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Congress1nan Gerlach to Speak 

at Flag Day Dinner 
President Herbert H .  M ichel, D.D., has announced 
that Congressman J ames W. Gerlach wi l l  be the 
speaker at the Flag Day Dinner on June 1 4th at 
7 :00pm at Moorehead Catering, 1 st Avenue, Trappe. 

Elected to represent the 6th District in 2002. 
Congressman Gerlach is a member of the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure and a lso of the 
Committee on Smal l  B usiness. Both of these are 
very important for Southeastern Pennsylvania. Prior 
to serving in Congress, Gerlach was elected to the 
Pennsylvania Senate in  1 994 and 1 998. Jn 1 990 and 
1 992 he was e lected to the Pennsylvania H ouse o f  
Representatives. 

Congressman Gerlach wi l l  speak of the manner in 
which c itizens of the District may commun icate the i r  
concerns t o  h i s  office and how h e  can b e  of service to 
the c itizens. He a lso w i l l  report on how the bi l ls 
recently passed w i l l  be of help to the people of this  
District. 

Wh ile in the Pennsylvania Senate. he was the 
prime sponsor of Act 35 of 1 996, the state's high ly 
touted welfare reform law which has helped reduce 
the state' s  welfare rol ls by nearly 200,000, requ iring 
able-bodied welfare recipients to undertake necessary 
education and employment search activ ities and 
publ ic serv ice in exchange for public assistance. In  
both the House and the Senate he has a reputation of 
voting fo r  bi l l s  that would service the peopl e  of the 
District. 

Gerlach was born and reared in El lwood City, 
Lawrence County. Pennsylvania. where he graduated 
from Lincoln H igh School in 1 973 .  In 1 977 he 
graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of A rts degree 
in Pol i tical Sc ience. In 1 980 he received a juris 
doctor degree from D ickinson Law Schoo l .  He 
resides in Upper Uwchlan Township, Chester County. 

The general public is invited to th is meeting of the 
Historical Soc iety. To make your reservation, please 
return the coupon on page 4 to Richard Holcombe 
with your check, or call him to make your reservation 
at 6 1 0-489-7266. 

President M ichel w i l l  preside at the 3 9th annual 
observance ofFlag Day. The Chaplain. Rev . Wi l liam 
Fluck. \\ i i  I offer the prayer of thanksgiv ing before the 
meal and for guidance for the nation . A se lection of 
artifacts w i l l  be on exhibit. •!• 

The President's Message 

Dear Friends: 

The Historical Society has begun an exciting season 
1rith a special exhibit in conjunction with the Berman 
Museum, "Selections from the Pennsylvania German 
Collection, " which runs from May 4 to December 14, 
2003. We are encouraged that new people will be 
visiting us to see our two museum houses. 

Many groups have been scheduled to visit with us 
this Spring and Summer. If you have a group, we would 
be delighted to give a tour and also make arrangements 
to 1·isit Historic Old Trappe Church (1 743) . 

We will install the new walkway at Dewees to help 
people with walking problems. We have not reached the 
full amount for this project, but with just a few more 
contributions we will reach our goal. Any questions 
about our programs and projects, please call the Society 
office (610-489-7560). 

I send my best wishes and personal regards. 

Sincerely, iJ 1lkSP#. � 
Dr. Herbert H. Michel, ' 
President 

Have You Seen the Bennan Exhibit 

, 

at Muhlenberg and Dewees Museums? 
Everyone who visits our museums on any Sunday afternoon between 
I : 30  and 4 :00pm wil l  receive a catalogue that includes colored 
photographs of the Pennsylvania German exhibit  from the Berman 
M useum of Ursinus Col lege. 

M ore than 200 artifacts have been placed on loan unti l the second 
Sunday in Decem ber. The Guest Curator is  Lisa Minardi, Ursinus ' 04, 
who is working u nder a grant from Llewel lyn Dryfoos, a member of the 
Ursinus Board of Directors. 

