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The Value of Volunteers
We sometimes take them for granted, but
when we remember all they do for the
Society, we are humbled by the time and
effort they spend on keeping our organization afloat—Board members, Chairs of
Committees and their Members, Tour Guides,
Office and Library Staff, and those who
answer the call when needed for special
events—each with their special talents and
skills. None are paid; all are Volunteers.
Sincere thanks to all of them!
We are in need of more Valuable
Volunteers. It is that time of year when terms
are expiring and new Board members and
Chairs are being sought for 2016. If you have
some time to donate your skills to the Society,
please let us know. And if you don’t know
what you might have to offer, please talk to
us so that you can be paired up with one of
the many tasks that need doing. We are
waiting for your call (610-489-7560).

____________________________

Upcoming Programs
On Sunday, October 25th we hope you will
join us for Tea at the Tavern at the Dewees
Museum from 1:30 to 4:00pm. The Rev.
Thomas Kochenderfer, our Chaplain, will
read and discuss excerpts from the Journals of
Henry Muhlenberg. You are invited to tour
the Dewees Museum following the readings.
On Sunday, November 15th at 2:00pm
we will have a very special Veterans Day
Program: The Military Room will be
dedicated to Raymond Spaid. All who knew
Ray knew him to be tireless in his efforts to
promote the Society. He spent much time
organizing and exhibiting its many artifacts,
from the Revolutionary War to the present,
and it is fitting that the Military Room bear a
visible mark of his name.
At this time, we will also hold our Annual
Meeting to elect our new Board members for
2016-17.
Sunday, December 6th is the date of our
Annual Candlelight Tour from 4:00 to
7:00pm at the Henry Muhlenberg House.
This year we will offer a self-guided tour to
start you off on the Holiday Season.
We look forward to welcoming you! 
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Dear Friends of the Society . . .
As we enter the last four months of 2015, I am
thinking about some of our “developmental
milestones” that gave our volunteers “headaches”
but eventually strengthened our physical plant and
our mission. Some of these were . . .
Repairs to our geothermal system
Installation of inner glass windows
Repairs to the face of the shed
Internet service at Muhlenberg House
Thermostat replacement
Replacement of our water pump at
Muhlenberg House
Plantings at Muhlenberg House and
flower beds at Dewees
New website and activity on Facebook
These improvements were possible because we
have more than 250 members who support us with
annual dues, donations, and volunteer hours. Also
helping is a strong Board of Directors who, in
addition to their already busy personal and
professional lives, have added our needs to their
daily plans.
Another milestone has been our developing
relationship with students in our community:
Ursinus and Albright College students completed
research projects, publications, and many volunteer
hours; Lisa Minardi brought her archeology school
students to tour Muhlenberg House again;
Perkiomen Valley students are contacted every year
at Career Day and are encouraged to use us as their
service community project. We value these relationships and thank all who participated.
Though the CEDC Garden Tour this year had
some rain, it still brought new visitors to
Muhlenberg House and a connection to Brandywine
Senior Living in Collegeville. Thank you, CEDC
staff.
And for the first time, this year we had a large
home school group with parents visit Muhlenberg
House. We hope they will come again to enhance
their history curriculum.
Finally, we look forward to spending time with
Frank Eld in September. As you might recall, he
was the shop teacher at Perkiomen Valley who
researched and directed the restoration of Dewees
Tavern (1974-76). He will review the restoration
and answer any questions you might have. When
we know the exact date and time, there will be an email blast and Facebook postings.
Thank you all for your support,
President

From The Journals of
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg
1743
March 14-16 . . . . In the week before Easter the gracious
God gave us a lot for the church in the center of the city.* It
is an excellent piece of ground, and has room also for a
graveyard. It cost somewhat more than £100 sterling; and if
we were to sell it now, we could get £20 sterling more than
we paid for it. The necessity of our undertaking, with the
help of God, to build a church in Philadelphia, is continually
growing more and more apparent. If it is not done, the time
would soon come when there would be no hope at all for our
little Lutheran group. On April 5 we laid the corner-stone of
the first German Lutheran church in Philadelphia. The
Swedish pastor from another place, who occasionally
conducts services in the Swedish church, which is now
vacant, was present. The English pastor also had intended to
be there, but an urgent call made it necessary for him to take
a trip into the country. There was an immense crowd of
people in attendance, foes as well as friends.
Since we are compelled to build, we must at the same time
show some consideration for those who are to come after us.
We have therefore adopted the following suitable dimensions: Length 70 feet, breadth 45, height 27, without the arch
which will be 9 feet. We also erected a steeple for a pair of
bells. The cost of the building is estimated to be at least £800
sterling. Our trust is in the living God. Building is a heavy
burden, especially when one is poor and beset by so many
enemies. By the grace of God, however, we have been
helped so far, despite the many obstacles, that, at the
beginning of June, the masons have completed almost one
story.
In Philadelphia the masons expect to finish the walls
within four weeks. The hand of the Lord is in the work. We
have not undertaken it in a spirit of rashness, but out of
urgent necessity. The English laws and the laws of the land
do not allow any sect or religious party to build churches
except those who belong to the English Church, and besides
them, the Lutherans. As we are permitted to build a church,

