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Ann ual Veterans Day Din n er

On Friday, November I 1 th, The H istorical
Society of Trappe, Collegevi lle, Perkiomen
Valley w i l l hold its 4 1 st Veterans Day
D inner. Jt will be held at Caroline T.
Moorehead Catering on F i rst Avenue in
Trappe starting promptly at 7 :00 P.M.
William Troppman w i l l be our guest
speaker. Troppman i s an interpretive park ranger at
Valley Forge National H istorical Park presenting talks
and tours that help v isitors understand the extraordinary
risks and struggles taken by our ancestors in order to
gain our country's independence. He w ill highl ight
General Peter Muhlenberg and his contribution to the
freedoms we enjoy today.
Reports from our Adm inistrative Advisor and our
H istorian will be presented, and officers for the
upcoming two-year term will be elected by the
m embership as wel l .
Details are included i n the reservation form provided
on page 4 of thi s newsletter.
Please join with the
membership of the Society in making this annual event
a great success!
•!•

Restoration Exhibit Room in Planning
Stages at Henry Muhlenberg House
Architects John Milner and Christina Carter will soon
m eet with the Museum Committee to take the first steps
toward completion of a Restoration Exhibit Room that
will be located on the second floor (southwest room) of
the Henry Muhlenberg House.
"When the Muhlenberg House was nearing com
pletion, the decision was m ade to have the second floor
southwest room be the Restoration Exhibit Room . U ntil
this time money was not available," recall s Historian,
Dr. John C. Shetler. A recent grant of$20,000 from The
Arcadia Foundation will now make this plan a reality.
It was noted further by Shetler that Mari lyn
Steinbright, President ofThe Arcadia Foundation, during
earlier years taught school in Trappe in the bui lding that
is now Borough Hal l . Her great-grandfather, a Civil War
Veteran, is buried in St. Luke's Reformed Cemetery.
The grant will establish a permanent exhibit room at
the Henry Muhlenberg House that will describe the res
toration and incorporate original 1 8th century portions of
wood trim, hardware, paint studies, and design. Display
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From the President . . .

I am lookingforward to seeing you all at the upcoming Veterans
Day Dinner on November 1 I th. Dona McDermott, our Administrative
Advisor, has located a ve1y interesting speaker, officers for the
upcoming term will be elected, and an excellent dinner will be enjoyed
by all.
Our October 29th bus trip will be reported in the next edition of
The Chronicle. Watch for news about another upcoming trip in the
Spring, thanks to the efforts and enthusiasm ofPat Mancuso and Anna
Marie Black of our Program Committee.
Please check the Calendar of upcoming events (page 4) and plan
to visit our two sites at our December openings. Especially note
lrorthy is the dedication of the Muhlenberg Family Bible (see article
on page 1).
1Ve really are in need of volunteers, so ifyou would like to help,
give us a call-you will be surprised at how many ways you can help
(visit our website for ideas-trappehistoricalsociety. org) !
Space does not allow in this issue to list all those who have
donated artifacts, responded to our ·wish list, or somehow rose above
and beyond what we could have expected or hopedfor. My sincere
thanks to all those dedicated and committed members.
As always, I invite your thoughts and ideas and lookforward to
hearingfrom you . . . .
Myrna Knaide
61 0-489-9211 THS708@aol.com

cases and direct wall mountings of unique structural elements will be
installed according to the specifications of the architect. V isual
descriptions will include photographs, paint samples, drawings, and
interpretive statements. This exhibit will offer interesting and informative
history as well as provide inspiration to those contemplating restoration
of their own h i storic properties.
It will be a pleasure to work once again with M i l ner and Carter whose
knowledge and experience continue to successfully guide the Society. •:•

Muhlenberg Family Bible
Dr. John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, a 7th generation descendant of
General Peter Muhlenberg and a supportive mem ber, has given to the
Historical Society the Muhlenberg Fam ily Bible that has come down
through his fam ily from the days of Pastor Henry Melch ior Muhlenberg.
The Bible is a German translation of Martin Luther, printed in
Nuremberg in 1 768. It is in excellent condition with beautifully engraved
pictures. For safety reasons the B ible w i l l be placed on exhibit on special
occasions. It will be dedicated at the Henry Muhlenberg House on
Sunday, December 4th at 2:00pm. By special arrangement, Pastor
•!•
Muhlenberg himself will return for the dedication.

