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Last Stage of the First Stove 
Architect Christina Carter and Director of 
Museums Dr. John Shetler inspected the fin
ished patterns for the first stove at the W. D.  
Pattern Co .  on 4th A venue in Trappe. The 
work is exceptional and the worn areas of the 
original plates have been enhanced so that all 
the dates and words will be very clear. Warren 
Mangon of the pattern company has taken the 
patterns to the Unicast Foundry of Boyertown. 

The casting schedule is very tight. As yet we 
do not have a final date. When the plates are 

cast they will need to be 
finished to remove any 
extraneous metal, and all 
the edges will need to be 
checked to assure the 
assembly will be correct. 
A finish will be applied to 
give the exterior the ap

pearance of plates that have been in use rather 
than a recently cast appearance .  

The architect i s  currently seeking a mason 
with the necessary experience to construct the 
stonework for the flue connections and the 
daubing in of the stove. The date will be either 
in December or early in the new year. The next 
issue of The Chronicle will announce the date 
and the activities relating to the dedication. 

The generosity of our members and friends 
has made it possible to announce that present 
contributions of $9,000 may be enough for 
completion of the stove. Any further contribu
tions will be applied to the daubing into the 
back of the fireplace on the east side of the first 
floor of the Henry Muhlenberg House and any 
other architectural costs. We have not yet been 
given the cost of the masonry work. If any 
funds remain they will be used toward the 
dedication program. 

The second stove will be designed and cast 
early in the year 2002, which is the 260th 
anniversary of Pastor Henry Melchior Muhlen
berg' s arrival in the new world and the Village 
of Trappe. A matching donor generously has 
pledged to pay the cost of the second stove for 
the southwest first floor room. •!• 

The President' s Message 

Dear Friends, 

The recent serious attacks upon our nation have left each of us 

numb. The very freedom we celebrate and our democratic 

principles have been wounded but not defeated. 

The Historical Society grieves for those who lost lives and 

prays for the families left behind and all the courageous rescue 

workers. We pray for our nation, its armed forces, and our 

President. God bless our native land. 

There are several other items which I would like to share with 
you: 

1. The Five-Plate Stove patterns are now complete. We 

have reached the goal. Dedication is planned for December or 
early in the new year. 

2. The Community Fund Raising mailing did not reach the 
level we had hopedfor. lnfact, we lost money on the campaign. 
We need your support. I know all of you are helping the various 
Disaster Funds, but please don 't forget The Historical Society. 
Your contributions keep us afloat. 

3. Our next major event will be our Armistice Day Dinner, 

Sunday, November 11th at 7:00pm at Mooreheads. Our speaker 

will be Dr. Stephen K. Williams and his topic will be "The Steam 

Engine. " We need your support by attending. I look forward to 
your presence. 

I send my warmest personal regards to all the members of the 
Society. 

Sincerely. 

Dr. Herbert H Michel, 
President 

I • 

Dr. Williams to Speak at Armistice Day Dinner 
The 37th Annual Veterans Day Dinner will be Sunday, November 1 1 th at 
7:00pm at Mooreheads Catering Service, First Avenue, Trappe. This is the 
83rd Anniversary of the Armistice ending the First World War in 1 9 1 8 . 

There are always a number of important acts during this meeting. We 
remember the men and women who served in all the wars of our nation. A 
memorial prayer lifts to God the names of members of the Society who have 
died since last November 1 1 th and expressed confidence in the gift of ever
lasting life. This year we shall say thanks with a Certificate of Appreciation 
to the docents who interpreted the heritage to the Sunday visitors and also 

(continued on page 2) 



From The Journals of 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1 780 

7\/ovember 7, Tuesday. A Reformed neighbor 
orought me two bushels of rye as a present 
because I had given him a half-ounce of essence 
:>f spleen several years ago. 
7\/ovember 9, Thursday. I wrote a half-sheet to 
Pastor Schultze. Also visited the still very sick 
;!lder, Chr[istian] Schr[ack]; spoke and prayed 
with him. Also received a letter from my 
daughter in Philadelphia [MS: Mrs. Kuntze], 
dated November 8, a.c. , together with a yard of 
linen for which she advanced 60 Contin[ental] 
dollars. She received my letters of October 28-
29 and November 6, a.c. She sent some sweet 
potatoes to Polly. 

