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Keystone Grant Received 
A news release from Senator 

Edwin G. Holl through The Inde
pendent of Collegeville and a letter 
from the Pennsylvania Historic and 
Museum Commission, Brent D. 
Glass, Executive Director and Ira F. 
Smith, ill, Chief Division of Grant 
Programs, brought to Dr. Ivan Hess 
the good news that the Commission 
approved a grant of One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars for the restoration 
of the interior of the Muhlenberg 
House. The Keystone Grant Pro
gram, funded by a bond issue, was 
approved by the general electorate 
in 1993 to restore state parks, 
conservation areas, and historic sites. 

President Ivan Hess, with the 
assistance of architects John Milner 
and Christine Carter and the Resto
ration Committee with approval of 
the Muhlenberg Committee and the 
Board of Directors, began the 
process in 1994 seeking a grant and 
renewed it in 1995. The Review 
Committee, composed of historians, 
architects, scholars, and government 
representatives, recommended re
cipients of grants to the Commis
sion who gave the final approval. 
There have been more than 200 
applicants each year. Senator Holl 
is a member of the Commission. 

The $100,000 grant must be 
matched by $100,000 in cash raised 
by the Historical Society and its 
Muhlenberg Committee. Dr. Hess 
reports that we are about half way 
toward our goal. We shall have to 
work hard to raise the additional 
amount. 

Here is how you may help: (1) use 
the gift certificate in this Trappe 
Chronicle, (2) make a year-end gift 
for tax purposes, (3) join the 
Century Club with a gift of $1,000 

continued on page 3 

The President's Message 

Good things are happening at the Muhlenberg House! 

By the middle of November, the Archeological work 
on the north and east sides of the house should be 
completed. 

Masonry work on the exterior of the house should be 
completed this Fall, including the window wells, cellar 
entrance, and front door. Hopefully, grading on the 
south and west sides will be completed this Fall. 

With the award of the $100,000 gant (Keystone 1995-
96), work will begin on the interior of the house this 
Winter. 

The Flea Market and Auction in September was very 
successful and plans are in motion for the next Flea and 
Market and Auction in 1996. I would like to thank all 
the volunteers who made this possible .  

Our annual dinner o n  November 11 ,  1995, will feature 
our Architect and Archeologist who will give us a 
progress report of what is being done. 

&IOUt ���'Ji 
Ivan W. Hess, M.D . 
President 

Annual Meeting Celebration 

This year's annual meeting will be 
a celebration of receiving the Key
stone Grant. Come and join us in 
these festivities November 11th at 
7 P.M., Mooreheads, First Avenue, 
Trappe. Cost is $15.50 per person. 

A very unique program will be 
presented by Architect John Milner 
and Archaeologist Kenneth Joire on 
the theme ''The Mystery of the 
Foundations." In preparation for 
this meeting, read the article by Dr. 

Eileen Livingston in the September 
Trappe Chronicle. 

Mr. Milner has said that there are 
few sites in Eastern Pennsylvania as 
complicated in intersecting founda
tions as the Muhlenberg House, 
outside the Franklin House in 
Philadelphia. 

Let us fill the dining hall to 
capacity and have a great sendoff 
for the completing of the restora
tion of the house. 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1781 
October 17, Wednesday. Mr. Fr[iedrich] 
A[ugustus] M[ilhlenberg] bas made a 
contract with our neighbor, John Riedt. to 
purchase his stone house• and fifty acres of 

land for £800, £400 down payment and the 
rest on time. Fr[iedricb] and Sw[aine] want 
to go to the city today. I gave him the short 
letter to the Rev. Mr. Kuntze and also a 
memorandum concerning Mr. Abrah[am] 
Merkle for Mr. H[einrich] M[ilhlenberg], in 
Lancaster. In the afternoon Mr. Bangert 
came and took with him the letter to 
Culpepper; however, he is not leaving until 
next week. 
October 25, Thursday. Received from our 
son Fr[iedrich] A[ugustus], in the city, the 
following staples for the household: one 
quarter hundredweight of sugar, three 
pounds of chocolate, one pound of tea, one 
pound of pepper, three quarters of a pound 
of alspice; there was also a small package of 
coffee. Also a letter, dated yesterday, 
October 24, as follows: 

With Heartfelt Joy, with the utmost Gratitiu:k to 
the Almighty for His divine Interposition, I do 
most sincerely congratulate You on the Capture of 
Lord Cornwallis with his whole Anny, amounting 
to 5500 LAndforr:es, 110 Vessels, and a prodigious 
Quantity of Artillery, Anns etc., etc. and this 
without much Blood being spilL It happen 'd on the 
memorable 1 7th of October, the same Day Gen. 
Burgoyn had a similar Fate. I am at present in too 
much Hurry and Confusion to give all the Particu
lars, bur sho/I do it by the ftnt Opportunity. Just 
now Congress, Assembly and Council are about to 
proceed in a Body to our Zion Church, to return 
Thanks to the Lord of Hosts for this singular Marie 
of His Interposition in our Favor. Oh! 11111y a/I the 
People rejoyce in the Lord, and return the most 
unfeigned and sincere Thanks! Jn the next Papers 
a/I the Particulars will be, as Col Tilgh11111n, one 
of the Gen Aids arrived 2 Hours ago. 

