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See Life in 1 777 on Heritage Sunday 
Come on Heritage Sunday, September 1 4th, to the 
Henry Muhlenberg House in Trappe from I :00 to 
4 :00pm to see what l ife was like in the Perkiomen 
Val ley at the found ing of our nation. On this 226th 
Anniversary of Washington' s  Army cam ping in 
Trappe and the Providence area, the making of the 
materials used in everyday l ife will  be demonstrated 
by many craftpersons as the local residents did in 
1 777. The President of The Historical Society, The 
Rev. Dr. Herbert H .  Michel, w ill be present to greet 
visitors. The H i storian and Director of Museums, 
Dr. John C. Shetler, wi l l  be avai lable to answer 
questions about events of the army in Trappe. 

The craftpersons, assembled by Dr. Ivan W. Hess, 
inc lude the fol lowing:  

Pau la Brown 

Peg Deegan 

Joan DiMaria 

Karen Dougherty 
.. Irene Ferguson 

Lewis H i l l  

Courtenay & A l ison Hess 

Erich Hess 

Ruth Konrad 

Bonnie Neiman 

Christine Pennock 
C indy Pierson 

J udy Taylor 

George Vinter 

Linda Wiemusz 

Spinning 

Basket Weaving 
Quilting - Tin Punching 

Outside Cooking 
Cord i ng 

Blacksmith 

Candle Dipping 

Sauerkraut Making 

Spinning-Weaving-Dyeing 

Beekeeping 
Call igraphy 

Spinn ing 

Dried H erbs 

Games and Toys 

Clear Toy Suckers 

Refreshments will be prov ided in the Visitor's 
Center by the Hostess Committee, M rs. Beverly 
Spaid, Chairperson. Mrs .  Thelma Hess wi l l  have 
post cards, candles, note cards, and other mementos 
available for sale in the Visitor's Center. 

Both the Henry Muhlenberg House and the 
Dewees Museum will be open with docents to 
provide you with pertinent information. Heritage 
Sunday will be observed rain  or shine. On exhibit 
wil l  be two items from the Continental Anny 
encampment in Trappe and excavated with in a short 
distance from our two museums. See if you can find 
both of them . Please tel l your friends about Heritage 
Sunday and invite them to attend. •!• 

The President's Message 

Dear Friends: 

In this issue you will see an article regarding the new 
Historical Society "Endowment Fund. " The Board of 
Directors, in consultation with our attorney, has established 
a new Endowment Fund to help our Society grow for the 
future needs of our organization. 

In this issue you will also see how you can contribute as 
an individual contributor in remembering the Society in 
your will. 

Our future goals are to establish funds that will help 
establish an Executive Director as well as the ongoing 
support of the Henry Muhlenberg House and other areas the 
Board may direct. 

Our Summer thus far has been good with visitors each 
week at both the Henry Muhlenberg House and the Dewees 
Museum. We do need more docents, so ifyou are interested, 
please call the Society office on Tuesday or Thursday 
mornings, 610-489- 7560. 

Have a good Summer. I hope to see you all on Heritage 
Sunday, September I 4th, 1 :00-4:00pm, and at our annual 
Veteran 's Day Dinner Meeting November 1 1th, 7:00pm at 
Moorehead Catering. 

. .!/: Sincerely, 1/( 
� �  
Dr. Herbert H Michel, 4 

President 

Pennanent Endowment Fund Established 
After a year of study, the Board of Directors at its July 29th meeting 
established a Permanent Endowment Fund to be implemented by the end 
of the year. There has been growing sentiment that the Society should 
have an endowment, the principal of which could not be spent but held 
in perpetuity for the ongoing work of the two museums. The income of 
interest and div idends could be used for care of build ings or an 
executive director. 

The m useums are growing through the contributions of artifacts by 
friends and residents of the Perkiomen Val ley and from other states, 

(continued on page 3) 



From The Journals of 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 

1 777 

September 1 9, Friday. This afternoon my son 
Heinrich came from Philadelphia to put his 
family at rest. After my weak prayer I drew the 
verse (page 1 83), "Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ," etc. 
At midnight a regiment camped on the street in 
front of my house. Some vegetables and chickens 
were taken, and a man with a flint came to my 
chamber, demanded bread, etc. 