H. M[ilhlenberg] gave his mother (a) in 
August, a.c. , 1 guinea, (b) in October, a.c. , 200 
Continental dollars, and (c) previously a loan 
office ticket for 400 Continental dollars, dated 
October, 1 778. In August, a.c. , the exchange 
was 60 Continental dollars for 1 silver dollar. 
At 4 silver dollars and 4s., 1 guinea amounts in 
exchange to 27 1 Continental dollars. Accord
ingly Mama has received to date from her son a 
total of 471  Cont[inental] dollars and a ticket of 
the loan office for 400 Cont[intental] dollars. 
Spoke with Neighbor Ried. Our womenfolk are 
making candles and have also ironed the 
laundry. 
November 10, Friday. In the afternoon I was 
summoned to Chr[istian] Schr[ack] and found 
him in the agony of death, but still fully con-
5cious. I prayed with and for him, and since his 
family and neighbors were present we also sang 
mme stanzas of powerful, heart-strengthening 
hymns. [MS: In the evening Mary Sw[aine] and 
Miss [Catherine] Gr[af] were again called to 
Mr. Schrack's. They returned at eight o'clock 
md reported that he had died at six o'clock. The 
weather is clear and cold. Mrs. Diehl brought a 
:>ot of soup, and Mama lent her 1 00 
'.:'ontinent[al] dollars, which makes £37 1 0s. In  
·eturn for this Mrs. Diehl wi l l  give us something 
for our household. Consequently I again owe 
\1ama 1 40 dollars. 

Scheduled Tour Groups 

fours for both Henry Muhlenberg House and the 
Dewees Museum must be scheduled in advance. A 
mggested contribution of $2.00 per person per 
nuseum is encouraged to help with museum main
'enance costs-although larger contributions are 
welcomed. Docents, officers, and committee persons 
lre volunteers, so your gifts go directly to the work of 
'he museums. 
For reservations, please call the Museum Director/ 
flistorian, Dr. John Shetler (610-489-2624). 

Armistice Day Dinner (continuedfrom page I) 

to those who guided the groups and organizations visiting the museums. The speaker 
is selected to speak about historic events, persons, occupations, or inventions. 

Your Society has been running under full steam with a very busy year. Our 
speaker, Dr. Stephen K. Will iams, wil l  tel l  ofa phase of his family 's l ife that is little 
known to the general public but is very important to the development of America's 
adventurous spirit of invention. Dr. Williams continues the spirit of his father with 
the development of a steam powered automobile  engine. Presently, the engine is  
being tested at Lehigh University. This is especially significant at a time ofnational 
crisis in the Mideast oil producing nations. 

For many years Dr. Williams practiced medicine at 360 W. Main Street in Trappe, 
which was the site of the inn known as the Duke of Cumberland during the 1 700s. 
His office was located in the building that had once housed the Prizer School which 
later was located in Washington Hall. 

The meeting is open to the publ ic. We hope you wil l  invite residents of the Perki
omen Valley who are not members of The Historical Society to this very interesting 
evening to learn more of the heritage that makes this a great place to l ive in a great 
nation. The President, Dr. Herbert H. Michel, will conduct the meeting. The cost of 
the dinner is $ 1 6.00 per person. Please return the reservation form on page 4. •!• 

Use Full Nanie for Muhlenberg House 
With the beginning of the effort to save and restore the Frederick Muhlenberg 

House, located directly across the street from the Trappe Shopping Center, i t  
becomes necessary to use the full name of the house owned by The Historical 
Society. Persons unfamil iar with the two houses are becoming confused. 

