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The President's Message 
Restoration work at the Muhlenberg House has begun in earnest. 

The scaffolding has been erected on all sides of the house. 

Our plans include lowering the roof, removing the third floor, 
restoring the pent eaves, and removing the stucco and repainting the 
stones of the entire structure. New windows and doors will be installed. 

The contractor, Mr. Jon Costanza of Sunpower Builders, is knowl
edgeable and experienced with this type of restoration and is eager to 
get underway. With good weather, the work should be substantially 
completed in four (4) months. 

It is our goal to restore this house, as nearly as possible, authentically, 
to the original 18th Century condition. 

This restoration is funded to a great extent by a grant from the Pew 
Foundation administered by the Philadelphia Historic Preservation 
Corporation. 

Ivan W. Hess, M.D. 
President 

Shown signing the renovation contract, standing (L to R) Dr. Gail Snyder 
and Steve Gordon, seated (L to R) Dr. Ivan Hess and Jon Costanza. 

Changes at Our Library 
Society President, Dr. Ivan W.  

Hess, has announced that Mr. and 
Mrs. Kirt Adams have found it neces
sary to withdraw from their work with 
the library due to the need to be out 
of the area visiting their family mem
bers. Barbara Adams served as the 
librarian until early this year, and Kirt 
Adams gave his time putting the 
books of the Muhlenberg Collection 
on the computer. Dr. Hess has ex
pressed his appreciation for their 
generous service. We all wish them 
well in their travels to New England 
and other areas visiting their family. 

The Rev. R. David Koch will be 
the new librarian. Mr. Koch resides 
on Brownback Road, Linfit:ld. He 
and Mrs. Koch are active in the 
Limerick Historical Society. Pastor 
Koch is a graduate of Lancaster 
Theological Seminary and has served 
pastorates in Schuylkill and Bucks 
Counties as well as having taught in 
the Muhlenberg Township Schools in 
Berks County. Mr. Koch recently re
tired from his position in the library 
staff of the Eastern Baptist Seminary 
in Philadelphia. Mr. Koch will open 
the library on request to be of service 
to the members. His telephone num
ber is 495-7767. 

A . 

Gifts froni 
Co1nmunity Mailing 

Treasurer Thomas Lachenmayer re
ports that the gifts received from the 
recent community mailing now total 
$6,165. If you forgot to send your 
annual contribution, you can still do 
so-$585 came in to August 25th. 
You will find a coupon on page 3, 
which you can mail with your gift. 

Thanks to all who have contributed! 



Heritage Sunday - September 19th 

In 1964, Mr. Frederick Grimison, 
founder of the Historical Society of 
Trappe, began the observance of 
Trappe Day to celebrate and remem
ber the heritage of the Trappe area. 
He established the date as the 
Sunday nearest September 19th, 
which as the date in 1777 when 
General Washington and the 
Continental Army crossed the 
Schuylkill River at Parkerford, came 
down what is known today as Linfield 
Road, and entered Trappe. In the 
army at that time was General Peter 
Muhlenberg. From that time to the 
end of the war, Trappe saw soldiers, 
freight wagons, and refugees either 
camping in the fields or passing 
through on the march. 

In recent years, to acknowledge 
Trappe, Collegeville, and Evansburg 
with the Perkiomen Valley as people 
growing together toward the spirit of 
unity with one larger community, the 
name of the day has been changed to 
HERITA GE SUNDAY. 

The theme this year is Claiming 
Our Heritage. The congregations be
longing to the Collegeville-Trappe 
Ministerium will observe the day in 
morning worship on September 19th 
by considering the theme Claiming 
Our Heritage. 

In the afternoon, the community 
will celebrate the 250th Anniversary 
of the building of Augustus Lutheran 
Church, which is now the oldest 
unaltered Lutheran Church building 
in the United States. At the time of 
the building of Augustus Church, 
there were, out of our present day 
churches, two other congregations in 
existence: St. James Episcopal 
Church of Evansburg and St. Luke's 
Reformed Church (United Church of 
Christ) of Trappe. 

Organ Recital 
An organ recital will be given in 

the Old Augustus Church on the 
newly installed two-manual Allen 
Digital Organ whose 40 stops are the 
equivalent of 33 ranks of pipes. The 
organ is being dedicated this month 

to the memory of Kathryn M. Hess 
who was a member of Augustus, of 
the Historical Society, of the 
Muhlenberg Committee, and for a 
time its Treasurer. 

The concert hour is 3 :15 P.M., 
Sunday, September 19th. The organist 
for the Occasion is Barbara R. 
Hartenbauer. 