September 20, Saturday. Early in the morning 
I drew the verse, page 3 1 8, "And he shal l redeem 
Israel from all  his iniquities" (Psalm 1 3 0 :8). The 
marauders who are following the American army 
are sti l l  stopping in to complain of hunger and 
thirst, etc. Isaiah 5 8  may also be applied here in 
the sense, "Is  it not to deal thy bread to the 
hungry?" The two armies are near each other, 
the American on this s ide of the Schu lkiel and 
the British on the other. Our weak vessels baked 
bread twice today and shared what l ittle there was 
with the sick and wretched [D: without charge] . 
In the evening a nursemaid came with three 
English chi ldren of a prom inent family 
which is fleeing from Philadelphia. Since night 
had fallen, they could not go on and pleaded to be 
put up; we took them in an gave them such ac
commodation as we had. "G iven to hospitality," 
Romans 1 2 : 1 3 ,  especially toward l ittle children 
who are as angels.  There were also two Negroes, 

servants of the English fam ily. They secretly 
wished that the British army might win, for then 
al l  Negro slaves wi l l  gain their freedom. It is 
said that this sentiment is almost universal 
among the Negroes in America. 

September 2 1 ,  Sunday. We were not disturbed 
last night, but were preserved by God's  gracious 
shield and protection. Yesterday Mag[ister] Streit 
took leave of us and rode to the army. This 
morning my son Heinrich went to the Reformed 
church to conduct divine service there because 
the Reformed pastor had requested several weeks 
ago that we take care of his service today. The 
verse I drew this morning is, "Though he be not 
far from every one of us,'" etc. Today I baptized 
Maria, child of Johannes Rayer and his wife 
Catharina. Sponsors were Maria Kugler, un
married, and the parents of the child. 

Group Tours (4 persons minimum) 

Tours for Henry Muhlenberg House and Dewees 

Museum must be scheduled in advance. A con
tribution of S2. 00 per person per museum is 
suggested to help with maintenance costs and the 
work of the museums. 

For reservations, call Dr. John C Shetler, Museum 
Director/Historian (610-489-2624). 

See 18th Century Exhibitfroni Berman Museu1n 
Pastor Henry Muhlenberg arrived from Germany in 1 742. He and his family 
l ived in the manner of the German immigrants of the day. Have you wondered 
what kind of furniture and household equipment they used in their time? 

More than 200 artifacts from the Pennsylvania 
German Collection have been lent to the 
Historical Society by the Berman Museum of 
Ursinus College. They wil l  be on exhibit until 
December. 

Heritage Sunday provides a good opportunity 
to study them and become better acquainted 

with how the 

M1111lenberg House, Parlor 
Photograph by Jim Roese 

early sett lers 
1 ived at the time 
of the founding 
of our nation . 

The exhibit 
was curated by 
guest student 
curator of the 

M11hlenberg House, Upstairs Bedroom 
B e r m a n Photograph by Jim Roese 

Museum, Lisa 
Minardi, who is a member of the Senor Class at 
Ursinus. Working with Dr. John C. Shetler, 
Historical Society Museum Director, the exhibit 
has been coordinated with many 1 8th century 
artifacts, inc luding Muhlenberg family pieces 
owned by the Society. •!• 

Still Tinie to Help with the Walk 
We expect the on-grade walk at the west end of the Dewees 
Museum to be completed by Labor Day. We also need to 
create two short ramps for two doorways in the west end of 
the Dewees Museum. 

It will cost significant dol lars to do this work, in addition 
to the outside walk. Please use the gift cert ificate provided below. The names 
of donors will be included in the recognition booklet when the work is 
completed. 

We appreciate your help in this important project. Both museums will then 
be access ible to everyone. •!• 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1  
I C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T  I 
I for DEWEES NEW ENTRANCE WALK AND INTERIOR RAMPS I 
I I 
I Enclosed is a check made payable to The Historical Society. 
I In the Name of: ------------------------
! 
I In Memory of: 

I 
I 

Street 

I ������������������������-
City State Zip Tel. 

