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New and Old 
Muhlenberg Exhibit 

June 5, 1994 
New artifacts from the Muhlenberg 

Family will be shown for the first 
time on June 5th at the Dewees 
Tavern Museum, 301 Main Street, 
from 1:30 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

A receipt book of General Peter 
Muhlenberg dating from 1801 and 
letters from the Muhlenberg Family 
in the first half of the 19th century 
will be placed on indefinite loan by 
Mr. Larry Muhlenberg of Benton, 
Pennsylvania. Also, 20th century 
photographs of the Muhlenberg-Thun 
Family, on loan from Mr. Muhlen
berg for this exhibit only, will be 
shown. Also seen for the first time 
will be the diploma of Rebecca 
Amelia Muhlenberg from the Luther
ville Seminary, Lutherville, Maryland. 
This is a gift from Mrs. Amelia Shug 
of Worcester. 

The Pewter com
m union vessels 
used by Henry 
Melchior Muhlen
berg at Augustus 
Church will be on 

view for the afternoon of June 5th 
only. Because of the extreme value of 
these pieces they are seldom on view. 
We are fortunate to have them for 
this occasion. Other Muhlenberg 
artifacts owned by Augustus Lutheran 
Church will also be in the exhibit. 

Recently discovered timber pieces 
from the exterior restoration of 
Muhlenberg House will be shown as 
well as artifacts that were on display 
at the Berman Museum at Ursinus 
College in 1993. 

A souvenir guide to the exhibit will 
be provided for those who visit the 
museum during the months of June, 

The President's Message 

The annual mailing to friends, members, and neighbors 
soliciting funds is in progress. It is especially important this year 
as we must match an anticipated grant of $100,000 for which we 
applied to the Keystone Historical Preservation Grant Fund. If 
we are successful in obtaining this grant and meeting the match, 
we will be able to substantially complete the interior restoration 
of the Muhlenberg House. 

The exterior restoration is moving along well, with the fire-place 
chimneys about to emerge through the roof. Cold weather caused 
the delay. As you can see, the doors, windows, shutters, and trim 
have been completed, with the painting in progress now. 

Our Flea Market and Auction will be held in September. We 
are emphasizing the Auction hoping to make it a major fund
raiser. 

At our Annual Dinner on June 14th, we will have as our 
speaker Mr. Richard Wolfe, Park Ranger from Vall ey Forge, who 
will talk on "More Dangerous than Bullets." This promises to be 
an interesting program as he relates medical care during our War 
of Independence. 

Ivan W. Hess, M.D. 
President 

July, and August on Sunday after
noons between the hours of 1:30 to 
4:00 P.M. Sponsor for the Muhlen
berg Exhibit is Spaventa Trappe 

Development, Inc. If you have 
Muhlenberg items to exhibit, please 
call Dr. John Shetler, Curator, 
489-2624. 

Leadership Development for Community Leaders 

On Saturday, April 16, 1994, a conference of thirteen community leaders was 
held by the Curriculum Development Group of the Muhlenberg Leadership 
Committee at Wismer Hall on the campus of Ursi.nus College. 

This conference, the second of a series, was designed to present leadership 
course materials, as developed, and to solicit input for further development. In 
addition, topics of marketing, class size, tuition, and scheduling were covered. 

A tentative date of May 21, 1994, for the third community leaders conference 
has been set. In addition to the above topics a mission statement and complete 
course outline will be presented. For more information, please contact Gary Ezell 
at 610-489-6334. 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1 776 
June 5. Sent off a wagonload to 
Providence which included a bed for 
my sick wife, a large chest containing 
my old and new manuscripts, letters, 
etc., a variety of necessary clothing, a 
trunk filled with things belonging to 
Heinrich Muhlenberg, Jr.'s wife, etc. 
This evening, Pastor Kuntze returned 
home with his wife; his health was 
somewhat restored. 
June 18. A conference of deputies 
from all the counties of Pennsylvania 
was opened in Philadelphia. 
June 29. News came that on June 4 
a British fleet of fifty-one sailing ves
sels had arrived at the barr before 
Charlestown, in South Carolina, and 
was only waiting for a favorable wind to 
carry it over the sandbanks and invest 
the city. News, also, that General Lee, 
etc., of the American side, had arrived 
there too. Now the misery will begin. 

Last week a conspiration was 
discovered in New York which was 
intended to ignite the powder magazine 
of the American army, to spike the 
cannons, etc., and to take General 
Washington prisoner. The mayor of 
New York City is said to have been 
L'lvolved and is reported to have been 
arrested. The English people here say: 
The gun powder plot, the Parisian 
wedding, and this scheme were not /air 
play, etc. 
July 2. Following the advice of 
prudent friends, Friedrich Muhlenberg 
arrived today from New York, bringing 
such household goods with him as he 
was able to take from the city. Some 
time beforehand we had sent Candidate 
Crelle thither, since he is still 
unmarried and has strong f acullates 
digestivae, to take charge of the services 
in an emergency, but the greater part 
of the congregation-women and 
children-has already fled from New 
York. 

