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Join In The Advance For 1991 
The year 1991 is an important 

year of advance in program and 
work for the Historical Society of 
Trappe and the Perkiomen Val
ley. As the nation celebrates the 
Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights 
we have a unique interest and 
we will also celebrate. Only 
Trappe with the Perkiomen Val
ley can say, "The Speaker of the 
House, Frederick Muhlenberg, 
whose signature was first on the 
Bill of Rights when it went to the 
states for ratification was one of 
our local citizens." 

We are confident thai you will 
want to be a member of the 
Historical Society in this anni
ver�ary year. We invite those 
who are not members to join and 
others to renew their member.
ships. A form for membership is 

Ross 
Bequest Received 

The Historical Society recently 
received a bequest from the 
estate of Mrs. Elizabeth (Betsy) 
Ross in the amount of $5,000 to 
be memorial endowment for the 
Seymour Ross Memorial Library 
by his _wi(e Elizabeth. 

For many years Betsy was a 
member of the Board of Direc
tors and Chairperson of the 
Library Committee. She gave an 
annual gift to establish the 
memorial library. We express 
our appreciation to the family. 

enclosed with this newsletter. 
We shall be happy to have 
members from throughout the 
country. . 

Please read the exciting report 
of Restoration Architect, John 
Milner, in this issue. It is our 
target in 1991 to stabilize the 
first floor structure (cellar beams 
and joists) by the end of the 
year. We expect that many of the 
original floor boards on which 
the Muhlenbergs walked are still 
usable. You will hear more about 
this later. The spring opportunity 
for you to provide a gift for the 
restoration will be announced 
sp�m. 

Also this spring Restoration 
Architect, John Milner, through 

the auspices of the Historical 
Society will offer to the public a 
presentation on how to identify 
and restore old houses and other 
�tructures. The date, place and 
.ime are announced within. 

Please reserve Friday, June 14 
for the annual Flag Day Dinner 
when Mr. Milner will give a 
visual presentation of "Latest 
Discoveries at the Muhlenberg 
House." 

We thank you for your past 
contribution and interest and 
look forward to having you join 
with us in the great year. 

Sincerely 

John C. Shetler. President 

Milner Report Update 

On Muhlenberg Discoveries 
Arch\tect John Milner reports 

as of Feb. 12, 1991 on discov
eries of the fabric of the house 
from the Muhlenberg Period. � 

1. )The original house was 
constructed sometime in the 
1750's. When Muhlenberg ac
quired the property in the 
1770's, it was described as being 
about 20 years old. 

2.)Muhlenberg made minor 
;mprovements shortly after he 
purchased the property. 

3. )Minor alterations were 
made in the early nineteenth 
century (c.1820), durine: Muh-

lenberg family ownership. 
4. )A major change to the 

building occurred in the late 
1840's or early 1850's, including 
·aising of the roof approximately 

4' -0", removal of the 18th 

century stair and two fireplace 

stacks, replacement of the win

dow frames and surface applica

tion of new interior window and 

door trim. Later in the 19th 

century and early 20th century, 

the exterior porches were modi

fied and what is thought to have 

been an original summer kitchen 

was removed. 
•Please turn to page 2 



I Continued from page 1 

Milner Report Update 
On Muhlenberg Discoveries 

5.)ln spite of the!)e changes, 
our invest igations have indicated 
the following: 

a. The 18th century stone 
walls (including arched window 
and door openings) have re
mained largely intact. 

b. The original first, second 
and at t ic floor framing has 
remained approximately 95 per
cent intact , with the 18th century 
framed openings. 

c. The 18th century f1001 
plan has remained largely intact 
(including partitions and door 
openings). 

d. Approximately 60 percent 
of the original clay/lime/straw 
paling between the first floor 
framing members has remained 
intact. 

e. The 18th centery fireplace 
and 5-plate iron stove founda
tions are intact. 

