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Heritage Sunday 
Highlights Healing 

Heritage Sunday will be observed 
on September 17th with a service in 
the Evansburg United Methodist 
Church at 4:00 P.M. The Rev. 
Thomas Craver, Chaplain at Potts
town Memorial Medical Center, will 
be the preacher for the service. The 
host Pastor is the Rev. Thomas 
Geiger Young. 

The theme for the day is ''The 
Ageless Healing Ministry" and is 
selected for this year's observance 
reminiscent of the fact that there 
were three hospitals in the imme
diate area which served Washington's 
Army in 1777-78: Augustus Lutheran 
Church, St Lukes Reformed Church 
(then a log building), and St James 
Episcopal Church. Since the time of 
Jesus, the church has been involved 
in the healing ministry and many 
members have also served as physi
cians, nurses, and health system 
workers. 

Heritage Sunday began as Trappe 
Day in 1965 under the leadership of 
Historical Society President  
Frederick Grimison, with the event 
occurring on the Sunday nearest 
September 19th when Washington 
and the Continental Army crossed 
the Schuylkill River at Parkerford/ 
Linfield and camped from Trappe to 
Evansburg. The celebrations ori
ginally included the reading of the 
letter written by Washington from 
the Mordecai Evans House in 
Linfield, now the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Stepp. 

With the widening interest in the 
encampment and the interest in the 
Muhlenberg Family, the event was 
renamed Heritage Sunday and is 
celebrated with the cooperation of 
the Collegeville-Trappe Ministerium. 

continued on page 3 

The President's Message 

We are anxiously awaiting word about our grant application in April 
to the Keystone Grant Program. We should learn about it momen
tarily. 

The Borough Council of Trappe has been very generous to the 
Historical Society and the Muhlenberg restoration project, for which 
we are grateful. 

Saturday, September 9, 1995, is our Auction and Flea Market. Al 
and Martha Douglas, Chet Piotrowski, Mary Hundertmark, and Gail 
Snyder have been diligent in obtaining items for the auction. This 
promises to be bigger and better than last year. We look for a large 
attendance. 

Archeological work has been ongoing at Muhlenberg House but not 
completed. The archaeologists are preparing a proposal on the total 
cost to complete the work. 

Through the efforts of Dr. John Shetler and Mr. Walter Payne, we 
have a fine exhibition of Indian artifacts at the Dewees Tavern. 

Ivan W. Hess, M.D. 
President 

Auction and Flea Market September 9th 

The Annual Auction and Flea 
Market fundraiser is fast approaching, 
and our Auction Committee has been 
hard at work all summer. 

If you have any items you would 
like to donate, please call Mrs. Mary 
Hundertmark at (610) 489-6541, and 
she will make arrangements to have 
someone come out to pick up the 
items. 

If you would like to reserve a 
space, please call Dr. Gail Snyder at 
(215) 679-2047. Spaces are still only 
$10.00 for individuals and zero for 
non-profit organizations. 

... 

If you would like to donate your 
time the day of the Auction, please 
call Dr. Ivan Hess at (610) 489-7622 
so he can assign you a job. 

If you would like to buy tickets for 
the quilt raffle, please call Mrs. Anne 
Schrack at (610) 489-4872. 

This is our major fundraiser, so 
come on out on Saturday, September 
9th to support this fun event. The 
Flea Market begins at 9:00 AM. and 
the Auction at 2:00 P.M. 

Other members of the Auction 
Committee are Chester Piotrowsky, 
Martha Douglas, Erich Hess, and 
Betty Cornell. 



From The Journals of 
He11ry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1777 

September 19, Friday. Received news in 
the afternoon that the British troops bad 
marched across toward Providence on 
the other side of and farther down the 
Schulkiel. Their camp could be seen, I 
was told, through a fieldglass. The 
American troops then marched through 
the Schulkiel, four miles from us, and 
came out on the road to Philadelphia at 
Augustus Church. They had to wade 
through the river up to their chests. His 
Excellency General W[ ashington] was 
himself with the troops who marched 
past here to the Perkiome. The passage 
of the troops lasted through the night 
and we had all kinds of visitors, officers, 
etc. To get wet up to one's chest and 
then to march in the cold, foggy night 
while enduring hunger and thirst, etc. is 
hard for the poor men. 
September 27, Saturday. I was to bury a 
deacon's child at Augustus Church. 
When I arrived I discovered to my 
sorrow that a regiment of the 
Pennsylvania militia had taken 
possession of the Augustus Church, 
schoolhouse, etc. The church was 
crowded with officers and privates with 
their guns. The organ loft was filled, and 
one man was playing the organ while 
others sang to his accompaniment. Down 
below lay straw and manure, and several 
bad placed the objects of their gluttony, 
etc. on the altar. In short, I saw, in 
miniature, the abomination of desolation 
in the temple. I entered but did not 
deem it advisable to speak to the mob 
because they at once began to jeer and 
several officers called up to the organ
player, "Play a Hessian march," etc. I 
sought out Colonel [James] Dunlap and 
inquired if this was the protection of 
religious and civil liberty which had been 
promised. He excused himself by 
declaring that the militia is made up of 
all sorts of nationalities and cannot be 
kept in proper discipline, etc. At 
midnight a regiment camped on the 
street in front of my house. Some 
vegetables and chickens were taken, and 
a man with a flint came to my chamber, 
demanded bread, etc. 