From The Journals of
Henry M elchior M uh lenberg
1 780

November 8, Wednesday. Many visitors. A
man [MS: Caspar Rahn] brought me a smal l

piece of beef in gratitude for some home
medicine which J had given him last year and
which had done h i m some good. Another [MS :
the sick Mr. Christian Schrack] sent me some
[MS: three bushels of] buckwheat [t-.IS: through
his children] for servi ces rendered him. God's
all-gracious prov idence extends over us
unworthy ones too . [t-.IS: John G i nkiner again
announced his intention to be married next
Tuesday.]
November 9, Thursday. I wrote a half-sheet
to Pastor Schultze. Also visited the sti l l v ery
sick elder, Chr[istian] Schr[ack]; spoke and
prayed with him. A lso rece ived a letter from
my daughter in Ph i l adelphia [t-.IS: Mrs. Kuntze] ,
dated November 8, a. c . together with a y ard of
linen for which she advanced 60 Conli n[ ental]
dollars . She received my letters of October 2829 and November 6, a c. She sent some sweet
potatoes to Polly.
November 11, Saturday.
Very cold. I
meditated upon the morrow·s funeral sermon
and gathered together the obituary. Christian
Schrack was a son of the late Mr. Joh [ann]
Jacob Schrack and his wi fe, Eva Rosina, who
came to this country i n 1 7 1 7 with four chi ldren
and settled in the section called New Provi dence
at a time when it was still sparsely cultivated .
At first they built themselves a makeshi ft hut
and dug a cave beside it, in which they did their
cooking, and then established a shall shop and
inn for travelers.
(Once, when an English inhabitant stayed too
long in the cave, came home late, and had a row
with his wife, he made excuses and said that he
had been i n the Trap. From that time on the
section was called Trapp, and is known all over
America, so that one tells travelers how far they
have to go from Philadelphia to Trapp, or
Providence; such learned etymologies we have
here!)
.

N ecrology

At the annual meeting in November we w i l l
remember those w h o d ied during the year
si nce N ovember 2004.
At present we d o not have any names. I f
you know o f a m em ber who d ied, please cal l
Dr. John Shetler, Hi storian, at 6 1 0-489-2624
immediate ly so the name can be included in
the printed progra m .

A bo11t 011r Board Members . . .
Our newest board member, Stacey Swigart, grew u p in Phoenixvi l le, spending
lots of time in the region learning about local h istory. She went to the
Savannah Col lege of Art and Des ign where she earned a B FA in H i storic
Preservation/Art History.
She spent 1 1 years as the curator and later col lections director for the Valley
Forge H i storical Society and currently is the curator of col lections for the
P l ease Touch Museum in Phi ladelphia where she deals with col lection object
issues and serves as the historian for the Memorial Hal l project. (PTM is
m oving to M emorial Hall in Fairmount Park, the s ite of the 1 876 Centennial
Exhibition .)
Each job has required her to wear a variety of hats including col lections
management, education strategic planning, public relation s, and grant writing
-to name a few! As a past member ofthe Phoenixv i l le H i storic Architectural
Rev iew Board, Stacey organ ized and wrote the Certified Local Government
Appl ication for the Borough of Phoenixv i l le-al lowing them to be able to
apply for Comm onwealth grant funding. She has also been involved in a
number of local historic organizations. She currently serves on the board of
the Tri-State Coal ition of Historic Places.
We welcome Stacey and have already real ized the value of her wide
experience.