f. Original doors and wood 
trim have survived in the house, Dewees Museum 

Opens June 16th 

reused in various locations, pro
viding definit ive evidence of 
molding profile, wrought iron 
hardware styles and shapes, and 
paint color chronology. Architec
tural evidence will make it 
possible to reinstall these mill
work features in their original 
locations. 

g. A significant amount oi 
18th century pine flooring has 
remained int act (under lat er 
layers) on the first and second 
floors. 

h. Clear architectural evid-
en ce of t he configurat ion of 
missing original fireplaces and 
stairway has survived. 

i. There is clear evidence 
indicating the existence of a 
original pent roof across the 
exterior elevation. 

j. A significant amount ot 
18th and 19th century interior 
plaster surfaces survives, provid
ing excellent information of paint 

and wallpaper chronologies. 
k. We are now investigating 

the possibility t hat t he 18th 
century roof framing system was 
raised intact during the mid
ninet eenth cent ury modifica
tions. 

1. Given that t he grade was 
apparently raised over t ime (in
stead of being lowered), there is 
significant potential for t he sur
vival of important archeological 
resources. 

In summary, I am very confi
dent that an accurate restoration· 
of the Muhlenberg House can be 
accomplished, conserving a sig
nificant amount of original 18th 
century archit ect ural fabric. 
Clear evidence exists for the 
configuration of missing original 
features, affording the opportun
ity for reconstruction with rela
tively little conjecture. 

Good Wishes For Recovery 

It you would be 11nerested !n Ivlrs. Esther Keller, our histor- �ketch in this issue and trust she 
serving as a museum guide, ian, curator and librarian, re- will soon be able to resume her 
please contact Mrs. Charlott e  cently underwent an operation writing. We give Mrs. Keller our 
Rosser 287-0251. The museum and i!) recuperating at home, 19 good wishes for a speedy recov-
will be open from 1 :30 to 4:00 on Circle Drive, Norristown, 19401. 'ry. 
Sundays from June 16t h. t o  We miss Mrs. Keller's historical 
sep��l11.5.!"a..c::o=:o ........ _ Restore & Preserve The Muhlenberg House=------=-...,., 

CERTIFICATE OF GIFT 

To help preserve and restore the Muhlenberg House, I/We 
enclose a check for $ _______ t o  t he HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY OF TRAPPE, in the name of _________ _ 

Street Town State/Zip Tel. 
I H'isli to disrnss with you the possibility of a larger gift 0 
Yuu hctl'e my permission to publish my name as a donor. 

ll'itlwut w1 amount: YesO NoO 
Clip and mail to: Historical Society of Trappe 

P.O. Box 828, Collegeville, PA 19426 
A receipt will be sent to you in the mail. 

--------------------------�---------------------�� 



-In Memoriam- Milner Study Begins Second Phase 
The Society at the last meeting 

of the Board of Directors noteu 
with respect, appreciation and 
rndness the death of Mrs. 
Kathryn (Myers) Hess on Febru· 
ary 23, 1991 at age 73. Mrs. 
Hess was the wife of Dr. Ivan W. 
Hess, our Second Vice President 

and Chairman of the Fund 
Raising Committee of the Muhl
enberg Committee. The funeral 
service was in Augustus Luthe
ran Church, Trappe where the 
family are members and the 
burial was in Augustus Ceme
tery. 

Mrs. Hess was generous with 
her gifts to the society which 
benefitted the Dewees Tavern 
(society headquarters) and the 
Muhlenberg House. She partici
pated in annual meeting�. open 
liouse celebrations and served as 
interim treasurer of the Muhlen
berg Committee during the ill
ness of treasurer, Mrs. Clara 
Gensler. 

We extend our sympathy and 
concern to Dr. Hess and mem
bers of the family. We express 
our appreciation for her life and 
her generous service to the 
community. We are confident 
that the risen Christ whom she 
so faithfully followed and in 
whom she believed will grant her 
the gift of eternal life. 

