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Colonial Crafters Come to Trappe 

It is that time of year when the grounds of the Henry 
Muhlenberg House come alive with colonial crafters. Thi s  
Heritage Day we w i l l  be commemorating the 23 l st 
Anniversary o f  Washi ngton's Army encampment in Trappe 

fol lowing the Battle of Brandywine. 
As in the past, artisans will demonstrate the crafts of our 

nation's found ing mothers and fathers. Among the crafters 
will be a blacksmith, fraktur artist, toy m aker, lace maker, 
paper maker, tape maker, and many more. 

Make sure the children of your family and friends know 
about the event, as they will  enjoy a new addition to our 
program-Tucker Tales Puppet Theater w i l l  perform at 
1 1  :OOam. and 2 : 00pm . Children will also be able to make 
a lavender sachet, design a colonial U.S. Flag, and other 
treasures they can take home. 

Don't  forget to take a chance to win our first prize, an 
American Girl™ Colonial Doll, Felicity; second prize a $75 
Target Gift Card; or third prize two Fel icity outfits. Raffle 
tickets, $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00, can be purchased 
anytime. Draw ing wi l l be he ld during the Henry 
Muhlenberg House Candlel ight Tour December 7th. 

Please join us on Saturday, September 
20th, from l O: OOam to 4:30pm. The $2 .00 

• per person donat ion to the event and raffle 
proceeds benefit maintenance of this historic 
site. Or, as a member, you can volunteer that 

.. 

day. We can always use help with setting up, staffing tables, 
or helping with the children's activities. 

Bring your family, friends, and neighbors on Saturday, 
September 20th, and they will learn what you already 
know-that our volunteers are dedicated to sharing our 
area' s rich history. •!• 

Homecoming 

This Summer marks the Tenth Anniversary of the 
Dedication of our completely restored Henry Melchior 
Muhleberg House at 201  West Main Street in Trappe. The 
project began in 1 989 when the visionary leadership of The 
Society seized upon the opportunity to purchase and 
preserve this excellent example of colon ial architecture, and 
residence of a patriarch of our young nation and his fam ily, 
for future generations. 

There are far too m any people who played a role in 
making this dream a real ity through their faithfulness, hard 
work, and financial support to mention here. We are hoping 

. . .  continued on page 3 

Striking The Right Chord . . .  

If you are a musician, your ear tells you when that happens. For us 

less gifted there's still something inside that vibrates harmonically 

when a particular plan just seems to be the right thing at the right 
time. It's "music to one's ears"; which is my segue into applauding 
everyone who had something to do with creating our excellent Flag 

Day Dinner celebration. Following an excellent meal we were 

treated to the inspiring music of the "Trappe Troupe." It was a 
perfect way to kick off our summer exhibits in the Dewees Museum 
that focus on music and politics. One of the exciting things not 

readily apparent when you view the exhibits is how our members and 
friends responded to our appeal for memorabi lia. Elsewhere in this 
issue (page 4) one of our faithful Docents and Board members has a 

special invitation to stop by The Tavern and have a look for 
yourselves. You' ll also want to see the recently acquired portative 
organ that now resides in the Henry Muhlenberg House. 

Did you know that this summer marks the Tenth Anniversary of 
the dedication and opening of the Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 
House? In a separate article (see "Homecoming," page l )  I try to 
detail some of my hopes for the special open house we have planned 
for the day in conjunction with our annual Heritage Day on 
September 20th. Suffice it to say here that there will  be no formal 
speeches. Instead, we're hoping that many of the people who made 
that dream a reality wil l  share their experiences and, in the process, 
pay a special tribute to their partners who have passed from our 
midst. Dr. John Gottschall, builder of the organ, will be on hand to 

play and encourage others to strike a chord or two as well. 
Heritage Day continues to be a "work in progress" as its co

ordinators, Janice McDermott and Dona McDermott, continue to 
come up with more ideas to make this event very special. For those 
new to The Society, this activity-filled day, highlighting crafts and 
other activities reminiscent of l ife in the colonial period, was initiated 
to coincide as closely as possible with the day that General George 
Washington led the troops from the Battle of Brandywine to a 
crossing of the Schuylkill River at Parkersford and encampment 
along the road between Trappe and Evans burg in 1 777. 

