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Dr. Richard P. Richter 
1994 Muhlenberg Award 

Recipient 
Dr. Richard P. Richter, President of 

Ursinus College, will be recognized for 
his regional and national leadership as 
the 1994 recipient of the Muhlenberg 
Award by the Leadership Committee, 
the Muhlenberg Committee, and the 
Board of Directors of the Historical 
Society of Trappe, Perkiomen Valley. 
Earlier recipients have been Drew L. 
Lewis, President of the Union Pacific 
Corporation (1992), and William G. 
Warden, III, Vice President of CA WSL 
Corporation (1993). 

The Muhlenberg Medal is presented 
annually to a person who exemplifies 
the qualities of Vision, Faith, Integrity, 
and Service as exhibited by the 
Muhlenbergs at the birth of our nation. 

Dr. Richter was born in Upper Provi
dence Township and graduated from 
Phoenixville High School. He gradu
ated from Ursinus College and the 
University of Pennsylvania with degrees 
in English. He holds a certificate from 
the Institute of Educational Manage
ment of Harvard University. 

continued on page 2 

Dr. Richard P. Richter 

11ze President's Message 

The restoration of the exterior of  the Muhlenberg House is sub
stantially completed and expenses are paid. There are 5 or 6 minor 
details to be completed as determined by the Architect and the 
Restoration Committee. 

Demolition of the concrete slab around the house has also been 
completed in preparation for archeological investigation in this area, 
and the debris has been removed. 

Preparations for the Auction and Flea Market to be held on 
September 10 are moving ahead nicely. The Auction promises to be 
larger than ever under the direction of Andy Barbin and the Ways 
and Means Committee. 

Heritage Sunday will be held at 4:00 P.M. on September 18 .  The 
speaker is excellent and the music will be superb. We will be looking 
for sponsors to help underwrite the cost of the program. The Tabor 
Camera ta will provide the music which will be outstanding. Anyone 
wishing to be a sponsor may contact me at (610) 489-7622 for details. 

Ivan W. Hess, M.D. 
President 

Heritage Sunday - Tabor Camerata 
The annual Heritage Day service of 

the Historical Society of Trappe, Perki
omen Valley, with the cooperation of 
the Collegeville-Trappe Ministerium, 
will be held at 4:00 P.M. on September 
18, 1994, at Augustus Lutheran Church, 
East 7th and Main Streets, Trappe. 

This year's service will feature the 
Tabor Camera ta, an ensemble that spe
cializes in the performance of Baroque 
music. As in previous years, the service 
will follow the historic order formulated 
by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, the 
founding pastor of the Augustus Church 
and an important historical figure dur
ing Colonial America. Hymns will repre
sent various 18th century denomina
tions. Clergy members of the Minister
ium will participate in the service. 

The service will include historical 
liturgical settings and sacred music that 
would have been heard at services in 

Colonial times and the mid-to-late 18th 
century, the period of the high Baroque 
in Europe. Dr. Robert Bornemann, re
tired Professor of Old Testament and 
I lebrew at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia, will speak. 
Those attending the service will be able 
to view an exhibit of Muhlenberg arti
facts at the reception following. The 
exhibit is compiled by John Peterson, 
Curator of the Lutheran Archives Cen
ter of Philadelphia. Prior to the service 
the Dewees Museum, 301 Main Street, 
Trappe, will be open from 1 :00 to 3 :30 
P.M. for viewing the Muhlenberg Col
lection of the Historical Society and 
Augustus Church. 

The Camerata has performed con
certs in churches, colleges, and libraries 
throughout Southeastern Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey. They have pL'rformed 
concert series at the continued on page 4 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1777 
September 19, Friday. In the morning 
we had some peace. Toward noon Mr. 
Andreas Burghard arrived in a 
stagecoach in which he had his wife and 
children and Mr. Foulk's wife and 
children. They fled from Philadelphia 
early in the morning because the city 
was in an uproar and tunnoil last night 
and it was said that the British were 
near the city, whereupon all who 
wished or were able to flee set out. 
They would h ave been glad to stay with 
us, but we seemed to be nearer rather 
than farther from the danger. 
Accordingly they drove on with heavy 
hearts along the road to Reading and 
Tolpeh aken. Received news in the 
afternoon that the B ritish troops had 
marched across toward Providence on 
the other side of and farther down the 
Schulkiel. l11eir camp could be seen, I 
was told, through a fieldglass. The 
American troops then marched through 
the Schulkiel, four miles from us, and 
came out on the road to Philadelphia at 
Augustus Church. They had to wade 
through the river up to their chests. 

