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Your Invitation to Opening 
of Muhlenberg House 

In appreciation of the support of the 
residents of the Perkiomen Valley in the 
purchase and restoration of the 
Muhlenberg House, the Board of 
Directors cordially invites you to the 
Opening of Muhlenberg House on 
Sunday, May 3 1 ,  1 998, at 2:00 P.M. 
Parking will be available in St. Luke's 
Church and other areas to be announced 
in the newspapers. 

The program will begin at 2 :00 P.M. 
with the Architect, John D. Milner, 
interpreting the restoration. The General 
Contractor, Jon Costanza, will present 
the key to the house to Dr. Ivan W. Hess, 
President of the Trappe Historical 
Society, who will express appreciation to 
the people of the Perkiomen Valley for 
their generous and faithful support of the 
restoration of the house. 

The Honorable Richard W. Tilghman, 
State Senator for the 1 7th District of 
Pennsylvania, will speak on the im
portance of the Muhlenberg House for 
the Perkiomen Valley, the state, and the 
nation. The Honorable Raymond Bunt, 
Member of the House of Representatives 
of Pennsylvania, will pay tribute to 
Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, having 
been the Speaker of the State House of 
Representatives, and to General Peter 
Muhlenberg who was Vice President of 
the Supreme Executive Council of 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Herbert H. Michel, 
Pastor of Augustus Lutheran Church, 
will offer the prayer for the opening of 
the House, remembering that Henry 
Melchoir Muhlenberg was Pastor of 
Augustus Church. 

The Rev. Mark W. Wilson, Pastor of 
St. Luke's United Church of Christ, 
known as the Reformed Church at 
Providence during the 1 8th century, will 

(continued on page 2) 
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Tlze President 's Message 

The days of celebration have arrived! We now see the 
completion of Muhlenberg House Restoration in the near future. 

The contractor assures us that the Visitor 's Center and 
restroom facilities will be completed for our first "Open House " 
festivities on May 31st. Also by that time he assures us that the 
painting of the Muhlenberg House will be completed as well as the 
final hardware will be installed This is a great feeling to see the 
conclusion of our efforts with the aid of many volunteers, 
contributors, and supporters of various types. 

However, this is not the end We now must think of famishing 
the house with appropriate furniture and artifacts. We will need 
additional help with recntiting guides, hostesses, and the 
maintenance that goes with a house of this type. 

The community has been supportive in the past, and we hope 
this support will continue as we show off this house. 

f))/<JUt � /> j) 
Jvan W Hess, MD. 
President 

Flag Day Dinner 
Historical Society President, Dr. Ivan 

W. Hess, has announced the Flag Day 
Dinner speaker as Dr. A. G. Roeber, 
Chairman of the Department of 
Religious Studies at the Main Campus 
of Penn State University. The subject 

of Dr. Roeber's presentation will be 
"The Muhlenberg Family." 

Dr. Roeber is well acquainted with 

the history of the Muhlenberg family, 
which makes his address most 

appropriate. 
Remember, the date is Sunday, June 

1 4th, at 7:00 P.M. at Moorehead's on 
First A venue, Trappe. 

(Resen1atio11 form on page 4) 

Heritage Days in September 
Remembering that General Peter 

Muhlenberg was in the Battle of 
Brandywine and in the march of the 
army through Trappe after the battle, 
there will be a parade on Saturday, 
September 1 2th, starting at 1 :00 P.M. 

Representatives from the state and 
national government will be present. 

On Sunday afternoon, September 
1 3th, there will be an encampment with 
Reenactment Revolutionary War 
Soldiers at Augustus Church, and 
Colonial Craft Workers at Muhlenberg 
House. 

Alfred N. Douglas is Chairman of 
Heritage Day. 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1776 
March 17, Sunday. Was obliged to undertake 
a journey to Providence. Because of excep
tionally bad roads and rain the trip took two 
days. Set out from Philadelphia early in U1e 
morning with a rented extra-wagon, taking 
with me an aged [HD: but still robust] widow, 
Mrs. Z[immennan], [HD: as a hired hand] . 
The roads were bad and muddy, and it was 
after eleven o'clock when we finally reached St. 
Peter's Church, in Whitemarsh [HD: Barren 
Hill], because some part of the wagon was 
broken on the way. At Uuee o'clock in U1e 
afternoon we set out again on our journey, 
hoping to reach Providence by nightfall. But 
we had hardly driven four miles when we were 
overtaken by a cold downpour [HD: wind
stonn and snow] which made the roads even 
less passable and compelled us to put up for the 
night in a wretched tavern. The downpour 
continued through the night, and this caused 
the rivers to rise [HD: and U1e roads to sink in 
mud] . 
March 18, Monday. Paid the bill of9s.6d. for 
the driver, horses, myself, and the widow. [HD: 
Set out again] . We were able to travel only two 
English miles an hour. [HD: We covered five 
English miles in three hours, and at eleven 
o'clock] we had breakfast and fed the horses, 
which cost 4s. 9d. [HD: From there we still had 