The last issue of The Chronicle contained information regarding 
our Annual Membership Drive. Your donation in any amount is 
deeply appreciated by our Board of Directors and myself as your 
vote of support of The Society's ongoing efforts to preserve the rich 
history of the communities we serve. We've been doing that for over 
four decades with dedication to enriching the lives of old residents 
and new by providing opportunities to experience their roots in 
visible and tangible ways. This is a mission we hope to maintain for 
years to come with a continually increasing cadre of faithful and 
involved supporters and volunteers. 

With this lofty goal before us, I continue to be your partner in 
preservation and education, 

\Zl.2, Q . "\-.,_Ql_ 

Rev. Bob Meschke, President 



Refuge from the War . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  b) The Rev. Judith A. Meier, Society Historian 

We usually associate the Henry Melchior Muhlenberg House with 

the fall of 1 777 and winter and spring of 1 778. when fighting men, 

both American and British, marched along the local roads, waded 
across the Schuylkill River, camped around the house and church, 

and questioned the loyalty of old Father Muhlenberg, tom between 

the Prince of Peace and his own son, Gen. Peter M uhlenberg. 

B ut the year 1 776 held much significance for the Muhlenberg 

House as it became a house of refuge for pastors and family 

members fleeing the ravages of the war in New York and 

Phi ladelphia. 

As "wars and rumors of wars" increased in 1 775, Muhlenberg 

wished that he still owned his old home in Trappe. But as luck 

would have it, he found a notice in an English newspaper for the sale 
of a large two-story stone dwelling with four rooms on the lower 

floor and four on the upper, with a one-story stone house and 

workshop adj oining, two draw-wells, a large stable and barn, all on 
seven or eight acres laid out with orchards and vegetable gardens. 

The location was ideal -near a strong Lutheran congregation, not 

too close to the city or the Indian frontier, and not outrageously 

expensive because it had been allowed by its last owner to become 
run-down. So Father Muhlenberg gathered up the necessary money 

from relatives and in-laws and made the purchase on January 1 ,  

1 776. 

The Muhlenbergs couldn't move in  right away; the tenants 
wouldn't get out for a couple months. But in mid-March he was 
able to get into the house, assess the s ituation, and hire some locals 

to give it a good scrubbing and some much needed repairs. Imagine 

the sight when the joiner put in 38 windowpanes ! Or the day 
Muhlenberg burned out the chimneys in the big house. The 
neighbors' help was recompensed by a treat of good wine when they 

wouldn't accept money. 

The old pastor spent his days in the empty house and bunked out 

at an old friend's each night. To quote the good pfarrer, "One 
neighbor lent me a massive table, another a chair, a third plucked a 

few feathers from his goose for writing quills, a fourth lent me ink 

and paper so that I could do some writing in case I had to, a fifth lent 
me an ax and fire tongs, etc., so that I enjoyed more convenience 

than the proud Diogenes Laertius in his tub." And then there was 

the outside work: pruning two hundred fruit trees and chopping and 

splitting firewood. One bitterly cold Sunday he led worship in the 

old Trappe Church and played Lenten hymns on the organ. That 

was the same organ that the next year rowdy British soldiers would 

desecrate. 

Muhlenberg discovered that a cold empty house had its 

advantages. "Inasmuch as there was only one borrowed chair in the 

large house, and only one person could sit down, this prevented the 

visits from lasting very long." 