An Historical Society brochure wi l l  a lso be avai lable that l ists some 
of the major arti facts of the Society regu larly on exhibit. This includes 
artifacts from the M uhlenberg fami ly. (See article, page 3.) •!• 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1 778 

June 1 1 , Thursday. Engaged Mr. Hobson to 
survey the ten acres of land which I had bought 
back from George Diehl some time ago. The 
survey revealed that there are one hundred rods 
over the ten acres, for which surplus I must sti l l  
pay . Paid I S s .  to  the surveyor and 1 Ss .  to  two 
day laborers who worked the rest of the time 
mowing grass. It is reported that the English 
soldiers were plundering in the city just the day 
before the English commissioners arrived. Who 
knows whether it is true? 

June 1 2, Friday. A short time ago the German 
printer, Christoph Sauer. was taken prisoner in 
Philadelphia and brought to the American camp 
because his sons in Philadelphia have been 
treating the Americans very unreasonably and 
abusively in the German newspapers. A German 
general in the camp said a good word for him, 
which brought about his release after he had 
sworn the oath of loyalty to the state. 

In the evening I paid the grassmower 7s. 6d. 

for today. A spy w as captured here today and 
taken to the A merican cam p. 

June 1 3, Saturday. Have day laborers mak ing 
hay. In the forenoon the mi l itia from Reading 
went by, taking down captured Hessians and 
English for exchange. Our neighbor, Thomas 
Badman, brought over three deeds for his place 
as assurance. since Mama had, on June I ,  a. c. , 

lent him £40 currency on it. Visit from Martin 
Knoll, who requested me to preach in a church 
on the Shippach pike two weeks from tomor
row, God willing. Toward evening I had 
Mr. Schrack's son haul in our hay. I gave the 
son 3s. 9d. as a douceur. Also paid I Ss. to 
Friedr[ich] Paul for two days in full .  

June 1 4, Trinity Sunday. I n  the morn ing I 
went to Augustus Church and preached on the 
text for today, John 3 :  I ff. Stayed at the church 
until after two o'clock and then held service for 
the English people. A fterwards had a v isit from 
Mr. Sw[aine] and his wife. of New Hannover, 
and also from our son · s  father- in-law·s  two sons 
from Libanon. Also a small party of Indians 
returned from the American camp. They did not 
stay here overnight. Paid £ 1 2s. 6d. for six milk  
jars. 

Docents Needed . . .  Members of The H istorical 
Society are invited to j oin our group of  Docents who 
guide visitors through the Dew ees Museum and the 
Muhlenberg House. M in imum training wi l l  take you 
to the lev el required to take part in this important 
11 ork of the Society a� 11 e l l  as prO\ ide a mean ingful 
personal e:-.perience. Call 1 eresa Sorta. Tue da;. or 
Thursday, 9 :00am to 1 2 :00pm . 6 1 0-489-7560. 

Vice President Elected 
The Rev. Robert Meschke of Kimberton and Assistant Pastor of St. Peter' s 
United Church of Christ in K.naurtown, was elected by the Board of D irectors to 
fi l l  the unexpired term of Maureen R�ggiero who resigned at the beginning of the 
year. Pastor M eschke has been giving valuable service as a member of the 
M useum Committee and was e lected to the Board in 2002. •!• 

We are Thankful 
We are grateful for the contributed services 
of Kimmel, Lorah & Associates, during 
these past years. They did their work 
without cost to the Society. This  helped us 
greatly in the advancement of our work. 
They took care of our reports to the U.S.  
Internal Revenue Service each year as well 
as to the Department of State of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. •!• 

Group Tours . . . for Henry 

M11'1/e11berg Ho11se and Dewees 

/l.f11se11m must be scheduled m 
advance. A suggested contribution of 
$2.00 per person per museum is en
couraged to help with museum main
tenance costs-larger contributions 
are welcomed. Gifts go directly to the 
work of the museums 
To make reservations, call Dr. John 
Shetler, Museum Director/Historian 
(610-489-2624). 

