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Dewees Museum
Tools for the Home, the Shop,
and the Farm
Come to Dewees Museum Open House on
Sunday, June 8th, 1 :30 to 4:00 P.M. for the
opening of the Summer Exhibit of 1 9th
Century Tools for the Home, the Shop, and the
Farm. How did people live and get their work
done 150 years ago? Bring your children and
explain how their grandparents and great
grandparents lived.
Tools from at least fifteen families will be
part of the exhibit. Did you know that cradles
were not only for babies but also for cutting
grain? You know how you get ice cubes from
the refrigerator-but do you know how they
got ice from the dam in winter?
The museum will be open every Sunday
from June 8th to August 24th from 1 :30 to
4:00 P.M. There is no admission charge, but
contributions are accepted for the support of
the museum. Ifyou would like to volunteer to
be a host or hostess, call Dr. Charlotte Witmer
at 489-4483.

Dennis Moyer Speaks at
June Dinner Meeting
Trappe Historical Society President, Dr.
Ivan Hess, has announced that Dennis Moyer
will speak on the theme, "Our Neighbors, the
Schwenkfelders," at the Flag Day Dinner at
7:00 P.M. at Mooreheads on June 14th.
While the Lutherans, Reformeds, and
Anglicans were settling in the Perkiomen
Valley in the first decades of the 1 8th Century,
there was also a group of immigrants settling
in the Upper Perkiomen area in 1 734 who were
followers of Casper Schwenkfeld. Hence, the
title, "Our Neighbors, the Schwenkfelders."
Mr. Moyer recently completed 19 years of
service at the Schwenkfelder Library in
Pennsburg. He is a member of the Board of
Directors of the Goschenhoppen Historians
and of the Dillingerville Union School
Association. He is active in St. Mark Lutheran
Church in Pennsburg.
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The President 's Message
Approximately $1 25, 000 is needed to complete the
interior restoration of the Muhlenberg House.

To

accomplish this, I appointed a Fund Raising Committee,

headed by J. Edmund Mullin, Esq.

Our aim is to raise the money this Summer and
complete the work this Fall and Winter. We welcome and
encourage your financial support to complete the
restoration. The appearance of the house and grounds
continues to improve with time and effort.
We are having many visitors see the house, but it really
is not in a suitable state at present to display.
Dr. John Shetler, Curator, will have a display of 19th
Century Tools for the Home, the Shop, and the Farm at the
Dewees Tavern beginning on Sunday, June 8, and each
Sunday throughout the Summer from 1 : 30 to 4 P.M

f);V<lftt �,,.)>
Ivan W Hess, MD.

President

Committee of '9 7 Approved by Board

The Board of Directors at its March meeting approved the appointment of the
Committee of '97 to raise $ 125,000 to complete the interior of Muhlenberg House
and celebrate the 255th Anniversary of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg's arrival in
Trappe in 1 742. The Committee will have two sections: Fund Raising and the
Historical Year. Members of the Committee will be announced at the June 14th
dinner meeting and in the newspapers.

Historical Talk-Multlenberg's Neighbors and Tradesmen
At the Dewees Museum on June 8th at 2 :00 P.M., the Historical Society
Historian, Dr. John C. Shetler, will give human interest accounts of the neighbors
and various tradesmen who were involved in the daily events of life in Providence
in the middle 1 700's when the Muhlenberg family lived in the house at 20 I Main
Street.
The public is invited. Dewees Museum is located at 30 1 Main Street, Trappe.

'Tis th e Season /or Volunteers

From the Jouma/s of
He11ry Melchior Muhle11berg
1 742
Febr11ary 11.

In the evening I arrived at

Gottingen and lodged with the worthy Dr. Oporin

to [my] great joy, for we remembered before God

the many great benefits of soul and body which
He had graciously permitted to be vouchsafed us
during the four years in which we had been
separated from one another!

It is certainly a real

joy when one discovers that God in His mercy,
contrary to the expectation of men, grants life,
health, consolation, strength, and blessing in
one's calling.

I then visited the charity school

\\hi.ch was founded in my time and maintained by
His Grace, the Xlth Count Reuss.

