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Thirty-Ninth Ann ual Meeting
On November

1 1 th, Veterans Day/

The President's Message

Armistice Day, we will hold our 39th
annual meeting. Be sure to make your
reservations by check or telephone call
to Richard A. Holcombe (see form on
page 4).

The meeting will be at

Moorehead' s, First Avenue, Trappe, at
7 :00pm. The cost is $ 1 5.00 per person,
which includes the meal and use of facilities.
The program will be of special interest to every
one because it will deal with a photographic history
of the Stone Bridges of Eastern Pennsylvania. The
Perkiomen Stone Bridge at Collegeville is one ofthe
important famous bridges of the state, for which
General Peter Muhlenberg was Finance Chairman
and Francis Swain, son-in-law ofPastor Muhlenberg,
was a committee member who signed the Lottery
Tickets ( 1 798-99).

The Pennsylvania Department of Highways is

making a study of these bridges and has employed
the firm of Skelly and Loy ofHarrisburg to make the
study. Dr. Douglas Dinsmore, Cultural Resource
Specialist, will make the visual presentation and
explain the priority system for maintenance and
restoration.

Recently, an introductory conference

was held at Montgomery Community College in Blue
B e l l for representatives of municipalities and his
torical societies. At that time, our Society Historian
attended and can h ighly recommend that all our

Dear Friends:
This past Summer wasfilled with many activities, tours,
andprograms in and around the Henry Muhlenberg House
and the Dewees Museum.
Heritage Sunday was a great success with re-enactors as
well as tours ofMuhlenberg House and Dewees Museum. I
believe we had one of the largest crowds ever.
Two major events are yet to take place this Fall and
December. The annual Veterans Day dinner and meeting
will be held on Tuesday, November 11th at 7:00pm at
Moorehead's Catering in Trappe. Our guest speaker will be
Dr. Douglas Dinsmore, who will present a program ofslides
on "Montgomery County Stone Arch Bridges. A delicious
dinner will be served, costing $15. 00, by Moorehead's. A
reservation form is provided on page 4. I urge all ofyou to
come and enjoy. During the evening, a briefmeeting will be
held to review the Nominating Committee 's report, followed
by an election ofnew officersfor the Board ofDirectors.
The second event will be in Decemberfeaturing Pastor
Muhlenberg and Dr. John Shetler in conversation. This will
be held at Dewees Museum. I refer you to the article below
for details.
Have a great Fall season. I send my warmest personal
regards.
Sincerely,
"

��

members should attend.

An invitation has been extended to Architects John

Dr. Herbert H Michel, '
President

Milner and Christina Carter to join us at our annual
dinner as honored guests. We hope you will join i n

,_.
'

expressing sincere appreciation fo r the time and
effort they have expended in behalfofThe Historical
Society. Their knowledge and experience have suc
cessfully guided us in fulfilling many ofour goals and
obj ectives.
Election of officers will also take place at thi s
annual meeting, along with any other business
presented. The slate of nominees recommended by
the Nominating Committee is listed on page 3.

•!•

Pastor Muhlenberg Visits Deceniber 7th
Once again, Pastor Muhlenberg has communicated with Historian
Shetler and has promised to visit in Trappe again on Sunday, December
7th at 2:00pm at the home of his nearest neighbor, Andrew Miller. This
house, later owned by the Dewees Family, is now 3 0 1 W. Main Street
in Trappe.
This year Pastor Muhlenberg will talk about the neighbors who were

Summary Treasurer's Report Enclosed
(See reference on page 3)

living in Trappe during his time. The present-day friends of Pastor
Muhlenberg are invited to attend.

•!•

Before there was a
Perkiomen Bridge
From The Journals of
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg
January 24, 1 778, Saturday.