Conditions in New York City, where son Friedrich Muhlenberg 

was pastoring, had become much too dangerous for his wife and 

children, so they found refuge with her parents in Philadelphia, 

where she soon gave birth to their third child. Another son, 

Heinrich, and his wife were expecting, and son-in-law Johann 
Christophe Kuntz and wife were also expecting, prompting the old 

man to commit himself to the effort of establishing a new household 

in  the Trappe house suffering from being "uninhabited and uncared 

for, in need ofrepair, and requiring reconstruction." 

When spring came the Muhlenberg family began sending 

wagonloads of household goods, trunks of clothing, old and new 

manuscripts, letters. and other such stuff to the house. By July 1 1  

Pastor and Mrs Muhlenberg ("my sick wife") and their young 

daughter moved into the house in Providence. Martin Brook"s 

Negro was enl isted to drive the wagon back and forth from 

Philadelphia to Trappe, and other neighbors (those who hadn 't 

already been enlisted to fight the war) helped out where they could. 

In August Pastor Friedrich Muhlenberg, who had narrowly 

escaped from New York to Philadelphia, decided to take the whole 

family home to his parents. He left not only his home but his 

pastorate as well.  His father observed, "It is hard for young 

beginners when they suddenly lose their scanty support and are 

forced to flee with wife and little children, lose part of their 

necessary household furnishings, and finally have the rest of them 

smashed to pieces on the journey." 

In September Friedrich's horse disappeared from the garden and 

was later found about eight miles a way-probably an 1 8th century 

version of the '"joy ride," quite common when so many soldiers were 

marauding about. ··we immediately were put in mind to improve 

the stable and furnish it with a lock, as loss makes one more careful. 
It would have been a severe loss." 

In late October 1 776 Friedrich Muhlenberg's clavichord arrived 
from New York. He ··put it in order," and the family gathered about 
to cheer themselves with spiritual songs. 

Since the British occupation of New York and the total lack of 
empty pulpits had essentially rendered Friedrich Muhlenberg 

unemployable, he determined to establish a shop, some kind of a 
respectable business. His father-in-law promised to help him out 

financially through the winter until divine providence suggested a 
course of action for the young man. 

Refugees from Philadelphia continued to stream into the 
countryside, including the Rev. Heinrich Muhlenberg, Jr., and his 

in-laws. At this point Father Muhlenberg was at a loss as to where 

to lodge all these relatives. But then l isten to his musings, penned 

December 3 1 ,  1 776: 
"I concluded this year in my closet meditating upon my favorite 

hymn, which fits my own l ife, ' Ich armer Silnder komm zu dir mit 

demiltigen Hertzen, '  etc., I myself am old, weak, and infirm in body 

and mind, an unprofitable burden to the earth. I have a sick wife 

whose condition grieves me and weighs upon my mind. Around me 

in our dwelling I have a daughter not yet of age, a nurse for my 

wife, and a maidservant; in the adjoining apartments two sons' 

wives, four small grandchildren, a devout mother-in-law of one of 

my sons, and two maidservants, and in the adjoining cottage a 

female relative with four little children, a manservant and a 

maidservant, and off and on my two sons, Friedrich and Heinrich, 

whose families live at their own expense and provide their own 

maintenance. When they are all together, there are twenty-two souls 

under one roof, and in a neighboring cottage there is a family of 

nine souls who fled from Philadelphia with their beds and other 

household goods and live here at their own expense. And up to this 

time I have not been without secret uneasiness about attacks by 

roving bands since some of the British troops 

have been encamped only thirty English miles 

from Providence and they allow their light 

cavalry, hussars, and the like to roam about and 

their conduct is similar to that of the Cossacks 

who are fond of exercising their heroism upon 

the helpless and defenseless." 



The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley �1 S1 tor' S center 01 ff .._shop 
Henry Muhlenberg Visitor Center 2 0 1  W. Main Street Trappe 

Take time to visit our "new and improved " gift shop at the 

Muhlenberg Visitor 's Center! We have r�-thought, re

arranged, re-stocked, and are on our way to offering you 

a local alternative when you need a last-minute gift or an 

unusual item for the history-minded on your list. 