Fr[iedricb] A[ ugustus] M[ ilhlenberg] Paid 
2s. to the carrier who brought the supplies. 
Toward evening a carrier, named Freier, 
from the Swamp, came by and took with him 
a cask of vinegar for Mary Sw[ aine ]. The 
event in Virg[inia] clearly shows that the 
sublime Saviour has accepted a prevailing 
intercession for the unfruitful fig tree in his 
vineyard, and has allowed that it should not 
yet be hewn down and cast into the fire but 
rather be digged and manured. 

•151 Main Stree� Trappe 

Dr. John C. Shetler, Editor 

Myrna Knailk, Managing Editor 
M-K Computing Services 

Write to Editor at: 
300 W. 3rd Avenue 

Trappe, PA 19426-2226 

Flea Market and Auction a Success 
The 1995 F1ea Market and Auction was a great success! Thanks to the many 

volunteers who put in too many hours to count. We extend our thanks and 
gratitude to all who had some part in the whole affair. 

This year approximately $6,300 was raised. However, the Auction 
Committee is not resting on its laurels. Already, there have been several 
meetings and plans have already been formulated for next year's affair. 

If you have an item you would like to contnbute for next year's auction, we 
would be happy to come pick it up and store it until next September. Please 
call Mr. Alfred Douglas ( 489-4036) to make arrangements. 

If you would like to be a part of this committee, you may call Dr. Ivan W. 
Hess ( 489-7622). 

Next year's F1ea Market and Auction is scheduled for Saturday, September 
7th. Do set that date aside as next year's fundraising affair promises to be an 
outstanding day. Dr. Gail Snyder, Chairperson 

Quilters' Report 
The Historical Society Quilters are ready to receive additional quilts for the 

fall and winter season work. The tops should be already pieced and the parts 
prepared. The Trappe Quilters do the quilting, but not the making of the parts 
for the quilt. 

The group now includes Clara Gensler, Lee Haas, Evelyn Hoopes, Helen 
Redding, Thelma Rich, and Anne Schrack ( 489-4872). 

Historic Walk Dedicated 
Sunday, October 1st at 4 P.M., the Historic Walle at Augustus Lutheran 

Church was dedicated with Dr. Arthur Taylor, President of Muhlenberg College 
as the speaker. The Old Church was filled to the balcony for the occasion. 

A stone from Muhlenberg House was placed in the wallc with the 
appropriate inscription. Other stones were from churches served by or visited 
by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg as the organizer of the Lutheran Synod which 
reached from New York State to South Carolina. 

Grant for Equipment 
The Dewees Museum of the Historical Society has received a Technical 

Assistance Grant from the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission, Ms. 
Deborah Philipi, Grant Manager, for $2,200 to purchase two hygrothermo
graphs, which have been ordered. These instruments will measure and record 
temperature and humidity to provide information for better care of fabrics, 
paper, and furniture, as well as other artifacts. The stone walls tend to hold 
dampness and with a growing collection we want our donors to know that we 
are seeking to improve conditions for transmission of our heritage. 

Requests from the Curator . . . 
Interested in Fabrics? Our collection of fabrics, including clothing, is 
growing. The Curator would like to have a person to assist in the care of 
fabrics who would be willing to go to workshops on fabric care. 

A Gift in Kind . . .  When you go to auctions or antique fairs, we could use 
the following items which in his day Henry Muhlenberg purchased in Trappe: 
Tuesday, April 18, 1786, a well pail braced with iron; December 8, 1778, 
milk jars; April 15, 1778, pewter serving spoons; October 3, 1781, a small 
wooden chest to contain his journals and papers. 

. . .  Call John Shetler ( 489-2624) 



Keystone Grant Received 

per year for ten years. If you wish to 
make a memorial gift, please call Dr. 
Hess ( 489-7622). 

The Keystone grant affirms the 
importance of the Muhlenberg House 
as an historic site and as a Heritage 
Center for Leadership Development. 

It also recognizes the important 
contnoution of the Muhlenberg 
family in the founding of our nation 
in government, education, and faith. 