His Excellency General W[ ashington] 
was himself with the troops who 
marched past here to the Perkiome. 
l11e passage of the troops lasted 
through the night and we had all kinds 
of visitors, officers, etc. To get wet up 
to one's chest and then to march in the 
cold, foggy night while enduring hunger 
and thirst, etc. is h ard for the poor 
men. It takes courage, health, etc. But 
instead of prayers, what one hears from 
many of them is the horrible national 
vice: cursing. 

This afternoon my son Heinrich 
came from Philadelphia to put his 
family at rest. After my weak prayer I 
drew the verse (page 183), "l110u 
therefore endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ," etc. At 
midnight a regiment camped on the 
street in front of my house. Some 
vegetables and chickens were taken, 
and a man with a flint came to my 
chamber, demanded bread, etc. 

Dr. John C. Shetler, Editor 

Myrna Knaide, Managing Editor 

For Newsletter Correspondence Write to: 
P.O. Box 838, Collegeville, PA 19426 

Next Chronicle Deadline: October 1st 

Mail to Editor at: 
300 W. 3rd Avenue, Trappe, PA 19426-2226 

Muhlenberg Award 
continued from page 1 

He served an  enlistment in the U.S. 
Army Ordnance Corps from 1953-55 
with one and one half years in the 
Heidelberg area of Germany. 

He is married to the former Margo 
Denithorne of Phoenixville. They have 
two children, Karen and Kurt. 

Dr. Richter has been active nation
ally in the academic field. He is a 
member of the National Council of 
Teachers of English. He is a Member 
and Past Chairman of the Commission 
for Independent Colleges and Univer
sities of Pennsylvania; Member of the 
Executive Committee of the Pennsyl
vania Association of Colleges and 
Universities; Past Chairman, Delaware 
Valley Regional Planning Council for 
Higher Education; and a Member and 
Past Chairman of the Foundation for 
Independent Colleges, Inc. of Penn
sylvania. 

He was honored with honorary 
degrees by Ursinus College; Tohoku 
Gakuin University of Sendai, Japan; 
and Muhlenberg College of Allentown. 

Dr. Richter is an active churchman. 
He is a member of Trinity United 
Church of Christ, Collegeville; Member 
and Past Chairman of the Council for 
Higher Education, a national body of 
the United Church of Christ and for
merly a Corpora tor of the Presbyterian 
Ministers' Fund, a national insurance 
company serving pastors and their fami
lies, and presently is a Director of its 
successor corporation, Covenant Life 
Insurance Company. 

His leadership includes Past Trea
surer of the Delaware Valley Associa
tion of Communicators; Board of 
Directors, CenterCore, Inc.; CMMC, 
Inc., Chairman (Montgomery Hospital); 
President, Pennsylvania Folklife 
Society; Perkiomen Valley Chamber of 
Commerce; Chairman-Advisory Com
mittee to Special Pennsylvania Senate 
Committee on Medical School Facili
ties ( 1978); Past Chairman, Eagle 
Board of Review, Neskenno District, 
Valley Forge Council, Boy Scouts of 
America; Past Chairman, Civil Service 
Commission, Borough of Collegeville. 

Dr. Richter has been recognized for 
his leadership as a recipient of the 1964 
Gold Quill Award for Outstanding In
dustrial Journalism, which was pre
sented by the American Association of 
Industrial Editors. In 1973 he received 

Special Thanks 
to the Community 

President Ivan W. Hess has an
nounced that the 1994 community 
mailing has resulted in generous con
tributions from valley residents in the 
amount of $8, 7975. Contributions 
are still being received each week. 

In behalf of the Muhlenberg Com
mittee, the President expresses special 
thanks. 

the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback 
Award for Excellence in Teaching, 
which was presented by Dr. William S. 
Pettit of Ursinus College; in 1994 he 
received the Marvin J. Lewis Citizen
ship Award from the Perkiomen Valley 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Richard Paul Richter since 1965 has 
served Ursinus College as Alumni 
Secretary, Instructor, and Assistant 
Professor in the English Department, 
Assistant to the President, Professor of 
the College, Vice President for Admini
strative Affairs, and President since 
1976. 