I 
I 0 $25 0 $50 0 $100 0 $500 0 $1 ,000 0 Other 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I Clip and Mail to: The Historical Society P.O. Box 26708 
I 

CollegeYille PA 19426-0708 1 
I 



Become a Volunteer! 
I am interested in discussing the following: 

D Becoming Volunteer D I have no experience 
D Becoming a l\luseum Docent 0 I have the following experience: _____ _ 

Name: _________________ Tel No. _______ _ 

Address: 

Mail to: Voluntee r - The Historical Society P.O. Box 26708 Collegeville PA 19426-0708 I 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � 

Pernianent Endowment Fund Established 
(continuedji-om page I) 

inc luding members of the Muhlenberg fami ly. The number of tour groups 
from out of town has increased in the last two years. The Henry Muhlenberg 
House restoration was completed in 1 998 and maintenance now begins.  The 
general work has increased beyond what the volunteers wi l l  be able to prov ide. 
It i s  important to plan now for th is increased growth. 

During this past year, the F inance Committee has studied the possibil ities 
with James L. Ho ll inger, Esquire. It wil l  be poss ible to give a gift to the 
endowment and restrict the principal amount from expenditure in a permanent 
trust with the income from interest or dividends to be used for an area of 
support the Board determ ines or which the donor desires to support. A gift 
may be in cash or in securities during one 's l ifet ime or as a bequest by wil l .  
This wi ll make it possible to g ive a gift that always wi l l  cont inue to give for 
long years in  the future. 

This Fall, President Herbert H. Michel wi l l  be announcing the method for 
enabl ing gifts for the endowment. Appointments wi l l  be possible .  The proper 
legal instruments (printed forms) wi l l be avai lable which wi l l  describe the gift 
or bequest in  the proper language which will secure your gift to faithfully 
produce income in your name for years to come. •!• 

Military Collection Continues to Grow 

A member has contributed several antique guns from past wars. The firing 
pins have been removed for safety. If  anyone can contribute a case for them, 
please contact Dr. John C. Shetler, Director of Museums. 

The m i litary exhibit at the Dewees Museum is not planned to glorify war, 
but in a real istic manner pay tribute to the men and women who have served 
in our nation's  wars and risked thei r  l ives for the safety of everyone. •!• 

Pennsylvania Folklife Magazines For Sale 
Sixty-five d i fferent issues of th is out-of-print magazine that deals with many 
d ifferent aspects of past history have been shared with The Historical Society 
by the Berman Museum . They are for sale at $4.00 each. You may buy them 
at either museum as well  as on Heritage Sunday. •!• 

The Histonca/ Society of Trappe. Collegenlle. Perkiomen J 'alley. Inc . .  1s a Pe1111syfra111a 11011profit 
corporation. o 501 (c)(3) e.lempt orga11iration under the U S. Internal Rel"enue Code, a11d 1s registered 11 11/J 
1he Pennsylvania Departmem of S1are, Bureau of Charitable Orgam=ations. 

The official registronon andfinancwl mformatron of The Historical Soc1ery of Troppe, College>·ille. 

Perkiomen Valley, Inc . . may be obtained from rlre Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, 
within Pennsyfrania, 1-800-7 32-0999 Registration does not imply endorsement 

Contributions to The Historical Society ofTrappe, Col legev1l le, Perkiomen Val ley, Inc are tax deductible 
to the extent allo"ed by law. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP: 2003 
I 
I 
I �  

Have You Paid Your Dues? 

I __ Regular @ $ I  0.00 

I Student @ $2.00 
I Schrack 
I Life 

@ $ 1 5.00 

@ $ 1 00.00 , --: Name: --------------

1 Address: _____ ________ _ 

I 
I 
I Tel No. 
I 
-�����������-

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Checks Payable to. The Historical Society 

Mail to. Richard Holcombe 
P.O. Box 26806 
Collegevi l le. PA 1 9426-0806 

L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  

C · A · L · E · N · D · A · R 2003 

Sept 7 Both Museums Open I :30 - 4 :00pm 
(Closed Labor Day Weekend) 

Sept 1 4  Heritage Sunday I :00 - 4:00pm 
226th Ann iversary of 

Continental Army in Trappe 
Craft Demonstrations: 

1 8th Century Craftpersons -
Re-enactments at Muhlenberg House 

Tours: Muhlenberg House 
and Dewees Museum 

Sept 2 1  Open by Appointment 
- Dec 7 (4-person m in imum) 

Nov 1 1  Veteran 's Day D inner 
M oorehead's Catering 7 :00pm 

Dec 7 Both Museums Open I :30-4:00pm 

V is it by Pastor Muhlenberg 

Dec 1 4  Both M useums Open I :3 0-4:00pm 

Dec 1 4  - Open by Appointment 
May 30 (4-person m in imum) 

Hen[) Muhlenberg House Dewees Mnscum 
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