six miles to go and two streams to cross], and 
finally, at two [HD: almost three] o'clock in 
the afternoon, we reached Providence [HD: 
safely Uuough the mercy of God] . Paid the 
driver [HD: £2 5s. for three days and] 7s.6d. 
[HD: 10s.] for expenses on the return journey 
[HD: for driver and horses] . Stopped at U1e 
nearest inn, Mr. P. 's, with Widow 
Z[immennan], and paid 10s for the time I 
lodged there. [HD: Turned the woman over to 
neighboring acquaintances because U1e large 
house was not yet habitable.] 
March 19, Tuesday. Had four [HD: five] 
women clear the dirt out of the house and scrub 

the floors of the rooms, and paid them 8s. [HD: 
10s.6d. I had hired the widow for four months 
at 15s. a month for her services -a total of £3, 
which I had paid in advance. In addition, I now 
paid her board for four months at 4s. a week, a 
total of £3 4s. As a start for the household] I 
bought fifty pounds of white flour and seven 
pounds of butter for 1 ls. 9d. 
March 20, Wednesday. Messrs. George Diel 
and Friedrich Hessert [HD: two deacons of our 
congregation] brought some firewood to the 
house as a present. [HD: There was need for 
this, and I found pleasure in it, because it was 
still bitterly cold and I was staying in the empty 
house during the day. 

Your Invitation to Opening (continuedfrompage J) 
present a Visitors Book to Muhlenberg House in appreciation for the kind and 
generous service the Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg gave to the Reformed 
congregation. When the Reformed Pastor, who lived in Whitemarsh, could not get 
to Trappe because of swollen creeks, muddy roads, deep snow, or illness, Pastor 
Muhlenberg conducted services as well as performed the rites of the church. 

The Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, portrayed by The Rev. William A. 
Fluck, Visitation Pastor of Augustus Lutheran Church, will open the door and be 
the first to enter the house. The benediction will be pronounced by The Rev. 
Thomas Geiger Young, retired Methodist Pastor and First Vice President of the 
Historical Society. Master of Ceremonies will be Dr. John C.  Shetler, Curator and 
Historian. 

Visitation of the house will extend from 2 : 3 0  to 4:30 P .M.  The Pennsylvania 
Department of Licenses and Inspection restricts visitation to 1 0  persons at a time. 
The Opening of the House Committee has prepared three exhibits with interpreters 
for the benefit of those waiting to go through the house: 1 )  a 1 2-minute film of 
the excavation of the kiln adjacent to the house, 2) an exhibit of the artifacts from 
the kiln which operated from 1 720 to 1 750, and 3)  an exhibit of structural 
artifacts which made it possible to restore the house to the exact condition of 1 776 
when Pastor Muhlenberg bought the house. The house will be open for visitation 
on Sunday afternoons thereafter from 1 :3 0  to 4:00 P.M. 

Members of the Committee for Opening of the House are Mr.  Erich 
Hundertmark, Mrs. Phyllis V. Parsons, M rs. C. Marie Shetler, Mr. Raymond 
Spaid, Mr. James T. Stewart, Dr. Charlotte Witmer, The Rev. Thomas G. Young, 
Mrs. Esther Ziegler, Mr. Lloyd Ziegler, Dr. Ivan W. Hess, Ex-Officio, and Dr. 
John C. Shetler, Chairman. 

Valuable Genealogical Work 
Several years ago, Mr. Richard Franks placed the funeral records of Mr. Frank 

Shalkop on loan with the Historical Society Library. 
In March 1 998, Mr. Richard Holcombe placed a two-volume transcription of 

these records in the Library. The records cover the years 1 90 1  to 1 929. Mrs. 
Sandra Musselman, secretary to Mr. Holcombe, assisted in the project by entering 
the statistics in the computerized printout of more than two thousand names. 

We extend our thanks for this valuable and time-consuming work, which has 
been done as a gift to the Society. 
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I : F O R C O M P L E T I O N  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R  

A N D  R E S T R O O M  F A C I L I T I E S  

To help restore the Muhlenberg House, I/we enclose a check made payable to the 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, in the name of: 

Street Town StatefZip Tel. 

__ s2s __ sso __ SIOO __ ssoo __ Sl,000 __ Other 

Clip and mail to: Historical Society of Trappe 

P.O. Box 26708 Collcgcville, PA 19-'26-0708 
L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----------------J 



Dedication in August 
Mark your calendar now for Sunday, August 9th, at 2 :00 P .M.  Dedication 

Committee Chairperson, The Rev. Dr. Herbert H. Michel, has announced that 
the Officiant for the Act of Dedication of the Muhlenberg House will be The 
Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson, Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. Since the Muhlenberg Family was involved in the church, 
education, and government, there will be a procession of representatives from 
the clergy, educational institutions, and government. 