It is said that the Continental 
Congress resolved to declare the 
thirteen united colonies free and 
independent. 

Dr. John C. Shetler, Editor 

Myrna Knaide, Managing Editor 
For Newsletter Correspondence Write to: 

P.O. Box 838, Collegeville, PA 19426 

Next Chronicle Deadline: August Isl 
Mail to Editor at: 

300 W. 3rd Avenue, Trappe, PA 19426-2226 

September Auction 
and Flea Market 

Our Auction and Flea Market, 
which will raise funds for the restora
tion of Muhlenberg House, will be on 
Saturday, September 10th on the 
grounds of Muhlenberg House, 201 
Main Street, Trappe. 

There are many things which need 
to be done between now and then if 
it is to be a success. Volunteers are 
needed. Your gifts, time, and effort 
will be appreciated. Please contact 
Dr. Ivan W. Hess (489-7622), Dr. 

Gail Snyder ( 489-0927), or Andrew 
Barbin (454-1005). 

There are three keys to this event: 
(1) Increase the number and value of 
items donated, (2) Increase the num
ber of tables for the Flea Market, and 
(3) Increase the number of bidders 
for the Auction. 

In May and June the Committee 
will be focusing its attention on 
acquiring donations and selling tables 
for the Flea Market. Even those who 
do not have time to volunteers for 
services can: (1) make a donation or 
reserve a flea Market table, (2) Get 
a friend or neighbor to make a dona
tion or reserve a table, or (3) Provide 

the Committee with names of persons 
who may be contacted for a donation 
or a table reservation. 

Flea Market table space is $10.00 
per space. Individuals will be allotted 
space for one or more tables. 

Donation of items for the auction 
should be a minimum value of $25 to 
$30 to the average bidder expected at 
the Auction. Used items should be in 
good condition and working. The 
Auction is an excellent way for local 
businesses to advertise their products 
and services. Gift certificates from 
local restaurants and businesses have 
also been popular bid items at past 
auctions. (Note: We are not receiv
ing items for the Flea Market). 

All donors will be given a tax 
receipt indicating the value of the 
donation and the local tax exemption 
number. If an item sells for more 
stated value, a corrected receipt will 
be provided after the Auction. 

What one alone cannot achieve, 
many together can exceed. If each 
member makes a donation, buys table 
space, or provides a lead, we will 
succeed. The success of this project 
depends on you! 

Andrew Barbin, 
Auction Chairperson 

C A L E N D A R 1 9 9 4 
June 5th 1 :30-4:00 P.M. Opening of the Muhlenberg Exhibit, 

Dewees Tavern, 301 Main Street, Trappe 

June 14th 7:00 P.M. Flag Day Dinner, Moorehead's, 
1st Avenue, Trappe, Presentation: "Medicine 
During the Revolutionary War Period," by 
Mr. Richard Wolf, Park Ranger, Valley Forge 
National Park 

June 26th 10:30 A.M. Augustus Lutheran Church, Old 
Church Sunday 

September 10th Auction and Flea Market at  Muhlenberg 
House, 201 Main Street, Trappe 

September 18th Heritage Sunday - Museum Open 1 :30 P.M., 
301 Main Street, Trappe 
Music of the 18th Century, 4:00 P.M., 
Augustus Old Church 

November 1 1th 7:00 P.M. Annua l  Dinner Meeting, Moorehead's, 
1st Avenue, Trappe 

December 4th 1 :30-4:00 P.M. Open House at Dewees Tavern, 
Exhibition of Medinger Pottery from the Collection 
of Dr. Ivan W. Hess 

December 11th & 18th 1:30-4:00 P.M. Museum Open - Medinger 
Pottery Exhibit 



========= HISTORICAL ITEMS FOR SALE ========= 
Prints of Dewees Tavern (rom a Water Color 
by Mr. Eugene Bechtel 

Map of Itinerary of Washington's Anny in Montgomery County 

Anny Crosses Schuylkill at Parkerf ord 
(These are limited edition prints. Only 250 were made. When 
the supply is exhausted, there will not be another printing.) 

and Some Units Camp in Trappe $ 3.00 

Signed Print 
Matted Signed Print 
Matted Artist's Proof 
Framed Signed Print 
Framed Artist's Proof 

$ 40.00 
$ 55.00 
$ 65.00 
$125.00 
$135.00 

T-Shirts Some T-shirts are available. Three different logos: 
Old Style Muhlenberg House, New Style Muhlenberg House, and 
Emblem of Trappe. Some Large, Medium, and Small siz.es. Also 
some Children's sizes. Prices: $6.00 and $8.00 

Tiles with Trappe Emblem $ 2.00 

Display a TRAPPE FLAG on our National Holidays 

Desk Top Flag with Holder $ 3.00 
. $ 5.00 

Muhlenberg Sunvisors 25¢ each or 5 for $1.00 

Postcards/Scenes in Trappe 25¢ each or 5 for $1.00 12" X 18" Flag 

Mugs Suitable for All-Purpose Gifts 

Displays the Symbol of Trappe 

Bill o(Rights (Facsimile) 

$ 3.00 

VCR Cassette: Muhlenberg House and Dewees Tavern $20.00 

You may call Ways and Means Chairperson, Dr. Gail Snyder 
(489-0927) or Dr. Ivan W. Hess (489-7622). 

