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Learn of Providence Township 
Before the White Man Walked the Land 

Plan to attend a series of three lectures to be held on May 
9th and June 6th by Henry Schuler of Reston, Virgin ia, 
a descendant of 1 8th century settlers and a member of 
the Historical Society. Learn how the transfer of land 
from Wil l iam Penn in 1 683 began the process of pur
chase and settlement of tracts of land in what came to be 
known as Providence. 

M ay 9th, 2 :00pm, Lecture No. 1 :  Pietism, Rosicru
cianism, Ph iladelphianism, Keithianism, and Saba
tarianism-A Layman' s  Review of a Tangled 
Rel igious History of the first Settlers of Providence 
Township in  the 1 7th and 1 8th Centuries. 

June 6th, 2 :00pm, Lecture No. 2: Upper Providence :  
Jacob Telner, Benjaman Furly, Abraham Op de 
graf-The l nspirers of Telner' s Townsh ip, F i rst 
Settlement of Upper Providence. 

June 6th, 3 : l 5pm, Lecture No. 3: Lower Provi
dence: George Keith, Henry Koster, Thomas Rutter, 
Edward Lane-The lnsp irers of Lane Township, 
F i rst Settlement of Lower Providence. 

The lectures w i l l  be held at the Dewees Museum, 3 0 1  W. 
Main Street in  Trappe. To al low all the docents to attend 
the lecture, the Henry M uhlenberg House wi l l  be closed 
on these dates. 

Refreshments wi l l  fol low the lectures and v isitors are 
invited to tour the Dewees Museum exhibits. Limited 
parking is  avai lable at the Dewees Museum, with add i
tional parking at the Henry Muhlenberg House and 
St. Luke's  Church .  •!• 

Hardworking Volunteers on Saturday, April 1 7th, 

Spring C lean-up Day (more photos on page 3)  

The President's Message . . .  

We are busily preparing for a very active schedule over the next 
couple of months. Hopefully, you ·will choose to be a part of the 
activities that are planned. 

First, we are currently pursuing our membership campaign 
and are counting on all of you to renew your memberships. We 
are hoping that a community mailing will bring us many new 
members. 

On April 1 7th, we held our first Spring Clean-up Day. The 
hands-on experience of helping to put our two sites in readiness 
for our visitors ·was very re·warding. This will be an annual 
event. 

April 25th was our Docent Orientation meeting. Please con
sider becoming a docent-for me it has become a learning 
experience with an opportunity to share my new knowledge with 

thefi-iendly visitors at Dewees Museum and Remy Muhlenberg 
House. 

Three presentations by Hemy Schuler, one on May 9th and 
two on June 6th (see article at left for details) offer a ·wealth of 
knowledge about the settling of our area. 

Because of the lecture series on June 6th the start of our 
Sunday openings will begin on June 13th, with new and 
interesting exhibits. 

Last. but not least, our Flag Day Dinner on June 14th will be 
held at the Gypsy Rose Restaurant, with Dr. Peter Muhlenberg. 
speaking on Muhlenberg Women. We 're looking forward to a 
great turnout at this historical inn as well as a wonderjitl meal. 

We can now be contacted via e-mail! Our address is 
THS708@aol. com. As always. I invite your thoughts and ideas 
and look forward to ·working with you . . . 

Myrna Knaide 
(61 0) 489-921 1  

Museums Open June 13th 
Based on the availabil ity of our lecturer on June 6th at the Dewees 
Museum, opening of the museums has been re-scheduled to start on 
Sunday, June 1 3th. On this date, and each Sunday thereafter through 
August, tours of the new exhibits wi l l  be led by docents from I : 30  to 
4 :00pm . 

There i s  no charge. but a donation of$2.00 per person per museum wi l l  
be apprec iated to help maintain these sites. 

The Visitor's Center at the Henry Muhlenberg House has books and 
interest ing items for sale .  Please take time to look around for an 
appropriate memento of your v is it. •!• 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1788 

May 9, Saturday. Cold weather, which 
threatens sickness and death for the fruit tree 
blossoms if the supreme Giver of al l  good 
gifts does not forfend. In the afternoon I 
conducted the funeral of the widow, Catharina 
Bradfort, preaching to the mourners in  
Augustus Church on John 9 : 1 -3,  coll ated with 
Luke 1 3 :  1 -5, Romans 1 1  :35, I Corinthians 4:7. 
Also had a visit from Joh. G[o]tz, who is 
staying in  the country whi le his fami ly i s  sti l l  
in Phi ladelphia. Visit from Mary Sw[aine] 
and Captain Bid[ding's] wife. Mary Sw[aine] 
brought me three pounds of herba nicotiana 
and one quart of liquor. 
May 11 ,  Monday. An early visit from a poor 
fugitive brother of our faith from German
town, who was present at our service yester
day. The poor people have been plundered by 
the British, driven out of house and home, and 
are wandering about the country in need and 
destitution. Visit from Army Chaplain M i ller. 
Paid £2 1 Os. To Valent[ in] Scherer for one 
hundred and twenty-five rails for the fence 
around the orchard . These could formerly be 
obtained for 7s. 6d. a hundred. In the after
noon had a visit from a fugitive brother of our 
faith whose family is sti l l  l iving near the city. 
He wanted to go down and see whether he 
could not bring them up into the country. 
Afterwards had a call from Mr. Bell ,  a captain 