I sent two
notes to two acquaintances some distance
away requesting some hay or straw. The
messenger, however, was unable to get
across the Perkiome because the stream is
full of ice which will neither hold nor break.
Afterward had some straw fetched by two
men from four miles away; paid to both 7s.
6d. for wages. Mr. Peterman brought some
meat as a present. At the beginning of the
week Mr. Scherrer sent me a half-cord of
firewood as a present.
January 24, 1779. Since noon a deep snow

has fallen. Today a neighbor's servant boy
was sent with a horse to fetch flour from the
mill. The horse returned, but not the boy;
presumably he was drowned in the swollen
Perkiome River. The river continues to
snatch away one after another.
.February 2, 1781, Friday. It rained hard
the whole night and still continues. In the
afternoon I had a visit from a neighbor who
had all sorts of things to relate. My wife
was with us and, feeling some symptoms of
her illness, she went out into the kitchen . A
kettle of red beets was hanging over the fire
cooking, and she sat down on a small bench
near it. Just then she was seized with a
paroxismus epil[epticus] and she fell into
the boiling pot with her left hand, breast,
shoulder, right arm, neck, and half of her
face. Immediately afterward she came back
where I was, trembling, shivering, and wet.
I was horrified and called our children at
once. We put her to bed, and after she had
regained consciousness she felt unspeakable
pain from the bums she had suffered in the
places aforementioned. My daughter, Mrs.
Sw[aine], hastily ground up some potatoes,
soaked them in sweet oil, and made poultices
in hope of killing the burn. We .also sent a
neighbor seven miles to fetch a well-known
English doctor. The neighbor came back
late without having accomplished his
purpose because he had not been able to get
across the swollen Perkiome River.

Both Museums Open
Dece1nber 7th and 14th
This will be the last opportunity to see the
entire Pennsylvania German Exhibit from the
Bennan Museum of Ursinus College at the
Henry Muhlenberg House. Hours will be 1 :30
to 4 :00pm.
The Dewees Museum will also be open

•!•

from 1 :30 to 4:00pm.

New Endow1nent Gift
The Permanent Endowment Fund announced
in the September Chronicle has received its
first gift. Through the interest ofour architect,
Christina Carter, Mr. Bernie Bogotuik of Muhlenberg House Kitchen
Photograph by Jim Roese
Quakertown lent to the Society the original
plates of the five-plate stove discovered in a
fireplace in his home. These were used to make the patterns for the Hand to the
Plow Stove which now is in the Henry Muhlenberg House.
This act b egan a �elation �hip with the Historical Society, and in appreciation
.
Mr. Bogotmk has given a gift to the Society of $ 1 ,000. The Board of Directors
has approved pla�in � this in the Permanent Endowment for Society Work. This
means that the prmcipal a?1ount cannot be spent. The income ofthe gift can be
used for purposes determmed by the Board ofDirectors. This new endowment

account can now be opened.
At the Annual Dinner meeting, President Michel will introduce the Endow
ment Concept to the members and spe:!k on how important this is for the future
of the Society.
.•.
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Your Help is Still Needed
The on-grade walk at the west end of the Dewees
Museum is due for completion this Fall. We also need
to create two short ramps for two doorways in the west - .
end of the Dewees Museum.

The cost is �ignificant and your dollars will help. Please use the gift
.
certificate
provided below. The names of donors will be included in the
reco�ition booklet when the work is completed. We appreciate your help in
makmg our museums accessible to everyone.
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G I F T

for DEWEES
NEW ENTRANCE WALK AND INTERIOR RAMPS

DUE FOR COMPLETION TffiS FALL

Enclosed is a check made payable to The Historical Society.

Name of:
I
I In Memory of:
I
I
I
City
I
I
D $25
D $50
D $100
I
Clip and Mail to: The Historical Socidy
- ---L----

:

In the

-

-

-

Street

State

D $500

Zip

P.O. Box 26708
----

I
I
I
I

T�

D $1 ,000

D Other

-----�

Collegeville PA 1 9426-0708

-

-

-

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Plan for Year-End Givingfor Our Heritage
In these troubled days, we are aware more than ever how important our
heritage from the days of the founding of our nation is to this and coming
generations. Knowing the heritage gives us a strong moral foundation on
which to build our lives for the generations to come.
Your gifts will help to care for the artifacts we receive as well as to
conserve them. Each year the guide materials for docents must be revised.
Additional shelving must be installed.

Buildings must be kept in repair.

Membership fees and admission contributions are not sufficient to provide for
the care that we need to give. All of our Board Members, docents, and work
committee members are volunteers. We shall be grateful for the blessings of
••

!

your gifts.