Contains the Signature of Frederick Muhlenberg $ 1.00 Items may be obtained at the Dewees Tavern on the last 
Wednesday of each month, 7:45 P.M. to 9:30 P.M., when the 
Muhlenberg Committee meets, and on the ftrSt Wednesday 
when the Historical Society Board meets, 7:45 to 9:30 P.M., 
except during tlie Lenten season. 

Anniversary Book of Trappe 

275th - Pictures, Historical Sketches, Businesses 
250th - Pictures, Historical Sketches, Businesses 

$ 2.00 
$ 1.00 

IF YOU HAVE FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WHO FORMERLY LIVED IN THE TRAPPE AREA, 
REMEMBER THEM WITH AN HISTORICAL SOCIEIT GIFT. 

Muhlenberg Document 
Conserved 

A deed for land in York County signed 
by Peter Muhlenberg, Vice President of 
the Supreme Executive of Council of 
Pennsylvania, from the Grimison Collec
tion, has recently been conserved by 
Eugene and Kathryn Bechtel, Greenwood 
Studio. A new frame with double 
mounted ultraviolet filtering qualities 
makes it possible to see the official seals 
from both front and back. We express 
appreciation for these services. 

Community Contribution Mailing 
May 1994 

19426 and RelaJed Zip Codes 

Encourage your friends and neigh
bors to contribute. All funds received 
are used for interior restoration. No 
funds are used for meals or any kind 
of entertainment. 

Contributions are Deductible 

The Historical Society is a 501-C-3 Non
Profit Corporation chartered for the 
restoration and maintenance of historic 
buildings and educational activities. Your 
contributions are fully deductible. 

Serving Items Needed 
for Open House 

It will be important as the Dewees 
Museum continues to improve to have 
some attractive serving pieces for the 
refreshment table. If you can contribute 
any of the following items, please call 
Mrs. Betty Pitcherella, Chairperson for 
Guides and Hostesses ( 489-0996), or Dr. 
Gail Snyder, Vice President ( 489-0927). 

Our needs: Sugar bowl, cream pitcher, 
cake and candy dishes, sugar spoons, flat
ware 

Fireplace Utensils Needed 
If you can contribute or sponsor 

utensils and equipment for cooking in an 
18th �entury fireplace, we shall be glad 
for your contribution. Such items are iron 
ladles, spoons, large forks, crockery, cast 
iron kettle 18 inches in diameter, footed 
iron rings to support kettles on the 
hearth, and candle molds. Please contact 
Dr. John C. Shetler, Curator (489-2624). 

Library Hours by Appointment 

Please call: The Rev. R. David Koch 
6 10-495-7767 

r----------------------------------------- ------------------------------, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T  

To help restore the Muhlenberg Bouse. I/we enclose a check made payable 
to the HISTORICAL SOCIE1Y OF TRAPPE. in the name of 

Strnt Town 

_$25 _sso _$100 _ssoo _$1,000 _Othu 

Clip and mail ta: Jlistorical Society of Trappe 
P.O. Box 828 Collegeville, PA 19426 

------------------------------ ----------- ------------------------------� 
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June 14th 7 : 00 P.M. 
Moorehead's Catering 

1st Avenue, Trappe 
Bring a Friend! 

Clip and mail to Mr. Norman Holcombe, 21 Main Street, Trappe, PA 19426 

Reservation Form 

Name: Tel: 

Address: 
Street 

Post Office Zip 

Please reserve places at $ 1 6.00 each for a total of $ ___ _ 

The $16.00. covers the dinner, decorations, and incidental expenses . . 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE 

P.0. BOX 828 

COLLEGEVILLE, PA 19426 

Address Con-ection Requested 

Memorial Tribute 
Henry L. Haas was born November 22, 

1908 i11 Philadelphia and died February 25, 
1994. A long-time resident of Main Street, 
Trappe, Mr. Haas was a member of The 
Trappe Historical Society from its early days, 
and as recently as 1989 he served as a 
member of the Nominating Committee. He 
was a regular attendant at the dinner 
meetings and functions of the Historical 
Society. His last involvement was attendance 
at the December Open House and Exhibit of 
"A Century of Christmas Cards" at the 
Dewees Tavern. 

He is survived by his wife, Leonore, a son, 
Mark J., a granddaughter, and a sister, 
Dorothy Schwemmer. Mrs. Haas is presently 
one of our faithful quilters. 111e Haases have 
lived in and well maintained one of Trappe's 
Historical Houses where Frederick 
Muhlenberg lived and for a time operated a 
store. 

We shall miss Henry Haas, but we shall 
co11tin11e to have pleasant memories of his 
faithful service and friendship. He was a 
member of Trinity Refom1ed Church, 
Collegeville, and we are confide11t of the 
Lord's blessing unto eternal life. We are 
counting on other people to show the 
f aithful11ess and give service in the future as 
those who have entered Heaven have in the 
past. 
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