I Iis earlier employment included 
Editor and Promotion Writer for the 
Provident Mutual Insurance Company 
( 1956-58) ; Philadelphia Gas Works, 
Division of UGI Company, Industrial 
Relations Department ( 1958-65), 
Supervisor of Employee Communica
tions and Special Assistant to the 
General Manager. 

Dr. Richter has given outstanding 
leadership and much time to the devel
opment of the local community, the 
region, and the nation. A<; he retires 
from the Presidency of Ursinus 
College, he has indicated on buying a 
home in Collegeville that he intends to 
continue to be active in the Delaware 
Valley and beyond for the continued 
development of life for people and in 
particular for youth. Dr. Richter has 
expressed appreciation for the partner
ship of Mrs. Richter in this lifetime of 
service. 

The Muhlenberg Medal will be pre
sented at a public ceremony of recog
nition on Thursday, November 3rd in 
Olin Hall, Ursinus College, at 12 noon. 
At that time, Dr. Richter will speak to 
the assembly on the subject of 
"Leadership." A luncheon by invitation 
will follow in the Wismer Center at 
1 :00 P.M. 



Pfaltzgraff Set Begun 
Activity continues at both the 

Muhlenberg House as well as the 
Dewees Tavern and the need for serv
ing items for receptions and meetings 
continues (tablecloths, candlesticks, 
utensils, and dishes). Thanks, however, 
to an anonymous donor, the Historical 
Society has begun its own ironstone 
china collection for regular use and not 
as historic items. 

Due to a very generous offer, we 
have purchased 3 platters ( 12", 14", and 
16"), 2 two-quart pitchers, and a 
creamer and sugar bowl in the White 
Heritage Pattern of Pfaltzgraff Repro
duction Pieces. They are quite hand
some and are very much in keeping 
with our 18th century setting. 

These 7 pieces make a great be
ginning to our need for serving pieces 
and we hope to continue to add to 
these dishes as funds become available. 
If you would like to contribute to our 
reproduction ironstone, you can contact 
Dr. Gail Snyder at (610) 489-0927. 

Fireplace Utensils Received 
Through the courtesy of the Rev. 

Robert H. Horne, Mrs. Elizabeth T. 
Noonan of Britany Pointe Estates, 
Lansdale, has contributed a set of fire
place cooking tools and several smaller 
general interest items: A large fork, 
perforated ladle, large spoon, spatula, 
and a ladle made of an alloy probably 
tin and/or nickel. These are designated 
for one of the fireplaces in Muhlenberg 
House. 

In addition, there are a sycamore 
rolling pin, a small spring scale, a 
match holder, a side pouring spouted 
tin tea pot (5"), a small vegetable 
cutter, a tin betty lamp, and a nutmeg 
grater. The Society is grateful for this 
contribution. 

Muhlenberg Fireplace 
and Kitchen Needs 

If you have or can buy at auction 
antique pewter 1 8th century plates, 
tankards, cups, knives, and forks, we 
shall be glad to receive them as gifts. 
We can also use an iron toaster, spit 
apparatus for roasting meat, and a 
large iron kettle 1 6" or more. Please 
contact Curator John C. Shetler (610) 
489-2624. 

C A L E N D A R 9 9 4 

September 10th Auction and Flea Market at Muhlenberg 
House, 201 Main Street, Trappe 

September 1 8th Heritage Sunday - Museum Open 1 :00 P.M., 
301 Main Street, Trappe 
Music of the 1 8th Century, 4:00 P.M., 
Augustus Old Church 

November 3rd Muhlenberg Award, Olin Hall, 12 Noon 

November 1 1 th 7:00 P.M. Annual Dinner Meeting, Moorchead's, 
1st Avenue, Trappe 

December 4th 1 :30-4:00 P.M. Open House at Dewees Tavern, 
Exhibition of Medinger Pottery from the Collection 
of Dr. Ivan W. Hess 

December 1 1 th & 18th 1 :30-4:00 P.M. Museum Open - Medinger 
Pottery Exhibit 

Auction 
and Flea Market 

On Saturday, September 10th, the 
Historical Society of Trappe will be 
holding the Fifth Annual Flea Market 
and Fundraiser. The event will be held 
rain or shine, with parking at St. Luke's 
Church directly across the street. 