- Notice Of Annual Dues -

Enclosed in this newsletter is the 
annual dues notice for all members. In 
an effort to save postage, we have 
enclosed the notice with our Spring 

newsletter. 
* * * 

Trappe Chronicle 

Mr. John Milner, restoration 
architect has begun his second 
phase of research into the 18th 
century fabric of the house with 
a new team of graduate students 
from Graduate Group In Historic 
Preservation, Graduate School 
Of Fine Arts of the University of 
Pennsylvania. The 1991 team 
includes Joan Brierton, Lisa 
DiChiera, Mark Isaksan, Sarah 
Korjeff and Paula Sagerman. 

From Feb. 2nd to April 20th 
the team will be removing 
further 19th century material 
from the interior of the house to 
uncover the window and door 
trim, flooring, joists, beams and 
wall locations of the Muhlenberg 
period in the 1700's. 

It was thrilling to see the 
excitement of Mr. Milner and 
the team when they discovered 

Historical Society 

Quilters Report 

Mrs. Anne Schrack reports 
that the Historical Society Quilt
ers who meet every Monday at 
Augustus Lutheran Church in 
1990 earned $1, 020 which was 
divided among the Historical 
Society Roof Fund, the Muhlen
berg House and Meals on 
Wheels. 

The quilters accept quilts that 
are already pieced and do the 

actual fine stitch work of the 
quilting process. Four quilts are 
on backorder. Persons having 
the quilts that they would like to 

Ncll'�le11er uf tlie have quilted may contact Mrs. 
Trappe Histurical Suciety Schrack at 48Q-4872. 

John Shetler, Editor The Society thanks these loyal 
James Stewart, Managing Editor women who practice this skilled 

2raft and support the Historical 

the original trim of the doorway 
from the front hall into the south 
front room. The trim material 
had been turned over and used 
as nailers under the later door 
trim of the middle 1800's. The 
shaping of the trim was done by 
hand planes. Paint colors are still 
visible and the shadows of 
hardware can be seen. More 
exciting was the fact that when 
the pieces were put together 
they fit into one combination for 
the doorway and also fit with the 
1 8th century door now on the 3rd 
floor even down to the markings 
of the hinges and latch. 

An additional report will be 
given in the next newsletter. 

by J.C. Shetler 

lWddle F.Mt War 

Veteran Nam� Sought 

Our Board of Directors at its 
last meeting voted compile a list 
of all men and women of Trappe 
and the Perkiomen Valley who 
served in the Middle East War 
on 1991. The Society wants to 
assemble this record so that in 
the future persons doing re
search may find their needed 
information in our archives. 

Send name, rank, branch of 
service and position along with 
dates and location of service. 
Also give U.S.A. address and the 
names of members of immediate 
family. 

Please send to the Historical 
Society of Trappe, P.O. Box 828, 
Collegevile, Pa. 19426. 
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SECRETS 

of 

RESTORING TREASURED OID HOUSES 

and 

Other Ancient Buildings 

An Educational Presentation 

by 

John Milner, A.I.A. 
Sponsored by the Muhlenberg Committee, Historical Society of 

Trappe and the Perkiomen Valley 

Mr. Milner recently restored the oldest house on Nantucket Island and the 
Peter Wentz Farm at· Worcester. He teaches the Graduate Group in Historic 
Pr(•servation, the Graduate School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania. 

H vou have every wondered how to learn the secrets about the nature of the 
old house where y�u live or are just curious about old buildings we urge you 
'" 'lltt•nd lhio.; informative and interesting presentation. 

Tuesday, May 21, 1991 - 7:30 P.M. 

Augustus lntheran Church, Fellowship Hall, Main Street at Seventh Ave, 
Trappe. Pa. 

'llwre will not he a charge for this educational event, but we shall 
a1>pr('ciat(• a contribution of $5.00 per person -to cover expenses and provide 
for the work of the committee. 

Pli·ase return this registration form to the Muhlenberg Committee 
P.O. Box 828, Collegeville, Pa. 19426. 

l'll•ai.e register me tor the educational event "Secrets of Restoring Old 
llousl'"·'' 

I am enclo�ing $ to cover costs of the Committ.t-e' s work. 
�amc· 
Address 

Zip ------ Telephont• ------------
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