Help our 2008 fundraising effort by participating 

in our Raffle-you may be a winner just in time 

for Christmas-and you'll be helping the preser

vation of the Henry Muhlenberg House ! 

1st Prize: Felicity, American Girl's Colonial Doll 

2nd Prize: Target $75.00 Gift Card 

3rd Prize: 2 Felicity Outfits 

• Drawing December 71'1 • �!"' . . . . v. Muhlenberg House �l ·�, Candleliglit Tour 

$2.00 per ticket or 3 for $5.00 
.. .. 

Toys and Crafts for Children . . .  Colonial Home 
Accents . . . N otecards . . .  Artwork . . .  Books 

for all ages, soft cover and hardbacks, including: 

1001 Events That Made America 
1001 People That Made America 

George Washington and the General 's Dog* 
George Washington 's Breakfast 

Q&A Encyclopedia-The USA 
Yankee Doodle America-

The Spirit of 1 776 from A to Z 
The Flag We Love 

. . .  and more! 

*Reviewed by Mrs. Lownes !st grade class: "They loved the book 

and learned that G.W. had lots of animals and loved them too. His 
favorite dog traveled with him during the war. G.W. was a very 
kind man to return the enemy general's dog. This made G.W. 
famous and was popular all over the world. We recommend this 
book to learn more about G.W." 

If you or someone you know is seeking consignment 
opportunities for unique items, please call Linda 
Wiernusz at 610-489-8805. Items subject to approval . 
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Join us for a variety of bus trips . . .  

ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY Sunday, September 14 
Departure 9:00 a.m. Return 8:00 p.m. 
For less than the cost of3 gallons of gas, we're taking you to AC ! Come enjoy a day in the seaside city that is " Always Turned 
On." Now a modern resort, Atlantic City provides an ever-growing mix of attractions that offer something for everyone. Day 
and night, all year long, Atlantic City's got it-casinos, world-class entertainment, fine dining and shopping. Don't miss this 
opportunity! Only one bus has been reserved, so act quickly and reserve your spot. COST: $10.00 

CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA - HYDE PARK, NY Tuesday, September 23 
Departure 7:30 a.m. Return 1 0:00 p.m. 
Travel to the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park, NY. We will enjoy a scrumptious lunch in the American Bounty 
Dining Room followed by a student led tour of the world's premier culinary institute. Also, we will tour Val Kill, Eleanor 
Roosevelt's summer retreat. COST: $90.00 

YUENGLING TOUR AND STEAM TRAIN RIDE 
Departure 9:00 a.m. Return 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 2 1  

Enjoy a guided tour of the Yuengling Brewery followed by some beer sampling. Then we will head to the Dutch Kitchen in 
Frackville for a delicious family-style lunch. Next, we travel to the Pioneer Coal Mine and Steam Train in Ashland. There we 
will  tour an authentic anthracite coal mine and ride an old-fashioned narrow gauge steam train. COST: $65.00 

AMERICAN MUSIC THEATER CHRISTMAS SHOW Sunday, November 2 
Departure 1 0 :30 a.m. Return 7:00 p.m. 
Constantly compared to Radio City Music Hall, AMT's Christmas show is hailed as one of America's best. Enjoy a wide variety 
of secular and sacred Christmas songs and delight in comedy fun for kids aged I - 92, with a visit from Santa Claus himself. 
This is a show the whole family will enjoy. Also included is lunch at Hershey Farms Restaurant. COST: $85.00 

TROPICANA CASINO-TRANSPORTATION ONLY OR HOLIDAY SHOW PACKAGE Sunday, November 23 
Departure 9:00 a.m. Return 7:30 p.m. 
Enjoy a day in the city that is  always "turned on" with your choice of either: Transportation only (for $ I 0) or a package (for $30) 
that includes transportation, a ticket for the show, and $ I 0 from the casino. COST: $ 1 0.00 or $30.00 

RADIO CITY MUSIC SPECTACULAR 
Radio City Christmas Show in its 74th year will surely enchant and delight audiences of all ages. Before the show, you will have 
free time to explore the fine foods of New York City. Fees include transportation and admission to the show. Mark your 
calendar because we have superb lower level seats for your enjoyment. Only one bus has been reserved for each date, so act 
quickly to reserve your spot! 