Election of Officers

-

2004

The Nominating Committee of The Historical Society of Trappe recommends
the following slate of officers be presented to the Society for election to full
terms of office at its Annual Meeting on November 1 1 , 2003 :
President:
First Vice President:
Second Vice President:
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Treasurer:
Historian:
Chaplain:

Myrna Knaide
Robert A. Meschke
The Rev. Judith A. Meier
Ruth T. Daller
Anna F. Schrack
Phyllis V. Parsons
Dr. John C. Shetler
The Rev. William A. Fluck

Pennsylvania Folklife Magazines For Sale
Sixty-five different issues of this out-of-print magazine that describe many

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Address:

TeJ No.

at the Society Office located in the Dewees Museum on Tuesdays or
Thursdays, from 9:00am to 1 2 :00 noon.

••
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Checks Payable to:

The Historical Society
Richard Holcombe
P.O. Box 26806

Mail to:

Group Tours

•

Tours for Henry Muhlenberg House and

•

A minimum of four persons is required.

Dewees Museum must be sd1eduled in advance.

•

A contribution of $2.00 per person per museum

•

For reservations, call Dr. John C. Shetler,

different aspects of past history have been shared with The Historical Society
by the Berman Museum. They are for sale at $4.00 each. You may buy them

-�����

is suggested to help with maintenance costs
and the work of the museums.
Museum Director/Historian (61 0-489-2624)

Housekeeping Gifts
The Museum Committee does cleaning, minor repairing, and restoration work
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in the museums. When you have bed sheets that you no longer use, the com
mittee would appreciate them as gifts. When window curtains are removed to
be washed, such sheets can be used to cover the windows until the washing is
completed.

Nov 1 1

Veterans Day Dinner
Pennsylvania Stone Bridges
Moorehead's Catering 7:00pm

Dec 7

Both Museums Open I :30-4:00pm
Visit by Pastor Muhlenberg to
Dewees Museum

Dec 1 4

Both Museums Open 1 :30-4:00pm

Dec 1 4

Tours by Appointment
to May 30, 2004
(4-person m inimum)

Covering the windows provides security and keeps the traffic

shadows from setting off the alarm sensors.

••
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Summary Treasurer's Report
Society Treasurer Phyllis V. Parsons and Bookkeeper Richard A. Holcombe
have prepared a summary from the 2002 financial report, which is included in
this issue of The Chronicle. Please note that for the first time you can see the
capital worth of the Society in terms ofits property. If you have questions, you
may direct them to Phyllis Parsons or Richard Holcombe.

••
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The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania nonprofit
corporation, a

501 (c)(3) exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered

with the Pennsylvania Department ofState, Bureau of Charitable Organizations.

The official registration and.financial information of The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville,
Perlaomen Valley, Inc., may be obtainedfrom the Pennsylvania Department ofState by calling to/I-free,
within Pennsylvania,

1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Contributions to The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville. Perkiomen Valley. Inc. are tax
deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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Dewees Museum
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Board ofDirectors
Dr. Herbert H. Michel, President
The Rev. Robert A. Meschke, Vice President
Phyllis V. Parsons, Treasurer
Ruth T. Daller, Secretary
Dr. Charlotte M. Witmer, Secretary Emeritus
Anna F. Schrack, Corresponding Secretary
Dr. John C. Shetler, Museum Director/Historian
The Rev. William Fluck, Chaplain
The Rev. Robert E. Home, Chaplain Emeritus
The Rev. Thomas Young, Past President
Lawrence G. DiPiano
Dr. U. Berkley Ellis
Ivan W. Hess, M.D.
Richard A Holcombe
Myma Knaide
Raymond Spaid

Dr. John

C.

S h etler, Editor

Myrna Knaide, M anaging Ed itor
M-K Computing Services
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Please, Do Not Delay!

Write to the Editor at:

300 W. 3 r d Avenue

Trappe, PA 1 9 426-2226

6 1 0-489-2624
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Reservation Form

-
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Please reserve ___ places at $ 1 5 .00 per person for a total of $

-

-

-

____

Name:

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

(Checks payable to The Trappe Historical Society)

Tel:

Address:

Clip and Mail to:

Richard A. Holcombe

P.O. Box 26806

-

Trappe PA

1 9426-0806

(610) 489-7266