Therefore, when you are referring in conversation or  in  print, p lease refer to 
the house of the Muhlenberg p arents as the Henry Muhlenberg or  the Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg House. •:• 

Muhlenberg Shed Repair 
The Board of Directors authorized the repair of the cement block building on the 
Henry Muhlenberg property and contracted with Halteman Brothers to do the work. 
Cornices and window frames were repaired, window sashes were replaced, and all 
were painted. Pointing of areas of the early 20th century beveled edge block walls 
was done. The total cost was $5,000. We invite our members to join in paying for 
this important work. If  you have put off your 2001 contribution, this is  a good time 
and good purpose for making it. We encourage the use of the gift certificate below. 

The shed has been renamed to denote its purpose. The west end of the renewed 
building is the Archive Workshop. The east end is The Tool and Farm I mplement 
Building, which will open for vis itation in 2002. We hope to receive craft equipment 
which can be used on Heritage Weekends. If y ou can supply or can locate random 
width barn boards that can be used in exhibi areas in The Tool and Implement 
Building, please notify the Pr�sident or the D1rc:ctor of Museums. •!• 
, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,  
I C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T  

rff' 
I 

I THE TOOL A l' D  FARM IMPLEMENT BUILDING I : Enclosed is a check made payable to The Historical Society: : 
I In the Name of: I 
I In Memory of: I 
I Street I 
I I .  
I City State Zip Tel. I 
I D $25 D $50 D S lOO D $500 D $1,000 D Other I 
I I 
L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  



Necrology for November 11th Meeting 
Our records indicate that the following members have died since last Annistice Day 
2000. They will be memorialized at the Armistice Day meeting. If you know of any 
persons whose names have been missed, please call the Historian, Dr. John Shetler, 
at 6 1 0-489-2624 by October 30th, so they may be included in the printed program 
for the evening. 

Kathryn Bechtel 
Philip Giovinco 
Dolores (Groke) Hess 
John J. Nolan, III 

Mrs. George Poorman 
Virginia E. (Boyer) Snyder 
Charles R. Steitz, Jr. 

The Society is grateful for the manner in which each one participated in the 
program and work in behalf of our common heritage. May each one be blessed in 
the communion of saints. •:• 

Appreciation for Docents 
The Summer of200 1 was a very successful time for The Historical Society with the 
Dewees Tavern and the Henry Muhlenberg House both drawing more than the usual 
number of visitors on Sunday afternoons. The backbone of this success was the 
efforts of the 30 docents (listed below) who so generously lent their time to this 
effort. We owe them our thanks now and will be doing so in a special way at the 
Society's dinner on November 1 l th. 

Jeanne Berry 
Connie Poley 
Dr. Charlotte Witmer 
Larry DiPiano 
Evan Snyder 
Weir Shankel 
Jo Ann Hunsicker 
Marjorie Krug 
James Kelly 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gardner 
Joyce Haas 
Anna Marie Black 
Patricia Mancuso 
Elizabeth Levengood 

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Hess, Jr. 
Phyllis Parsons 
Rev. Dr. Herbert H. Michel 
Lilly Deng 
Rev. Thomas Young 
Anne Lachenmayer 
Virginia Weicheld 
Richard Allebach 
Myma Knaide 
Dr. and Mrs. Ivan Hess 
Richard Clapper 
Stacey Ziegler 
Edith Ashenfelter 
Maureen Ruggiero, Chairperson 

Appreciation for Museum Committee 
The care of each museum in the Dewees House and the Henry Muhlenberg House 
is provided by the members of the Museum Committee, listed below. This includes 
not only arranging exhibits but also cleaning the rooms, washing curtains, making 
minor repairs, and providing any physical work that needs to be done. In addition, 
they have assisted with interpretation and host and hostess work at special museum 
openings or group tours. 