Pennsylvania German Society in Trappe 
On Friday and Saturday. June 6 and 7, the Pennsylvania German Society wi l l  meet 
in Trappe at Augustus Lutheran Church and St. Luke's United Church of Christ. 
Speakers include Dr. Charles G ladfelter, Prof. Emeritus of History, Gettysburg 
College: A lan Keyser of East Greenvi lle on "Gottl ieb Mette I berger in Trappe"; 
and Dr. John Ruth on "The Route 1 1 3 Corridor." Pastor Henry Muhlenberg. 
Pastor Wi l l iam Fluck, and Pastor John Shetler wi l l  talk about Providence in the 
1 700s. 

Reservation forms for the presentations and meals are available at the H istorical 
Society Office, Dewees Museum, Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:00am 
to 1 2 :00pm . •!• 

Progress of the On-Grade Walk 
The first stage of m aking the first floor of Dewees Museum accessible to everyone 
should be completed by the first weekend in June. We have now received $2,695 
toward the first stage cost of$3,000. The amount needed is $3 05 .  Who wi l l  be the 
next to participate? 

The second stage wil l  be prov iding ramps for one step each at two inside door
ways on the first floor. We expect to make these two ramps compatible with 
antique floors of the 1 830 portion to harmonize with the 1 8th-century portion of the 
east end of the bui lding. You may use the gift certificate below to continue to make 
this fund grow. •!• 

I 
C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T I for DEWEES NEW ENTRANCE WALK 

I 
I Enclosed is a check made payable to The H istorical Society. 

I Designated for: ----------------------

! I n  the Name of: ----------------------� 

I I n  Memory of: 
I 
�������������������� 

I 
I 
I 
I 0 $25 

City 
D $50 0 $ 100 

Street 

State Z:ip Tel. 

O s5oo D $ 1 ,000 D Other 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I Clip and i\ lail to: The Historical Societ)' P.O. Box 26708 Collegev ille PA 1 9.t26-0708 I 
L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  



-Berman Museum/Trappe Historical Society Host Exhibit 

On Sunday, May 4th, a new and unique exh ibit, '·Selections from the 
Pennsylvan ia German Col lection," was introduced to the community. Artifacts 
from the Berman Museum of Ursinus Col lege have been incorporated into the 
existing Trappe Historical Society collection. Historical Society Museum 
Director/Historian Dr. John C.  Shetler and Ursinus Student Curator Lisa Minardi 
coordinated this exhibit, wh ich is being d isplayed both in the Muhlenberg House 
and the Dewees Museum . 

Members of the Trappe Historical Society and Friends of the Berman Museum 
attended the opening reception, which was held in Moyer Hal 1 at St. Luke· s United 
Church of Christ, directly across from the Muh lenberg House on Main Street in 
Trappe. Speakers who addressed the gathering at Moyer Hal l included Shetler 
and M inardi, as well as Lisa Tremper Hanover, Director of the Berman Museum 
of Ursinus College, and Dr. Herbert H. Michel, President of The Trappe 
Historical Society, who expressed appreciation for the efforts of all those who 
made thi s  exhib it possible. 

Shetler stated, "We are 
grateful to Lisa Tremper 
Hanover and the Berman 
Museum staff for making this 
exhibit poss ible. We express 
appreciation to Guest Curator 
Lisa M inard i .  Ursinus Class of 
2004, who has arranged the 
exhibit. We extend our thanks 
to Llewellyn Dryfoos, a 
member of the Ursinus Board 

(L to R) Lisa Minardi, John Shetler, and Lisa Hanover. of Directors, and his wife 
Carolyn, for so generously 

provid ing a financial grant that made the exhibit possible." 
In expressing thanks to all  those who helped her accompl ish this project, 

Minardi noted, "My hope is that th is  exhibit marks the beginning of a new 
relationship between the Berman M useum of Art at Ursinus College and the 
Historical Society." She explained thatthe exhibit is essentially two exhibits, with 
the installation at the Muhlenberg House designed to refl ect items that a late 
eighteenth-century Pennsylvania German fam ily might have had within their home. 
The installation at Dewees Museum focuses on Pennsyl ania German decorative 
arts and encompasses a wide variety of media, includ ing fraktur, redware pottery, 
and toleware. 