Monday, December 1 

Showtime: 1 1  :00 a.m. 
Departure 7:30 a.m Return 7:00 p.m. 
COST: $95.00 

Saturday, December 13 

Showtime: 1 1  :00 a.m. 
Departure 7:30 a.m. Return 7:00 p.m. 
COST: $150.00 

Monday, December 8 
Showtime: 5 :00 p.m. 
Departure 1 0:00 a.m. Return 9:30 p.m. 
COST: $105.00 

NYC - Day On Your Own 
Saturday, December 6 

Departure 8:00 a.m. Return 8:00 p.m. 
COST: $40.00 

Departs from Upper Providence Township Building (1286 Black Rock Road) 

Return your registration form as soon as possible to ensure availability! 

Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley Bus Trip Registration Form 

Name ------------------------ Tel. No:------------

Address: ----------------------------------------

e-mail address 

0 Sept 14 Atlantic City ___ @ $10 per person 0 Dec 1 Radio City ___ @ $95 per person 
0 Sept 23 CIA ___ @ $90 per person 0 Dee s Radio City ___ @ $105 per person 
0 Oct 21  Yuengling ___ @ $65 per person 0 Dec 13 Radio City ___ @ $150 per person 
0 Nov 2 AMT Show ___ @ $85 per person 0 Dec 6 NYC ___ @ $40 per person 
0 Nov 23 Tropicana ___ @ $10 I $30 per person 

Checks Payable to: The Historical Society 

Mail to: Historical Society Bus Tour 

Total Amount of Check: $ ___ _ 

P.O. Box 26708 Collegeville, PA 19426-0708 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � 



Historic Site Dedicated 

In  a special Dedicatory Service on Sunday, July 6th, 
Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ in 
Collegeville affixed one of our H istoric Site 
Recognition plaques to their Church bui lding. This is 
a service your Society perfonns for organ izations and 
individual owners of historic structures as a means of 
recognizing and preserving the ri ch hi storical legacy of 
our community as manifested in its architecture. The 
complete historic record of each recognized site is 
archived and available to interested persons for 
research. 

You can view a photo collage ofother sites on display in the Dewees Museum. 
The placement of a plaque on a structure is meant to call attention to its history 
and i n  no way restricts the future use or modification of that building. For 
information on how you can go about having your historic site recognized 
contact The Society by phone or e-mai L •:• 

God Speed . . . Marie and John Shetler have been involved in the Society 

almost since its very beginning. Follow ing John's  tragic death i n  2005 the 
mantle fell upon Marie to carry forth the mission that they had embarked upon 
together. They nurtured their family in Trappe and imbued them with a deep 
sense of the richness of the l ife and history of the community in which they were 
growing up. 

Catherine Marie Shetler brings much to our lives as a member of the 
Museum Committee, coordinator of the "Swifters" who assure our bui ldings are 
always presentable to visitors, Board Member, chair of our Hospitality 
Committee, docent, and generous contributor of much of the legacy of 
knowledge and artifacts that she and 1 ohn had built up through the years. She is 
one of the "tum to" people when some of us neophytes need to learn some of the 
"history" of our historical society. 

Marie has been planning for some ti me to move from Trappe to the Quarryville 
Presbyterian Retirement Community in Lancaster County to be closer to her son, 
John, and his family. Her new address is :  527 Park Avenue, Apt. S409, 
Quarryville, PA 1 7566. You can reach her by phone at 7 1 7-786-5748. 