we must also erect a steeple for bells, and this will reach an
elevation of eighty-five feet. Our opponents have been
expecting that we would soon be cast into prison and put to
shame because we would not be able to pay for it.
The expense, estimated with the greatest care, will amount
of 5,500 rix-dollars, German money. In putting up such a
building for a congregation, the English workmen will not do
a tap of work until someone, either in writing or orally, has
made himself responsible for payment. Accordingly, four of
our deacons have agreed to obligate themselves for the
building. These men are by no means wealthy, but they are
men of sincere heart and they venture it upon God’s credit.
Our Lutheran brethren in the new town called Lancaster,
sixty miles from Philadelphia, have given us 100 rix-dollars,
German money.
In the midst of these troubles, the Lord has so graciously
prospered the work on the church in Philadelphia that it is
now under roof and the steeple has been erected. Surely the
gracious God ordained that it should be so; for, as the
Swedes now have their own pastor, they need their church
themselves and can no longer accommodate us, the shortness
of the days also forbidding it. As yet we have no sash in the
windows and the scaffolding is still standing inside; but we
have closed up the twenty-eight windows and three doors
with boards, and to my great joy, and that of many others, we
worshiped in it for the first time on October 20, the Twentyfifth Sunday after Trinity. Oh, God, what a blessing this is in
this strange, wild country! Our enemies have been hoping all
along that the four men who made themselves responsible for
the cost of the building would be cast into prison for debt
before the church has been thus far completed . . . .
*St. Michael’s in Philadelphia, now demolished.

Submitted by The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer
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Individual
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Supporting
Patron
Sustaining
Benefactor

$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00 - $249.00
$250.00 - $499.00
$500.00 - $999.00
$1000.00 and up
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___________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________
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*Please e-mail my newsletters and announcements G

Checks Payable to:
Mail to:

The Historical Society
Richard Holcombe
The Historical Society
P.O. Box 26708
Collegeville, PA 19426-0708

Please remember, your membership fees and donations
help to maintain our historical sites and provide for
programs and exhibits for the enjoyment and education
of those interested in our local history.
Your assistance is very much appreciated!

Trappe’s 300th Anniversary Celebration
Did you know that in 2017 we will be celebrating the 300th anniversary of Trappe?
Twenty enthusiastic and creative people have been
brainstorming at Dewees Tavern over the past few
months and have developed an impressive list of
ways we might celebrate our long and unique
history. Representatives from Borough Council,
historical societies, churches, and businesses have all
contributed their unique perspectives.
The Historical Society will also have several
special projects and events leading up to the
anniversary including a photo roundup and an oral
history project.
If you are interested in helping the Historical
Society prepare for the anniversary please contact us
directly (610-489-7560). If you would like to join a
community wide anniversary committee e-mail
Trappe300th@gmail.com.
Many people with a wide variety of talents are needed—please consider volunteering!



Eagle Scout Project
Eagle Scout candidate Cooper Martin, from Boy Scout Troop 113 in Trappe, has
chosen to refurbish the grounds and the root cellar behind Dewees Tavern as his
Eagle Scout project.
With guidance and assistance by Eric Hundertmark, a member of the Board of
Directors, the scope of the project included removing the pile of branches and other
debris from the yard behind the building and along Rt. 113, cleaning out the root
cellar and its stairwell, and building a shelf in the rear of the root cellar where
evidence indicates one was originally.
Cooper has also purchased an iron gate for the entrance
to the root cellar that will be installed soon. It will allow visitors to view the restored root
cellar but prevent unwanted access to the root cellar and the adjoining well. This project has
beautified our grounds, augmented the site’s historical character, and eliminated a significant
liability.
We thank Cooper and all the other scouts who helped him for their diligence and hard work, and for choosing to
benefit the Historical Society.


About Our Artifacts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Meschke, Chairman, Museum Committee
One of the earliest artifacts to be entrusted to us (by St. Luke’s Church) is also one of our largest. The Andrew Miller
House/Dewees Tavern serves us as a research library, office hub, gathering place for many of our events and, of course, the venue
for our ever-changing exhibits depicting the history of our community. Its closest neighbor in colonial times (as Pastor
Muhlenberg describes it) is the restored home of the Muhlenberg family. Like the Tavern, it has many of its own stories to tell
and things to see.
I mention this because it underscores the critically important role of our Tour Guides in assuring that the public has access
and the stories are told. I am proud to report that our faithful volunteers made it possible to have our buildings open every 2nd
and 4th Sunday from April through October with the exception of Memorial Day when we actually went onto the sidewalks to
welcome those gathered to watch the parade pass by.
On behalf of the many visitors who came to us during our “2015 Open House” days, as well as people on pre-arranged tours,
I want to thank our Tour Guides for all that you have given to enrich their understanding of our local history. Next time you’re
near a Visitors Log in Dewees Tavern or the Muhlenberg House, take a look at the address column and you’ll get some idea of
how far and wide your influence is spread.
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Calling all Carpenters
and Painters!
If you have time to volunteer your
help with our project of fixing the
face of the shed at the rear of
the Muhlenberg House,
please call the office at 610489-7560. Materials will be
provided.
. . . Thank You!

Tours at Dewees Museum and
the Henry Muhlenberg House
Our Sunday Guided Tours of our two historic sites will end after October. However,
Group Tours may be arranged by calling the office to make arrangements (610-4897560).

The Gift Shop
at the

Henry Muhlenberg House

New Displays!
New gift ideas!

We are not staffed on a daily basis, but we will make arrangements to be available
for you—with no obligation to purchase! Call 610.489.7560.
201 West Main Street in Trappe