from the camp, who brought me some writing 
paper, which I lack, from a good friend. I 
gave him a brief letter to take to P[ eter] 
M[iihlenberg]. In the evening a couple with 
whom we are acquainted came and asked for 
a night's lodging, which we could not refuse 
them as they were poor and unable to find 
room in the inn. I gave the woman a few l ines 
without a name to take to my daughter 
Margr[eth] in Philadelphia. I dare not write to 
Mr. K[untze], nor he to me, for he may not 
have correspondence \V ith so-called rebels on 
pain of punishment. 

Endowment Opportunity 
We im·ite you to establish an Endowment Fund 
that will address the future needs of the Society. 

A gift of cash or securities during one 's 

lifetime or a bequest by 11·ill continues long into 

the future. Forms can be prorided, but such a 
decision should be discussed ffith your allorney. 

If you have an i/1/erest, please call Myrna 

Knaide, President (61 0) :/89-921 1, or Dr. John 
Shetler, Museum Director (61 0) -189-2624. 

., 

About Our Board Members . . .  
As a way of getting to know our Board members, each will be highlighted in 
future newsletters. Their hard work and participation is for the most part 
unacknowl-edged, but without them the Society would be at a loss to function. 
Highlighted in this issue is our new president. Myrna Knaide. 

Knaide has resi ded i n  Col l egevi l le  for the past ten years, previously l iving i n  

Graterford for  over twenty years. She  served as Perkiomen Township Secretary 
1 974-77, as President of the Perkiomen Valley Chamber of Commerce 1 990-9 1 ,  
and as President of the United Fund of Col legevi l le-Trappe 1 995-96. She i s  the 
owner of M-K Computing Services which she started over 25 years ago. Her 

association with The Historical Society began as a member of the Muhlenberg 
Leadership Committee i n  1 997 and in 2000 she joi ned the Board of Directors. 
She and her husband were rec ip ients of the 2002 Marvin J. Lewis Service 

Award. 
Knaide views The Historical Society as an important community organi

zation, with one of its major goals being to increase awareness by encouraging 
residents to become participating members. "Most residents," she observed, "are 
interested in learning about the history of where they l ive, but don' t  really know 
how to find out about it easi ly .  By reading our newsletter, visiting our two 
historical sites, and attending our events, they can l earn about our heritage." 

Knaide is enjoying her new role  and looks forward to the opportunity of 

helping bring to fruition some long planned ideas and goals. 

Noteworthy . . . .  
New Exhibits . . . The Museum Comm ittee, under the direction of Dr. John 

Shetler, has provided new exhibits that should be of interest to al l .  The Hen ry 

M uhlen berg House wi l l  exhibit fam i ly artifacts that have been in storage, as wel l  

as some 1 8th century materia ls that wil l  i l lu strate day-to-day l ife during that 
period. A l im ited number of p ieces wi l l  remain on loan from the Pennsylvania 
German exhibit provided by the Berman Museum at Ursinus College in 2003 . The 
exhibit in the Andrew Miller Room of the Dewees Museum wi l l  offer many 

artifacts that have not been d isp layed for several years. This room is reserved for 
rotating artifacts that are on loan or have been donated . 

We n eed your help . . .  The Bed Jack (bed wrench) that was on exhibit  with the 

rope bed in the northeast bedroom ,  2nd floor of Muhlenberg House, has sti l l  not 
been found. This beautiful handmade bed j ack was made by Lloyd Ziegler and 

presented as a gift to the Society. If someone has borrowed it or m isplaced it, 

p lease let us know so it can be returned for safekeeping . . .  thank you. 

Improvements at Back Entrance 

Handrai ls  are being insta l l ed at the two sets of steps at the back 

entrance of the Dewees Museum.  Please he lp us to pay for the 

cost by using the gift coupon below. Thank you. 

, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 
C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T I for DEWEES BACK ENTRANCE HANDRAILS I 

I Enclosed is a check made payable to The H istorical Society 
I 
I In the Name of: 

I I n  l\lemory of: 

Street 

Cit) State Zip Tel. 
D $25 0 $50 0 $100 0 $500 O Other 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I Clip and l\Iail to: The H istorical Society P.O. Box 26708 Colle2eville PA 1 9426-0708 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



Dr. Peter Muhlenberg Speaks at Flag Day Dinner 
On Flag Day, Monday, June 1 4th, Dr. John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg wil l  speak 
on the topic of Muhlenberg Women. Dr. Muhlenberg is an 8th generation 
descendant of General Peter Muhlenberg. Most people know about the famous 
sons, but few know about the i l lustrious daughters, so this will be a rare treat. 