Fol lowing the reception, tours of the Muhlenberg House and the Dewees 
Museum were conducted, with docents avai lable to guide the v isitors and interpret 
the col lection. Catalogs were provided deta il ing each item . More than t\\ O hun
dred eighteenth-century furn iture and art objects were selected from the Berman 
Museum to supplement the Historical Society collection that includes Muhlenberg 

fami ly pieces as well as 
other eighteenth-century 
local pieces. The exhibit 
reflects the l ifestyle of that 
period and the rich heritage 
of Trappe. Collegevi l le, 
and the Perkiomen Valley. 

Muhlenberg House is 
located at 20 1 W. Main 
Street and the Dewees 

Historical Society f\lembers and Friends of the Berman Museum at 3 0 1  W. Main 
Museum gather at reception prior to visit ing new exhibit. Street adjacent to the Route 

INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP: 2003 
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Name: _____ _ 

$ 1 0.00 

$2.00 

$ 1 5.00 

$ 1 00.00 

I Address: : ------

1 ---------------

I _______________ I 
I Tel No. _____________ I 
I I 
I Checks Payable to The Historical Society I 
I 1\-fa1/ to: Richard Holcombe I 
I P.O. Box 26806 I 
I 

Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0806 
I 

L _ _____ _ _ ____ _ _  _J 

(L to R) Jan Berry, Thelma Hess and Dr. Ivan Hess at 
reception. 

1 1 3 intersection, each within walk ing distance of 
the other. The exhibit is open to the public and 
wi l l  continue through December 1 4, 2003, with 
docents avai lab le  at both museums on Sundays 
from 1 :30 to 4 :00pm . Contributions are wel
comed and appreciated . 

Group tours are also available by contacting 
Dr. John Shetler at ( 6 1 0) 489-2624 or the office 
at Dewees Museum at (6 1 0) 489- 7560. •:• 

The Historical Society of Trappe, College\'1lle. Perl.. 1omen 
Val lev, Inc . 1s a Penns} lvania nonprofit corporatton, a 
501 (c)(3) exempt orgamzatmn under the U S  Internal Re,enue 
Code. and 1s registered with the Pennsylvania Department of 
State, Bureau of Chantable Organizations 

The official registration and financia l mformat1on of The 
Historical Society of Trappe, Col l egevi l le. Perkiomen Valley. 
Inc , may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of 
State by ca l l mg tol l-free, l\1thm Pcnnsyl\'anta. 1-
800-732-0999 Reg1stratton does not 1mpl' endorsement 

Contnbu11ons to The I l tstoncal Soc1et� of Trarpe Collcgc
v 1 l le, Perkiomen Valle> , Inc are tax deductible 10 the e:-.tent 
a l l ol\ed b) la\\ 
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Did You Remember Your 
2003 Membership Dues? 

lfyou are a Life Member and do not pay 
dues, we invite you to financially assist in 
our special projects. 
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Both Museums Open 
I :30 - 4 :00pm 

I !eritage Sunday 
Craft Demonstrations I :00 - 4 :30pm 
226th Anniversary of Continental Anny 
in Providence 
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Pastor Muhlenberg Visits 
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F L A G  D A Y  D I N N E R  
Saturday, June 14, 2002 

7 : 00 PM 

Moorehead Catering 
First A venue, Trappe 

Congressman James W. Gerlach 

Clip and mail  to:  Richard Holcombe 

P.O. Box 2 6806 
Trappe,  PA 1 9426-0806 

Rese rv a t i o n  F o r m  

Tel: 

Street 

c� z� 

-------

Please reserve places at $ 1 5  .00 each for a total of $ ____ _ 