The Ecumenical Service 
The Ecumenical Worship begins at 

4:00 P.M. in the Old Church with the 
clergy of the Ministerium congre
gations participating. The preacher 
for the day will be The Rev. Russell 
Mitman, Conference Minister and 
President of the Pennsylvania 
Southeast Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. The Conference 
embraces the seven-county area in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania and in
cludes 80,000 members. President 
Mitman is a native of Pennsburg and 
has served congregations in Penn
sylvania and Colorado. He is a 
member of the Council of Confer
ence Ministers, the Board of Trustees 
of Lancaster Seminary, the Mercers
burg Society, and a lecturer in the 
field of worship. 

The public is invited to attend. 
Following the service, there will be a 
fellowship hour in the Parish Hall. 

Muhlenberg Exhibit Open 
Prior to the Ecumenical Service, 

the Muhlenberg Collection owned by 

the Historical Society of Trappe, will 
be on exhibit in the museum of the 
Dewees Tavern from 1:30 - 3:30 P.M. 
The corner room on Route 113 will 
be used as the Muhlenberg Room 
because at the close of the 18th 
Century, Peter Muhlenberg owned 
this property, which then was a house 
that included that part of the building 
which today includes the main front 
door. When approaching the build
ing, look carefully at the stonework 
and you will see lines in the stone
work which indicate three distinct 
times of building expansion. 

Chairman for Heritage Sunday is 
The Rev. Thomas Geiger Young, 
Pastor of Evansburg Methodist 
Church. Pastor of Augustus Luth
eran Church is The Rev. Herbert H. 
Michel. 

Material Gifts Invited 
We invite you to give items of 

furniture, painting, prints, artifacts, 
documents, and books to the 
museum. 

We need 18th Century furnishings 
for the Muhlenberg House and 19th 
Century materials for the museum at 
the Dewees Tavern. Appropriate 
deeds of gift will be given. We can 
use small tavern tables as well as 
pewter and clay utensils and dishes. 

Please contact the Curator, John C. 
Shetler, 489-2624. 

r-----------------------------------------------------------------------, 

C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T  

To help restore the Muhlenberg House, I/we enclose a check made payable to the 
I I ISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, in the name of 

Str11t Town State/Zip Tel. 

This gift will be applied to lhe matching amount for lhe $200,000 grant from the 
Philadelphia I listot·ic Preservation Corporation through the Pew Foundation. 

_$25 _$50 

Clip and mail to: 

_$ 100 __ $500 __ $ 1,000 _Other 

Historical Society of Trappe 
P.O. Box 828 Collegeville, PA 19426 

�-------------------- ----------------------------------------- ----------



CALENDAR FOR 1993 

Sept. 1 1  FLEA MARKET and 
AUCTION, beginning 
at 9:30 AM. 

Sept. 19 HERITAGE SUNDAY 
(see articles) 

Nov. 1 1  

Dec. 5 

ANNUAL MEETING 

OPEN HOUSE at the 
DEWEES MUSEUM, 
"A HALF CENTURY OF 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS" 

Buildillg Augustus Clzurclz 
From 17ze Joumals of 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

January 5, 1743, Wednesday. We cele
brated the festival of the Epiphany in 
Providence and I preached to the con
gregation again in the barn. The people 
in this congregation are eager and 
attentive to hear the Word. The dear 
deacons of this congregation are de
termined to begin the building of the 
church in God's Name. I have already 
announced it twice to the congregation 
and encouraged them to pray and trust 
in God. A church is extremely necessary 
to us. With this end in view, I have 
written a letter and have had it cir
culated among the congregation by the 
deacons for subscriptions as to what 
each member will contribute as a free
will offering. We have no lack of food 
here, God be thanked, but money is 
rare, since the country people must 
carry their produce to the city and 
receive very little for it. It is not a good 
thing to build of wood here because it 
decays quickly, and it is expensive to 
build of stone . . .  it is estimated that it 
will cost all of £200 sterling. God has 
been guiding their hearts aright and 
made them eager to build, for after we 
visited the entire congregation, almost 
£100 current money has been sub
scribed. One pound sterling equals one 
and a half pounds current money. The 
congregation has taken hold with utter 
earnestness, as everyone acknowledges 
. . .  they are already hauling stones to 
the site, which makes me very happy. 
Already we have erected a schoolhouse 
of wood. In this township or locality 
there is an English church and a 
Mennonite meetinghouse, but there has 
never been a Lutheran church, and this 
will be the first one to be built . . . .  

Memorial Tribute 

Nevin Gensler, who recently died, was 
a faithful member of the Historical 
Society and of the Muhlenberg Com
mittee. He contributed information 
for the archives, was a financial con
tributor, and, until the restoration 
work began on the house, he did a 
daily property check at Muhlenberg 
House. As a faithful member of 
Augustus Lutheran Church, officer, 
teacher, worker, his funeral was held 
at Augustus Church. We miss 
"Mickey." 

Clara, his wife, served for a time as 
Treasurer of the Muhlenberg Com
mittee and has contributed a package 
of material from Nevin for the 
museum. 