Museum Committee 2005-2006

The Museum Comm ittee is composed of volunteers who meet on the second
Wednesday of each m onth at 9 : 00am . Th is is a work comm ittee. They arrange
and care for exhibits and record accessions. They also clean floors, w indows,
sinks, and restrooms. They make and repair cases and artifacts. One of their
future tasks is restoration of garden and farm equipment in the implementation
build ing at the Henry Muhlenberg House. They provide information for the
docents regarding the history of the building and artifacts. The comm ittee also
works on other than m eeting days. Members include:
Rev. Robert Meschke, Chair
Rodney Bowers
Lee Litka
Rev . Judith Meier

Marie Shetler
Rev. John Shetler
Esther Ziegler
L l oyd Ziegler

We invite i nterested persons who are will ing to work to become members of the
comm ittee. P lease speak to the Chairperson or H i storian John Shetler. The
•:•
com m ittee is assi sted by our office secretary, Teresa Soffa.

Total Funding A chieved
through Generosity and Dedication
Thanks to a significant number of donors, our air condition ing project at the
Dewees M u seum is now fu l ly funded !
The Montgomery County Foundation granted us the first $ 1 ,000 of the $4,800
project, and several members contributed generously thereafter. It is worthy to
note that j ust when it seemed as though donations had j u st about ceased, Anna
Schrack-a member since the formation of the Society, always a diligent
volunteer, and until recently the Corresponding Secretary of the Board-stepped
up and provided the balance, even though she had already donated a substantial
amount to the project at the start !
Thank you so m uch, Anna. We are so fortunate to have members l ike you, who
val ue the heritage of our commun ity and are there for us when we need you! •:•

Century Club Plaque Dedicated
On

Heritage

Sunday,

September

1 8th, a

plaque honoring Century Club m em bers was
dedicated and is now on display in the Vis itors
,

Center.
The names of those who have completed
their comm itment are engraved on the plaque
as shown below. As mem bers complete their
comm itment, thei r names w i l l be added as
wel l . We are most grateful for the generosity
of our Century C l ub members.
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INVITATION TO MEM BERSHIP: 2005
I
I
Student
$ 1 0.00
0
I
Indi\ idual
$25.00
0
I
Fam
ii]
$50.00
0
I
Supporting
$ 1 00.00 - $249. 00
0
I
Patron
$250.00 - $499.00
0
I
Sustaining
$500.00 - $999.00
0
I
Benefactor
$ 1 000.00 and up
0
I
I
N ame :
I
I Address: -----! -----_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

Recognition of the Contribution
of the

!

Members of the

CENTURY CLUB

:

Founded in 1 989 to Support the Restoration
of the

The H istorical S oci ety

of Trappe. Collegevil le, Perkiomen Valley, I nc.

Traffic Planning & Design, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John Hughes*
Mr. and Mrs. Louis A . Krug*
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Lewis,

The Gorski Family

Ed and Bonnie Mullin

I van W. Hess, M . D . *

TR Insurance Group, Inc.*

Walter E. Daller, Jr. *

Phillip C. G i o v inco

Lilliput Foundation

L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �

Harleysvil le National Bank and Trust Company Phyllis V. Parsons*
H. Ober Hess. Esquire

Lawrence Sager, Esquire

Clay Hess

E11dowme11t Opportunity

Dr. and Mrs. John C. Shetler*

*In attendance or represented at the Heritage Day Dedication.

Message from tlt e A dministrative Advisor
Highlighting Our Collections:

.

.

.

.
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Tel No.

I e-mail address: -----\ Checks Payable to · The Historical Society
I
Richard Holcombe
.\fail to
I
P.O Bo:- 26708
College\ i l le. PA 1 9426-0708
I
I
Don 't forget to renew your membership
I
to help maintain our historic sites!
I

HENRY MELCHIOR MUH LENBERG HOUSE

The Rosen Fam ily

--------�

Dona McDermott

In the M uhlenberg House hangs a copy of a

painting, tho original of which now resides in the National Portrai t Gal lery i n
Washington, DC. I t is the portrait of Frederick Muhlenberg. The artist who
created the original was Joseph Wright, not to be confused with the English
artist known as J oseph Wright of Derby.

We invite you to establish an Endo11·ment Fund that
will address the future needs of the Society.
A gift ofcash or securities during one 's lifetime or
a bequest by 11"i// continues long into the future.
Forms can be proi·ided, but such a decision should
be discussed with your attorney.
Ifyou would like to learn more about this, please
call Dr. John C Shetler (61 0-489-2624) or Myrna
Knaide (61 0-489-92 1 1) .