The recent Summit of President Clinton on Volunteerism for America has
highlighted every person's volunteering as a way to improve and strengthen our life
in this counby.
Since its founding, the Historical Society has done its work through volunteers.
With the saving and restoring of Muhlenberg House, the need for volunteers
increased greatly and many people have responded. The only paid persons have
been the architects and contractors. When committee meetings are held, all
expenses for food are paid privately. Every cent given goes to the restoration of the
Muhlenberg House or, in the case of the museum, to the work of the museum. We
express appreciation to all who are helping pass on the heritage.
For the summer, we need volunteers for grass mowing and grounds
care-men, women, youth!

Call Dr. Ivan W. Hess at 489-7622.

The remaining

days I devoted to the strengthening of my soul in

the company of Dr. Oporin and visited a number

Recent Gifts to Museum and Library

of good friends and children of God to our

strengthening.
After saying farewell to my former teachers,
friends, and acquaintances in the Lord, departed

Gift of The Rev. Thomas Geiger Young:
•

from Gottingen on February 1 7 and arrived the

The History ofAmerican Funeral Directing, by Rabenstein and Lamers,

Bulfinch Printers, Inc., Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

same evening in my native town Einbeck, where
I found my weak old mother still living and my
family all well, who, it is true, were very happy
but already aggrieved because I was going so far
away from

them. On Sunday,

the eighteenth, my

Gifts of Clay C. Hess:
•

•

friends and relatives came to me, especially those

•

whose eyes God had opened and whom He had

•

brought to a living knowledge of God and Jesus
Christ. After service in the church we encouraged
and admonished one another to complete trust in

our covenant God and reconciled Father, through

our Surety, Jesus Christ, using the verse in

Hebrews 4: "Let us therefore come unto the
throne of grace," etc.
April

14.

•

We traveled to Hellevootsluis,

•

One Volume, History ofMontgomery County, by Theodore W. Bean
Grain Cradle, 1 9th Century
Large Wooden Snow Shovel, 1 9th Century
Jockey Pole, an iron rod with accompanying snaps which was fastened to
the hame of the lead horse on the left and to the bridle on the right, which
meant that only the lead horse had lines on the bridle to the driver. The
Jockey Pole was used with multiple horse teams-two, three, four, or six
horses. The area of use was Lebanon and Lancaster Counties of Penn
sylvania, 1 9th Century.
Homemade Double Tree, two unmatched Single Trees, 19th Century
Single Tree, Neck')'oke, 1 9th Century

stayed there for several hours and boarded the
English packet boat about two o'clock in the
afternoon. Here we also found a Haru10verian
courier. All of us wanted to show our courage
against seasickness and so remained on deck.
But it lasted no longer than in the harbor.

When

we entered the North Sea we all became sick, one

after another.

I wanted to hold out longer, but

grew the more cold and sick.

The Hungarian

officer had already traveled by water and he
therefore remained the strongest and cared for me
in every imaginable way.
Because we had contrary winds, we voyaged

If any member or friend has items to contribute to the museum, please call
Dr. John C. Shetler, Curator (489-2624).
;--------------------------------------- ------------------ -- - - -- - - --,
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FOR COMPLETION OF THE INTERIOR
To help restore the Muhlenberg House, I/we enclose a check made payable to the
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, in the name of

from the fourteenth to the sixteenth of April and
arrived at Harwich, the fust English city, on the
sixteenth, about ten o'clock.

During the whole

time on the ship I could not lift my head, but at

Harwich I had to get out, which was very hard for

me.

The faithful God helped me, however, so

Town

Street

_$25

_sso

_s100

Tri.

State/'Llp

_ssoo

_Sl,000

_Other

that I was able to have my effects inspected and
taken care of in the custom house.

Then the

passengers ate together, took post horses, and
about twelve o'clock rode away
London.

en currier to

Clip and mail to: Historical Society of Trappe
P. O. Box 828 Collegeville, PA 19426
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Opportunities for Service
Be a Guide, Host or Hostess for Muhlenberg House and for Dewees
Museum. The museum season for Dewees Tavern begins June 8th.
Muhlenberg House at present is open only by appointment while restoration
continues. However, we are beginning work to prepare for a system of
historically acquainted and accurately costumed guides for Muhlenberg
House.
We encourage both men and women to be interested in both sites. To
participate call the Curator, John C. Shetler (489-2624 ) or Dr. Charlotte
Witmer (489-4483).