Mrs. Edith Steinbright of Norristown 
was a friend and benefactor of and 
for the Muhlenberg Committee. She, 
with her daughter, Miss Marilyn 
Steinbright, was the founder of the 
Arcadia Foundation which has made 
two generous grants to the restora
tion of the Muhlenberg House. 

Mrs. Steinbright was a faithful 
member of Christ Church, United 
Church of Christ, Marshall and Noble 
Streets in Norristown. She has sup
ported the education of young 
people, social service organizations, 
Ursinus College, Cedar Crest 
College, Montgomery County Histori
cal Society, and health and welfare 
institutions in the East as well as 
other parts of the United States. She 
has shown the kind of leadership that 
the Muhlenberg Leadership Center 
teaches and honors. We are grateful. 
the Society was represented at her 
Memorial Service in Christ Church by 
Dr. John Shetler. 

Dr. Johll C. Shetler, Editor 

Myrna Knaide, Managing Editor 

For Newsletter 
Correspo1Zde1Zce 

Write to: P.O. Box 838 
Collegeville, PA 19426 

Auction and Flea Market 
On Saturday, September 1 1th, the 

Historical Society of Trappe will be 
holding the Fourth Annual Flea 
Market and Fund Raiser. Come on 
out and help make this year's fund 
raiser an even bigger success than 
last year's! 

There will be all sorts of 
Antiques, Collectibles, Crafts, and 
Elegant Junk, as well as great food, 
fall plants, and a bake sale. Clay 
Hess will be conducting an auction 
on site. In addition, the Society 
will be raffling off one of the 
framed prints of Dewees Tavern 
from a watercolor done by Eugene 
Bechtel during the fund raiser. 

Many individuals put a lot of 
time and effort into this annual 

you come out and support it. In 
addition to attending, it is still not 
too late to donate items for either 
the Flea Market or the Auction, or 
to pledge to bring a baked good for 
our sale. 

Call Ray Spaid at 489-9770 if you 
have Flea Market items or Randy 
Riegner at 489-6911  to donate 
items for the Auction. 

To pledge baked goods, call Betty 
Pitcherella at 489-0996. 

For raffle tickets ($1 .00 each or 
12 for $10.00) or to reserve a table 
to sell your own goods, call Dr. 
Gail Snyder at 489-0927. 

event, but it can only be a success if See you Saturday, September 11th! 



==========HISTORICAL ITEMS FOR SALE ========== 

Prints of Dewees Tavern from a Water Color 
by Mr. Eugene Bechtel (These are limited edition prints. Only 
250 were made. W11en the supply is exhausted, there will not be 
another printing.) 

Signed Pri11t 
Matted Signed Pri11t 
Matted Artist 's Proof 
Framed Sig11ed Print 
Framed Artist 's Proof 

Display a TRAPPE FLAG on our National Holidays 

Desk Top Flag with Holder 
3 '  X 5'  Flag 
12" X 18" Flag 

Mugs Suitable for All-Purpose Gi[!s 

Displays the Symbol of Trappe 

Bill of Rights (Facsimile) 

Contai11s the Signature of Frederick Muhle11berg 

Anniversary Book of Trappe 

275th - Pictures, Historical Sketches, Busi11esses 
250th - Pictures, Historical Sketches, Businesses 

$ 40.00 
$ 55. 00 
$ 65.00 
$125.00 
$135.00 

$ 3.00 
$48.00 
$ 5.00 

$ 3.00 

$ 1.00 

$ 2.00 
$ 1.00 

Map of Itinerary of Washington 's Anny in Montgomery County 

Am1y Crosses Schuylkill at Parkerford 
a11d Some U11its Camp in Trappe $ 3.00 

T-Shirts 

Some T-shirts are available. Three different logos: Old Style 
Muhlenberg House, New Style Muhlenberg House, and Emblem 
of Trappe. Some Large, Medium, and Small sizes. Also some 
Children 's sizes. Prices: $6. 00 a11d $8. 00 

Tiles with Trappe Emblem $ 2.00 

Muhlenberg S1111visors 25¢ each or 5 for $1.00 

Postcards/Scenes in Trappe 25¢ each or 5 for $1.00 

You may call Ways and Means Chairperson, Dr. Gail Snyder 
(489-0927). 

Items may be obtained at the Dewees Tavern 011 the last 
Wednesday of each 111011th, 7:45 P.M. to 9:30 P.M., when the 
Muhlenberg Committee meets, and 011 the first Wednesday 
wizen the Historical Society Board meets, 7:45 to 9:30 P.M., 
except during the Le11te11 season. 

IF YOU HAVE FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WHO FORME�Y LWED IN THE TRAPPE AREA, 
REMEMBER THEM WITH AN HISTORICAL SOCIETY GIFT. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE 

P. 0. BOX B28 

COLLEGEVILLE, PA 19426 

Address Co1Tection Requested 
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