The Rev. Robert Meschke 
Mrs. Marie Shetler 
Rev. Thomas G. Young 

Mrs. Esther Ziegler 
Lloyd Ziegler 

Persons who would like to assist in this work should speak to the Director of 
Museums, Dr. John Shetler. 

Each person in these two above groups will receive a Certificate of Appreciation 
for their voluntary service. •:• 

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, a 
50 l(cX3), exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered with the Pennsylvania 
Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. 

The official registration and financial information ofThe Historical Society ofTrappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, 
Inc., may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-
0999. Registration docs not imply endorsement. 

Contributions to The Historical Society oITrappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc arc tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law. 

INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP: 2002 : 
1 -- Regu lar 

I Student 1 --
1 -- Schrack 

1 -- Life 

I 

@ 

@ 

@ 

$ 10.00 

$2.00 

$1 5.00 

@ $ 100.00 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I Name: I 
I ����������� I 
I Address::  I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I Tel No. ------------- 1 
I I 
I Checks Payable lo: The Historical Society I 
I Mail to: Richard Holcombe I 
I P.O. Box 26806 I 
I Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0806 I 
L _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _J 

Muhlenberg Leadership 
Committee Events 

A Youth Leadership Conference will address 
Principles of Leadership on November 7th at 
9:00am at Augustus Lutheran Church in Trappe. 
High school students from Perkiomen Valley, 
Methacton, Spring Ford, Pottstown, Pottsgrove, 
and St. Pius will participate (five from each 
school). Speakers include Dr. John C. Shetler, 
Director/Historian, Dr. Carole Spahr, former 
Superintendent of the Perkiomen Valley School 
District; and Captain Russell Schultz, Vice 
President, Freedoms Foundation, a retired U.S. 
Navy pilot. 

On November 1 0th, an Adult Community 
Leadership Conference will be held from 9:00-
1 1  :OOam at Pfahler Hall of Science, Ursinus 
College. Guest speaker will be Dr. Roger Landry 
of All Ways Healthy, located in Dallas, Pennsyl
vania. Dr. Landry's motivational presentation will 
address the topic "Moral Issues of Leadership," 
focusing on leadership roles in local government, 
fraternal and volunteer service organizations, 
school districts, and churches. The public is in
vited and members are encouraged to attend. 
Light refreshments will  be served. There is no 
charge but reservations are required by November 
5th by calling 6 1 0-489-7560. 

Members of the Muhlenberg Leadership 
Committee include Dr. U. Berkley Ellis, Chair
man, Dr. Ivan W. Hess, Myrna Knaide, 
Dr. Herbert H. Michel, Kenneth L. Schaefer, Dr. 
John C. Shetler, and Jo Ann C. Waddell. •:• 
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November Both Museums Open by Appointment 

November 1 1  7:00pm (Sunday) Annistice Day Dinner 
Moorehead Catering, Trappe 

December 2 

December 9 

I :30 - 4:00pm Both Museums Open 

I :30 - 4:00pm -
Muhlenberg House Open 

2:00 - 3 :00pm -
Pastor Muhlenberg Speaks 

3 :00 - 4:00pm -
Dewees Museum Open 

December 1 6  Museums Open by Appointment 
until Spring 2002 

Henry Muhlenberg House Dewees Museum 
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NOVEMBER 2001 NEWSLETTER 
Please, Do Not Delay! 

A R M I S T I C E  D A Y  D I N N E R 
November 1 1, 2001 • 7:00 PM 

Moorehead Catering • First Avenue, Trappe 

Speaker: Dr. Stephen K. Williams 

A Steam Engine/or Automobiles 

-An Answer to the Petroleum Problem 

Reservation Fo rm 

Tel: -------

Address:----------------------

Please reserve __ places at $16.00 each for a total of $ ___ _ 

(Checks payable to The Historical Society) 

Clip and Mail Form to: Richard Holcombe 
P.O. Box 26806 
Trappe, PA 19426-0806 