Dr. John C. Shetler, Editor 

Myrna Knaide, Managing EdiJor 
M-K Computing Services 

Write to Editor at: 
300 W. 3rd Avenue 

Trappe, PA 19426-2226 

Muhlenberg House Interior Progress 
The interior stonework surrounding the seven first floor windows has been 

stabilized and repainted by the Mark Seprowski firm. The 18th century plaster 
at the base of two of the windows and in the arch of six of the windows has been 
preserved and will be incorporated in later plaster work. 

Four complete clay roof tiles were found embedded in the renovated 19th 
century repair work. The removal of necessary material made it possible to 
salvage the tiles with very little breakage. The best of the tiles will be 
reassembled and included in the restoration museum. Each tile on its surface 
was decorated by the incising of a tulip. 

This stonework restoration was made possible by a $5,000 grant through the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. 

Sign.ificant Archaeologi.cal Discoveries 
A grant from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission has made 

it possible to do an archaeological study of the area east of the Muhlenberg 
House by the Kittatiny Archaeologists. Muhlenberg's Journal told us that there 
was a cottage to the east as well as a small rental house and a blacksmith shop. 
Before grading could be done or the final foot of pointing could be finished, the 
original ground level and the location of a building attached to the east had to 
be authenticated. 

Under the direction of Kenneth Joire, a complex web of foundations has been 
uncovered, including a cement plaster-lined cistern from the 19th century. The 
location of the attached cottage has been authenticated and the original ground 
level has been determined. A detailed archaeological report will be presented 
to the Muhlenberg Committee in the coming months. 

Community Fundraising 
Thanks is expressed to the residents of the Perkiomen Valley who have thus 

far contributed $6,600 through the Community Fundraising Mailing for the 
restoration of the Muhlenberg House. It is expected this figure will continue to 
grow for 1995 as gifts are still coming in through the mail. These funds will be 
used toward the interior restoration which will be a major project. 

The Board of Directors continues the policy of doing that work for which the 
funds are in hand. There is no debt and no interest to be paid. 

Indian Artifact Exhibit 
The exhibit of Indian artifacts will continue in the Muhlenberg Room of the 

Dewees Museum until Thanksgiving 1995. Following that date, it will be placed 
in other areas of the building. 

Hours from September 1st to December 1st will be by appointment. Call the 
Curator, Dr. John C. Shetler, (610) 489-2624). 

The December exhibit in the Muhlenberg Room will be Rare Books and will 
include books related to the Muhlenberg Family. 

Property Committee Report 
Fire Extinguishers: The insurance inspection requires that fire extinguishers be 
placed in the Dewees Tavern headquarters and museum. It is estimated that the 
cost will be approximately $360. We encourage individuals or organizations to take 
covering the cost as a special gift or project. 
New Roof Needed: The wood shingle roof on the Dewees Tavern building needs to 
be replaced. Estimates are being obtained on the cost and it is expected that the 
work may be done in the fall. This also may be the object of someone's charitable 
gift. William H. Clement, Chairperson 



CALENDAR 1995 

September 9 Muhlenberg House 
Auction and Flea Market 

September 17 Heritage Sunday 
Trappe/Collegeville/Evansburg 

Evansourg United 
Methodist Church 

November 1 1  
Annual Dinner Meeting 

Moorehead's 7:00 P.M .  

December 3 Open House 
Dewees Tavern Museum 

Heritage Sunday 
continued from page 1 

Chaplain Craver is a Fellow and 
Board Certified Chaplain in the 
College of Chaplains and Retired US 
Naval Officer. A Pastor of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA, Chaplain Craver is a graduate 
of Ohio State University, Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, and served a 
residency at Geisinger Medical 
Center, Danville, PA. He came to 
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C E R T I F I C A T E  0 F G I F T  

To help restore the Muhlenberg House, I/we enclose a check made payable to 
the IDSTORICAL SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, in the name of 

Slrul Town SlaU/7.ip Ttl. 