Art Auction a Great Success!
The Art Auction sponsored by the Trappe
Historical Society to benefit the final phase of
the Muhlenberg House restoration raised over
$ 1 1 ,600. More than 200 attendees enjoyed the
festive setting of the "Barn" at Rhone-Poulenc
Rorer, as well as their generous and delicious
assortment of drinks and refreshments.
Dr. Ivan W. Hess, President of the Historical
Society, and Norm Grant (Quoin Partnership), Chairman of the Art Auction
Committee, extends a grateful thanks to all the supporters of this
event-including RPR, attendees, bidders, prize donors, 7 1 advertisers, the
committee and the volunteers-all of whom joined to make this a memorable
community event!

A Descendant Visits
Henry J. Schuler, ofReston, Virginia,
visited Dewees House to learn ifwe had
any information on Andrew Miller. I was
happy to tell him he was in the house,
the one-third portion toward Route 113
or 3rd Avenue, which was the home of
Andrew Miller in the 18th Century.
We visited together for two hours,
going over the records ofthe house and
the references to Andrew Miller in the
Journals of Henry M Muhlenberg.
Muhlenberg referred to him as "my
neighbor Andrew Miller, " and has many
entries concerning him or his family.
Since that time, I have received a
letter from Mr. Schuler, along with a
copy of the will ofAndrew Miller. We
are fortunate to have this important
relationship established. Mr. Schuler
recently retired from the Center for
Strategic and International Studies for
the Middle East, Washington, DC. His
responsibility was International Oil.
Dr. John S. Shetler, Curator

Summary ofMuhlenberg Leadership Roundtable
The Muhlenberg Leadership Committee's first roundtable discussion was
held on April 2, 1 997 at the Muhlenberg House. It addressed the question:
Are there constants of leadership in our time of constant change? Led by
Richard P. Richter, President Emeritus of Ursinus College, the group of over
20 identified: 1 ) societal issues of major concern, 2) qualities and
characteristics of leadership, and 3) favorable and unfavorable trends in
today's society.
Opening remarks included those of Dr. John C. Shetler, Historian of the
Trappe Historical Society, who related a "Muhlenberg Leadership Moment,"
that illustrated leadership qualities demonstrated by the Muhlenberg family.
In a summary prepared by Richter, he noted, "The five trend statements
touch an important nerve of concern expressed among thoughtful and
influential people in open discussion at the inaugural roundtable. They
constitute a serious assessment of areas of need for leadership in our region,
in the context of the trends of the nation." The findings of this inaugural
roundtable discussion will guide the Committee in determining future
subjects of discussion to meet the leadership needs of our community.
Dr. Ivan W. Hess, President of the Trappe Historical Society, presented
Richter with a Muhlenberg Plate by Lester Breininger, expressing gratitude
for his extensive preparation toward this effort and the successful fulfillment
of the purpose of this inaugural and historical event.
The Muhlenberg Leadership Committee is chaired by Lucy A Ivins and
includes Dr. U. Berkley Ellis, Dr. Ivan W. Hess, Dr. Houghton V. Kane,
Myrna Knaide, George W. Meschter, Rev. Dr. Herbert Michel, Cristen L.
Renken, Kenneth Schaefer, and Dr. John C. Shetler.

Items Needed
for Dewees Museum
We continue to need a variety of items
and shall appreciate the following gifts
-new or used:
Sweeper with Attachments
Small Tool Box
Bookcases or Shelves
6-Foot Stepladder
Wastebaskets
File Cabinets
Paper Towels
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Address:

Tel:

June 14

Flag Day Dinner Meeting
Moorehead's
7:00 P.M.

June 15 August 24

Museum Open Sundays

____

November 1 1

Veteran's Day Dinner
Moorehead's
7:00 P.M.

December 7,
14, 2 1

Museum Open for Advent
1 :30-4:00 P.M.

Zip

places at $16.00 each for a total of $

_
_
_
_
_

The cost covers the dinner, decorations, and incidental expenses.

Bring a Friend !

l :30-4:00 P.M.

Exhibit Artifacts from
Trappe Kiln

------

Please reserve

Heritage Sunday
Museum Open

------

Post Office

1 :30-4:00 P.M.
Exhibit 19th Century Tools

- - - - -

Street

1 :30-4:00 P.M.
Exhibit 19th Century Tools
2:00 P.M. Historical Talk:
Muhlenberg's Neighbors
and Tradesmen

September 2 1

Name:

Dewees Museum Open House

Exhibit: The Madonna in Art
from the Collection of
The Rev. Robert E. Home

