership roles in many organizations-not the least 

of which is the Trappe Historical Society! 

We are proud to know him and work with him, and we congratulate him and 

wish him continued success in all his meaningful efforts throughout the 

community! 

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania non-profit 

corporation, a 5 0 l (c)(3), exempt organization under the U.S. lntemal Revenue Code, and is registered 

with the Pennsylvania Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration and 

financial information may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1-800-732-0999. 

Registration does not imply endorsement Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

If you haven 't already done so, 
renew your annual members/zip today . . .  

0 Student $ 1 0.00 

0 Individual $25.00 

0 Family $50.00 

0 Supporting $ 1 00.00 - $249.00 

0 Patron $250.00 - $499.00 

0 Sustaining $500.00 - $999.00 

D Benefactor $ 1000.00 and up 

I Name: 

Address: 

Tel No. 

e-mail address: ------------

Checks Payable to: The Historical Society 

Mail to: Richard Holcombe 

P.O. Box 26708 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708 I 

. • .  and encourage friends and neighbors I 
to join as well!! I 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _J 

Consider an Endowment Fund . . . that will 

address the future needs of the Society. A gift of cash 

or securities during one's lifetime, or a bequest by will, 

will continue long into the future. 

Forms can be provided, but such a decision should be 

discussed with your attorney. To discuss, call Myrna 

Knaide (610-489-3736). 

June 4 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Opening of Sunday Tours 
New Exhibits at Dewees Museum 
Both Museums Open 1 :30-4:00pm 
Light Refreshments at Dewees Museum 

Sunday Tours continue through August 

June 14 Flag Day Dinner - 7:00pm 
Gypsy Rose Restaurant 
Christopher M. Cascio, "Historic Inns" 

July 29 Booth at Grange Fair (Saturday) 

Sept 16  Booth at  Trappe Community Day 

Sept 17 Heritage Day 

Group Tours by Appointment 
(4-person minimum) 

Call Office 61 0-489-7560 

Henry Muhlenberg House Dewees Museum 
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F LA G  D A Y  D IN N E R  
Wednesday, June 14, 2006 - 7:00 P.M. 

Gypsy Ros e  Restaurant 
Route 1 13 505 Bridge Road Collegeville 

Speaker: Christopher M. Cascio 

Topic: 
Assistant Administrator, Pottsgrove Manor 

"Historic Inns" 

Clip and mail to: Richard Holcombe 
P.O. Box 26708 
Trappe, PA 1 9426-0708 

Checks Payable to: The Historic Society 

Raffle Drawing for Muhlenberg Print! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - R e s e rva t i o n F o r m - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Name: 

Address: 

Members: $25.00 per person 

Please select entree: Stuffed Chicken Breast 

Pacific Salmon 

Non-Members: $28.00 per person 

# __ _ $ ___ _ 

# __ _ $. ___ _ 

Total: $. ___ _ 

Wish List . . .  
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PERJ-..IIT NO. 9 

O u r  budget is l i mited, but our needs a re 
many. If you can provide a ny of the 
following items, The Historica l Society 
wou l d  be most gratefu l !  

0 Sandwich Boa rd Sign a n d  Lettering 

0 Flat Drawer Files 

0 Wireless Speaker System 

0 Magazine Display Stands 

Give us a ca l l  at (610) 489 -7560 to 
d iscuss any i tem(s) you may wish to 
donate to assure that it  is an appropriate 
match for our needs. 

If you prefer to contribute the amount of 
an i tem l isted above, we will research the 
cost and advise you .  

• • •  Thank you for your help! 