_$25 _$50 _$100 _$500 _$1,000 _OIMr 

Clip and mail to: Historical Society of Trappe 
P.O. Box 828 Collegeville, PA 19426 
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Pottstown from a position of Director 
of Pastoral Care and Guest Relations 
for the Southeastern Ohio Regional 
Medical Center. 

The residents of the Perkiomen 
Valley are invited to attend the 
Heritage Service at Evansburg United 
Methodist Church, Germantown Pike, 
in Evansburg. Following the service 
there will be refreshments and a 
fellowship hour. 

Library Hours by Appointment 
Please call: The Rev. R. D avid Koch 

(610) 495-7767 

Dr. Eileen Livingston Writes of Trappe Ancestors 
Johann Jacob (1679-1742) and Eva 

Rosina (1688- 1756) Schrack, my 5th great 
grandparents, were the first settlers of 
Trappe in 1717. They arrived in America 
from Germany with four children and had 
a total of ten children. At first a cave was 
their home, and it later became an inn 
called, ''The Trappe." J. Jacob Schrack 
was one of the original letter writers to 
Germany to plead for the services of a 
Lutheran minister, but he died early in 
1742 before Rev. Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg (Rev. HMM) arrived. 

One of their children, Catharina Schrack 
( 1726-1778), was married by Rev. HMM 
in 1753 to Hugh Bradford (?-1756), an 
"Englishman." Unfortunately, Hugh died 
three years later in 1756, leaving two sons, 
Samuel and John, and debts which exceed 
his estate. His property was sold in 1759 
and guardians appointed for the two boys. 

Catharina and her two sons probably 
moved in with her relatives in Trappe. 
Her mother, Eva Rosina, also died in 
1756 so that was two tragic losses for 
Catharina in less than a year. Catharina 
Schrack Bradford died in 1778 in a very 
melancholy state. In 1779, the Providence 
Effective Supply Tax List shows Samuel 
Bradford living with the widow of Jacob 

Schrack and John Bradford living with 
Christian Schrack, brothers of Catharina. 

Samuel and John both served in the 
Revolutionary War. Samuel was a shoe
maker and as early as 1778 was doing odd 
jobs for Rev. HMM who in 1777 was 
living on Main Street in the present 
"Muhlenberg House." About 1782, 
Samuel occupied the adjoining cottage of 
Rev. HMM and continued as a shoemaker 
and handyman for Rev. HMM. 

Anna Maria (Mary) ( 1762-1840), daugh
ter of schoolmaster Philip Leber/Lower/ 
Laver, worked from 1781 to 1783 as the 
housemaid for the Muhlenberg's, having 
done odd jobs for them as a young girl. 
She and Samuel Bradford were married 
by Rev. HMM in May 1783. He gave 
them a dinner party in his house to which 
twenty-three people came and Frederick 
Muhlenberg was the toastmaster. In 1784 
and 1786, a son, Samuel, and a daughter, 
Catharina, were born in the adjoining 
cottage and were baptized by Rev. HMM. 

In 1786, Samuel and Mary Bradford 
moved out of the cottage and into their 
own home where, after Samuel died in 
1802, she continued to live until her death 
in 1840. This property is located at 708 
Borough Line Drive. Mary's seven 

children, in 1802, were between the ages 
of 18 to 2: Samuel (1784-1853) (my ances
tor), a shoemaker, married Catharina 
Stillwagon; C. Deborah (1786-1832) 
married Edward Thompson; Henry 
(1788-1831), a miller, married Catharina; 
Mary Ann (1790-1829) married Samuel 
Wenner; Hezekiah (1791-1867), a farmer, 
married Sarah Lehman; Benaiah ( 1794-
1861 ), a weaver, married Elizabeth; 
Isaiah (1799-1858), a carpenter, married 
Sarah Wismer. 

My ancestors, Samuel and Catharina 
Stillwagon Bradford, appeared in the 1830 
census in Union County, PA, and in 1840 
and 1850 in Clearfield County, PA, where 
Samuel died in 1853. 

The tombstones of many ancestors of the 
family are visible in the Augustus 
Lutheran Church cemetery, but some 
graves are unmarked. It is wonderful to 
be able to visit the old Church and see it 
as my ancestors must have seen it as they 
lived out their lives in Trappe. 

Editor's Note: Dr. Livingston accompanied the 
people of Trappe on the Pilgrimage to Einheck 
last June. She has visited the Muhlenberg 
House and the excavations which reveal the 
foundations of the cottage where her ancestors 
lived. She is a member of the Historical Society. 
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Refreshments •!• Baked Goods 

Quilt Raffle •!• Collectibles 

Antiques •!• Treasures 
•!• and More! 