Dr. Muhlenberg i s  the most recent recipient of the Historical Society's  
Muhlenberg Leadersh ip  Award. He resides in Wyom issing, Pennsylvania, with 
his wife, Dorothy. He was formerly Chief of Pediatrics at Reading Medical 
Center. 

Study of the fami ly h istory has been one of Dr. Muhlenberg's interests. He 
has given presentations about Henry Melchior Muhlenberg and his  sons in  
Woodstock, Virginia, where Peter Muhlenberg established the 8th Virginia 
Regiment; in Lititz, Pennsylvania, at the Lutheran Retirement Center; and in 
Collegevi l le at the 200th anniversary of the dedication of the Perkiomen Bridge 
for which General Peter Muhlenberg chaired the lottery committee to raise 
money for its construction . Dr. Muhlenberg is a member of the Pennsylvania 
Chapter of the Order of the Cincinnati ,  an organization that brought together 
officers who served with and under General George Washington, General Peter 
one of its founders. 

The dinner wil l  be held at the Gypsy Rose restaurant. Please complete and 
mail the reservation fonn on page 4. •!• 

Spring Clean- Up Day 
On Saturday, April 1 7th, volunteers spent a beautiful Spring morning washing 
windows, moving ground p i les and rocks, weeding, rak ing leaves, and generally 
getting the sites ready for upcoming events. The volunteers deserve the thanks 
of al l  the members for their efforts on behalf of the Historical Society. 

The Historical Societ) of Trappe. Co llegev ille. Perkiomen Valley. Inc . is a Penns) lvania nonprofit 

corporation, a 501 (c)(3), exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Rei enue Code. and is registered 

w ith the Penns) lvania Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration 

and financial information may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1 -800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. Contributions are ta-.: deductible to the e:1.tent allo" ed by law. 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1  
I lNVIT A TION TO MEMBERSHIP: 2004 I 
I No Pc:rsans I 
I -- Life @ $ 1 00.00 I 
I -- Muhlenberg Im $50.00 I 
, �- - - I Dewees (ci) $25.00 I = I Schrack @ $ 1 5.00 I I 
I Regular @ $1 0.00 I 
I Student @ $2.00 I 
I I 
I Name: I 
I Address: I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I Tel No. I 
I e-mail address: I 
I Checks Payable to The Historical Society I 
I Mail to. Richard Holcombe 

I 
I I P.O. Box 26806 
I Collegeville. PA 1 9426-0806 I 
l - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  

Membership Renewal Reminder 

I f  you haven' t  yet renewed your membership, 
please do so to continue e njoying the benefits 

of membershi p, includ ing this newsletter. 

Thanks for renew i ng-i n vite a friend or neighbor 
to join as wel l !  

C A L E N D A · R 2004 

Museum Lecture Series: Henry Schuler 
May 9 Dewees Museum - 2 :00pm 

Refreshments - Tour of Dewees 
June 6 Dewees Museum - 2:00pm and 3 :  1 5pm 

Refreshments at 2 :45pm 

June 1 3  Both Museums Open every Sunday 
through August 1 :30pm to 4 :00pm 
(Closed July 4 and September 5) 

June 1 4  Flag Day Dinner - 7:00pm 
Gypsy Rose Restaurant 
Dr. John Peter Muhlenberg, Speaker 

Group Tours by Appointment 
(4-person min imum). Call Museum 
Director, Dr. John C.  Shetler 
(6 1 0) 489-2624 

Henn· Muhlenbero House 
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FLA G D AY D I N N E R  
Monday, June 14,  2004 

7:00 PM 

Gypsy Rose Restau rant 
Route 1 13 505 Bridge Road Collegeville 

Speaker: John Peter Gabriel Muhlen berg, M.D. 
"Muhlenberg Women" 

Clip and mai l  to: Richard Holcombe 
P.O. Box 26806 Trappe, PA 1 9426-0806 

R e s e r v a t i o n  F o r m  

Name: Tel : -------

Address: 

Members: $23.00 per person Non-Members: $28.00 per person 

Please select entree: Stuffed Chicken Breast 

Fresh Fish of the Day 

# 
# 

---

---

Total : 

$ __ _ 

$ __ _ 

$ ___ _ 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PA I D  

COLLEGEVILLE PA 

1 9426 

PERMIT NO. 9 

MAY 2004 NEWSLETTER 
Please, Do Not Delay! 

Wish li.st . . .  
Our budget i s  l imited, but our needs are many. 

If you can provide any of the following items, 
The Historical Society would be most grateful !  

D Small (Counter) Refrigerator for 
Dewees Kitchen 

D Window Air  Conditioning Units for 
Dewees M useum 

D Gun Case for Mi l itary Artifacts at 
Dewees M useum 

D Flashl ights for Docent's Use 

G ive us a cal l at (6 1 0) 489-7560 to discuss any 
item(s) you may wish to donate to assure that it i s  
a n  appropriate match fo r  our needs. 

If  you prefer to contribute the amount of an item 
l i sted above, we wi l l  research the cost and advise 
you . 

. . .  Thank you for your help! 