-by the edilor 

1996 
Membership Dues 

Enclosed with this newsletter is 
the form for membership renewal 
prepared by Richard Holcombe. 

We hope you will renew your 
membership and will also enlist a 
friend or family member as a new 
member. 

Your contribution helps with the 
ongoing important work of the 
Society. 

r-----------------------------------------------------------, 
C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T  

F O R  M A T C H I N G K E Y S T O N E  G R A N T  

To help restore the Muhlenberg House, I/we enclose a check made payable to 
the filSTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, in the name of 

Sbwt r ...... 

_$25 _sso _$100 _ssoo _$1,000 _OINr 

Clip and mail to: Historical Society of Trappe 
P.O. Box 828 Collegeville, PA 19426 

L-----------------------------------------------------------� 

Museum Hours 
During the Fall and Winter, the 
Museum is open by appointment. 
Please call Curator John C. Shetler 
(489-2624) at least a day in advance. 

* * * 

Library Hours 
Please call The Rev. R. David Koch 
( 495-7767) to make an appointment 
to visit our library. 

November 11 
Annual Dinner Meeting 

Moorehead's 7:00 P.M. 

December 3 Open House 
Dewees Tavern Museum 

December 10 and 17 
Museum Open 

Rare Book Exhibit 

========== GIFT SUGGESTIONS ========== 

Prints of Dewees Tavern from a Water Color Map of/tinerary of Washington's Anny in Montgomery County 

Anny Crosses Schuylkill at Parkerf ord 
by Mr. Eugene Bechtel (These are limited edition prints. Only 
250 were made. Mien the supply is exhausted, there will not be 
another printing.) and Some Units Camp in Trappe $ 3.00 

Signed Print 
Matted Signed Print 
Matted Artist's Proof 
Framed Signed Print 
Framed Artist's Proof 

DigJ[ay a TRAPPE FLAG on our National Holidays 

Desk Top Flag with Holder 
12" x 18" Flag 

Mugs Suitable for All-Putpose Gifts 

Displays the Symbol of Trappe 

Bill of Rights (Facsimile) 

Contains the Signature of Frederick Muhlenberg 

Anniversary Book of Trappe 

275th - Pictures, llistorical Sketches, Businesses 
250th - Pictures, Historical Sketches, Businesses 

$ 40.00 
$ 55.00 
$ 65.00 
$125.00 
$135.00 

$ 3.00 
$ 5.00 

$ 3.00 

T-Shirts 

Some T-shirts are available. Three different logos: Old Style 
Muhlenberg House, New Style Muhlenberg House, and Emblem 
of Trappe. Some Large, Medium, and Small sizes. Also some 
Children's sizes. Prices: $6.00 and $8.00 

Tiles with Trappe Emblem $ 2.00 

Muhlenberg Sunvisors 25¢ each or 5 for $1.00 

Postcards/Scenes in Trappe 25¢ each or 5 for $1.00 

Call Ways and Means Chairperson, 
Dr. Gail Snyder (215) 6 79-2047 

$ 1.00 Muhlenberg Plate, by Lester Breininger 
Call Dr. Ivan Hess (610) 489-7622 

$100.00 

$ 2.00 
$ 1.00 

Items may be obtained at the Dewees Tavern on the last 
Wednesday of each month, Z·30 P.M to 9:30 P.M, where the 
Muhlenberg Committee and the Historical Society Board meet 

IF YOU HAVE FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WHO FORMERLY LIVED IN THE TRAPPE AREA, 
REMEMBER THEM WITH AN HISTORICAL SOCIETY GIFT. 
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V B  T B  R A N S  D A Y  D I N N E R  
7: 00 P . M .  N ove mber  1 1 ,  1 995  

Moorehead's • First Avenue • Tra p p e  
Architect John Milner 

Archaeologist Kenneth Joire 
"The Mystery of the Foundat ions" 

----------------------------------------------r-------------------------------------------

V e t  e r  a n s  D a y D i n n e r  T o  P A Y  Y O U R  n u E s  E A R L Y 

R E s E R v A T 1 0 N Bring to the Din ner o r  Mail to: 

Clip and Mail to: Norman D. Holcombe 
21 Main Street 

Trappe, PA 19426 

Please reserve places for me at $ 15.50 
per person for November 1 1th.  

Name: 

Total Enclosed: $ ______ _ 

Rich ard Holcombe 
21 Main Street 

Trappe, PA 1 9426 

Ne. 
l!r!!!!!. 

Regular @ $8.00 = 

S tudent @ $2.00 = 

Schrack @ $12.00 = 

Life @ $ 1 00.00 = 

Name: -----------------

I I I I I I 
Telephone: Telephone: ------------- I 

I I L---------------------------------------------...l..-------------------------------------------- 1 