Our Joseph Wright was born in Bordentown, New Jersey, in 1 75 6 . He was the
son of Patience Wright, who excelled in m odeling min iature heads in wax. I n
1 772 h e went to England with his parents, and there h e studied u nder Benj am i n
West a n d painted the Prince of Wales (later George IV).

Subsequently he

Election of Officers

-

2005

studied in Paris under the care of Benjam i n Franklin, and on h i s return to this

The Nominating Comm ittee of The Historical

country he narrowly escaped with his life from a shipwreck.

Soc iety of Trappe recommends the fol lowing

W ith letters of recommendation from Franklin he obtained a sitting from
General and Mrs. Washington.

In the autumn of 1 783 he painted a three

quarters length portrait of George Washington and later he made a m iniature

slate of officers be presented to the Society for
election to full terms of office at its Annual
Meeting on November 1 1 , 2 005 :

profile from l i fe . President Washington was so impressed by Wright's work that
he appoi nted Wright the fi rst draughtsman and die-sinker in the United States
m int. The first coins and m edals issued by the National government were most
l i kely his handiwork. Unfortunate ly. Wright' s l i fe would be a short one dying
in 1 793 in the C ity of Philadelphia.
The Historical Society of Trappe. Collegeville. Perkiomen Valley, Inc .. is a Pennsylvania non-profit
corporation. a 50 1 (c)(3). exempt organization under the U.S. I nternal Revenue Code. and is registered
with the Pennsylvania Department of State. Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration
and financial infonnation may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1 -800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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President:

To be determ ined

I st Vice President:
2nd V ice President:
Treasurer:

Robert A . Meschke
Rev . Judith A. Meier

Phy l l is V. Parsons

Recording Secretary:
H istorian :
Chaplain:

Ruth T. Daller

Rev. John C. Shetler
Rev. W i l l iam A. Fluck
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Board of Directors
Myrna Knaide, President
The Rev. Robert A. Meschke, /" Vice President
The Rev . Judith A. Meier, 2·0<1 Vice President
Phyllis V. Parsons, Treasurer
Ruth T. Dal ler, Secretary
Dr. John C. Shetl er. Historian
The Rev. William A. Fl uck, Chaplain
Dr. Herbert H. Michel, Past President
Lawrence G. DiPiano
Ivan W. Hess. M.D.
Richard A Holcombe
Raymond Spaid

Stacey A Swigart
Dona M . McDermott, Administrative Advisor
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Veterans Day Dinner
Friday, November 1 1 , 2005

Annual Veterans Day Dinner
M oorehead Catering

7:00pm

40 F irst Avenue

Speaker: William Troppman

Speaker:
December 4

William Troppman

Valley Forge National Historical Park

Dedication of Muhlenberg Family
Bible at Muhlenberg House 2 :00pm

December 1 1

" General Peter Mulhlenberg
-his Contribution to the Freedoms We Enjoy Today"

Both Museums Open I :30 - 4:00pm

Italian Wedding Soup
Chicken
Cranberry Sauce

(4-person minimum)

or Office 6 1 0-489-7560

Breast with Filling

Mashed Potatoes with G ravy

Group Tours by Appointment

Call Dr. John C. Shetler, Historian. 6 1 0-489-2624

Trappe

•

Interpretive Park Ranger

I :30 - 4:00pm

Both Museums Open

·

-

Green Beans Almondine

•

Cole Slaw

Apple Pie and Ice Cream

Deadline: November 4, 2005

Reservation Form

a
Address:
N m e:

- Rolls and Butter

- Coffee or Tea

------

Tel:

------

------

Members:

N

o

.

@ $25.00

ea

__

Non-Members:

No. @ $30.00

Total Amount of Enclosed Check: $"

ea

_
_
_

_
_
_
_
_

Henry Muhlenberg House

P.O. Box 26708 Trappe PA 1 9426-0708
For Information (610) 489-7266
Check payable to: The Historical Society

Mail to:
Dewees Museum·

Richard A. Holcombe