There will be all sorts of Antiques, 
Collectibles, Crafts including a demon
stration of rug braiding, Elegant and 
Eclectic Junktiques, as well as fall 
plants, delicious food, and baked goods. 
Dealer's fee (space IOX12 with on-site 
parking) is $10.00. Tables will be of
fered free (no food items please) for 
non-profit organizations. Set-up time is 
7:00 A.M. The cut-off date for space 
reservation is September 7th. For 
additional information, please call Gail 
Snyder, (610) 489-0927. 

Items featured at auction include a 
sgraffito redware plate crafted by 
Lester P. Breininger. Mr. Breininger's 
ceramics are included in such callee-

tions as Winterthur, the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, and the Smithsonian 
Institution, lending testimony to both 
his authenticity as an historian and his 
vision as a potter. We are also excited 
to have a miniature replica of a 
Revolutionary War cannon contributed 
by one of our generous donors as well 
as many more enticing treasures. A 
beautifully handcrafted quilt will be 
raffled on September 10th. Andy 
Barbin is our enthusiastic Auction 
Solicitor. Please contact him at (610) 
454- 1005 with your donations. We 
appreciate everyone's support to our 
endeavor. 

We invite everyone to join us for 
what we plan to be a fun and successful 
fundraiser! 

Contributions are Deductible 

The Historical Society is a 501-C-3 Non
Profit Corporation chartered for the 

restoration and maintenance of historic 
buildings and educational activities. Your 
contributions are fully deductible. 

r------------------------------------------------------------------------- ,  

C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T  

To help restore the Muhlenberg House, I/we enclose n check nrnde pnynble to 
the HISTORICAL SOCIE1Y OF TRAPPE, in the nnme of 

Slrttl 

_$15 _$50 

Clip and mail to: 

Town Stale/Zip 

_$100 _$500 _$1,000 

Tel. 

_Oilier 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

/Jistorical Society of Trappe I 
P.O. Box 828 Collegeville, PA 19426 ! 

L------------------------------------------------------------------------- j 



The Origin of 
Heritage Sunday 

Heritage Sunday finds its origin in 
Trappe Day begun in 1965 by Frederick 
Grimison to commemorate the en
trance of General George Washington 
and the Continental Army into the 
Perkiomen Valley by crossing the 
Schulykill River at Parker Ford and 
coming into Trappe by Linfield Road. 
From that day until the close of the 
Revolution, soldiers passed through 
Trappe, camped here, and many 
stopped at the Muhlenberg home. 

The Sunday nearest September 19 
was designated Trappe Day and 
continued until 1 990. With the sur
rounding communities throughout the 
valley becoming interested in the 
Muhlenberg family and the inter
relatedness of our histories, the name 
was changed to Heritage Sunday. The 
Collegeville-Trappe Ministerium was 
invited to cooperate since faith in God 
was so important to the development of 
our area. At times the events of the day 
have involved a pilgrimage from 
Trappe to Collegeville and Evansburg. 
The principal sponsor is the Historical 
Society with the cooperation of the 
Ministerium. 

TOBAR CANJERATA 
continued from page 1 

Lutheran Seminary at Philadelphia and Christ Lutheran Church in Chestnut Hill. 
Most recently, they have performed concerts for the assembly of the Lutheran 
Deaconess Community of the United States and Canada, and for the benefit of the 
Chamber Symphony of Princeton. 

This concert is made possible in part by a grant from the Lutheran Brotherhood, 
Delaware Valley Branch and Pottstown Branch. Any offering will benefit the 
Muhlenberg House restoration. 

Shown left to right, harpsichordist and organist S.E. Fullenwieder, guest violinist de gambist 
Mary Hostettler Hoyt, flutist Margaret Claudin, and soprano Jacqueline Smith 

New Muhlenberg Loan 
Mrs. Debanne Macaluso, a member of the Muhlenberg Committee and a descendent of 
Maria Salome Muhlenberg and Matthias Richards, has placed on loan a tooled leather 
photograph album of their descendants. This may be seen in the Dewees Museum. 
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