Additional Death Record 
The death of Mr. George E. Poorman was missed in the announcement of 

deceased members for the period between arumal meetings . Mr. Poorman died 
following the 1 996 annual meeting on November 22, 1 996. He was born on May 
1 3 ,  1 9 1 3 .  He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Marianne (Sackett) Poonnan, and 
four sons: Peter C. ,  Paul W., James T., and John L. Poorman. The family gave 
a memorial gift to the Historical Society. Mr. Poorman was a faithful and long 
time member of the Society and for many years served as Chaplain. We 
appreciate the long time interest of the family. Mrs. Poorn1an is a descendant of 
George Hagey, clock maker of Trappe. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
If you would like to be a part of the Historical Society of Trappe, we hope 

you will consider opportunities that you might enjoy. We are in need of Guides, 
Hosts, and Hostesses for Muhlenberg House and for the Dewees Museum. 

For information, please call the Curator, Dr. John C. Shetler at (6 1 0) 489-
2624 or Dr. Charlotte Witmer at (6 1 0) 489-4483 . 

We are currently planning a program to historically acquaint guides for 
Muhlenberg House and would welcome your participation. 

Muhlenberg Leadership Committee 
The Muhlenberg Leadership Committee is currently in the planning process 

for two upcoming events : The Second Leadership Roundtable and the 
Presentation of the Muhlenberg Award. Members of the Muhlenberg Leader
ship Committee include Lucy Ivins (Chair), Dr. Ivan W. Hess, Dr. John C .  
Shetler, D r .  U.  Berkeley Ellis, George W .  Meschter, The Rev. Dr. Herbert 
Michel, Myrna Knaide, Kenneth Schaefer, and The Rev. Thomas Young. 

The Second Roundtable will be held in June, to be led by David Comish. This 
will be the continuation of a conversation on leadership needs in this period of 
change. The First Roundtable was led by Richard Richter. Details of this event 
will be announced as plans are confirmed. 

The Muhlenberg Award Committee is currently researching candidates for 
this distinguished honor. The award is presented to "an individual who exempli
fies qualities of leadership exhibited by the Muhlenberg Family at the birth of 
our nation . . .  Vision, Faith, Integrity, Service." In addition to presenting the 
names of three nominees to the Muhlenberg Leadership Committee for final 
selection, the Award Committee will organize, coordinate, and announce the 
details of the presentation ceremony. Members include Myrna Knaide (Chair), 
Muriel Anderson, Sue Gorski, Richard Holcombe, Sue Ellen Nolan, and Lucy 
Ivins (Liaison for the Muhlenberg Leadership Committee). 

Dr. John C. Shetler, Editor 

Myrna Knaide, Managing Editor 
M-K Computing Scn·iccs 

Printed by ProCopy 

Write to Editor at: 
300 W. 3rd Avenue 

Trappe, PA 19-1-26-2226 

Library Hours 
To make an appointment to visit our 
library, please call the Curator. 
Contribution expected for research. 

Museum Gifts 
If you have a family treasure of historic 
note, you may wish to donate it to the 
Historical Society of Trappe for display. 
Contact the Curator to discuss how your 
valued possession may help others to 
learn and enjoy the history of our area. 

Dr. John Shetler, Curator 

(610) 489-2624 

----------------- ---------------------, 
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T O  P A Y Y O U R  D U E S ! 

Mail to: Richard Holcombe 
2 1  Main Street 
Trappe, PA 1 9426 

No. 
� 

Regular @ $8.00 

Student @ $2.00 

Schrack @ $ 1 2 .00 

Life @ $ 1 00.00 

Address : -----------

Telephone: -----------

I 
I 



HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE 
P. 0. BOX 26708 
COLLEGEVILLE, PA 19426-0708 

Flag Day Dinner - June 14th 

!our �n&itntion 
tn tfr.e 

®p£ning nf 
�ulylenh.erg �ou5.e 

'Jrogrnnt �.egins nt 2:00 p-nt 

(Details on Page 1) 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

COLLEGEVILLE, PA 

1 9426 

PERMIT NO. 9 

MAY 1 998 NEWSLETTER 
PLEASE, DO NOT DELAY! 

,,,,JJ� FLAG DAY DIHHEJt t�" June 1 4, 1 998 7 : 00 P.M. 

· Speaker: Dr. A. G. Roeber 
Chairman, Department of Religious Studies 

Main Campus, Penn State University 

"The Muhlenberg Family" 

Moorehead's Catering (• 1st Avenue, Trappe 

Clip and mail to: Richard Holcombe 
21 Main Street Trappe, PA 1 9426 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - R e s e rva t i o n  Fo r m  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Name: Tel: -----

Address: _________________ _ 
Street 

Post Office Zip 

Please reserve ___ places at $16.00 each for a total of S ___ _ 

Tile cost co1•ers tile di1111er, decoratio11s, a11d i11cide11tal expe11ses. 

Bring a friend! 