We also wish Mr. and Mrs. Joseph (Muriel) Ludwig well in their new 
surroundings at the Peter Becker Community. Long-time members of the 
Society, they have given much to our life together. You can contact them at 8 1 5  
Maplewood Drive, Apt. 1 57, Harleysville, PA 1 9438. Their new phone number 
is: 2 1 5-703-41 26. •:• 

' Homecoming (continued.from page 1) 

that the many who read this and remember will want to be present on Heritage 
Day for our Tenth Anniversary Homecoming Celebration to share your stories 
with visitors who may not be aware of all that went into this project that has 
since been featured i n  numerous architectural magazines and textbooks. 

If you haven't visited the house for awhile you will want to be sure to come 
and see what some of our members have done with donated furnishings and 
personal items from the colonial period and have a chance to hear our recently 
acquired Portative Organ. I look forward to greeting you . . . . Bob Meschke 

The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania non-profit 

corporation, a 501 ( c)(3 ), exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered 

with the Pennsylvania Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration 

and financial infonnation may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1-800-732-0999. 

Registration docs not imply endorsement. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,  
I 

Renew your Membership . . .  and invite and 
I 

I 
encourage friends and neighbors to join! 

I 
I 0 Student $ 1 0.00 

I 
I 0 Individual $25.00 

I 
I o Family $50.00 

I 

: 0 Supporting $ 1 00.00 - $249.00 

I 0 Patron $250.00 - $499 00 

I 
0 Sustaining $500.00 - $999.00 

I 
0 Benefactor $ I  000 00 and up 

I 
1

Name: _______________ _ 

I 
Address. ---------------

1 -���������������-

1����������������-

1 Tel No. --------------� 

I e-mail address: -------------

1 
I 

Checks Payable to: The Historical Society 

I Mail to· Richard Holcombe 

I 
The Historical Society 
P.O. Box 26708 . 

I Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708 

L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  
A Tree Grows in Trappe • • •  actually two Pagoda 
Dogwood trees that were donated to the Society by 
Dr. I van Hess and planted this past Spring by Erich 
Hess. One is to the left of the shed behind the 
garden and the other on the right side of the property 
between the Visitor's Center and our neighboring 
property. We are deeply appreciative to the Hess 
fami ly for these gifts presented on the Tenth Anni
versary of the restoration of the Henry Muhlenberg 
House and its beautiful landscape. 

This dogwood (shown here being admired by 
board member Linda Wiemusz portraying Anna 
Marie Muhlenberg) grows to a height of 1 0- 1 5 '  and 
a width of 1 0- 1 2 ' .  It is an excellent small tree that 
grows either as a single or multi-trunked specimen. 
General crown form is oval to round but it has a 
unique horizontally layered branching structure 
which accounts for its common name. It has 3 -4" 
flat clusters of small 
white flowers in Spring. 
Fruit, readily eaten by 
birds, are small blue
black berries that add 
considerable color i n  
Summer as they mature. 
Fall foliage is a deep 
burgundy. 

Next time you visit 
the Muhlenberg House 
please take a minute to 
admire these trees. •:• 
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Visit our website: 
www.trappehistoricalsociety.org 
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Come Visit Us . . . . . .  by Larry DiPiano 
Our Summer Season for the Dewees Museum and the Henry 
Muhlenberg House will  soon come to an end-please try to 
visit us to see both these historic buildings. 

At the Dewees Museum we change the display themes each 
year. This year the themes are Music and Presidential 
Elections. We have early musical instruments, radios, 
records, sheet music, etc. There is an old tabletop tube radio 
from the 30s on display as well as a wind-up phonograph, a 45 
RPM record player, and records from the 60s. We have a 
collection of B eatles music and memorabilia. Bring your 
children or grandchi ldren along-most of these items have 
never even been seen by people under 40! 

On display in the Tavern is a collection of presidential 
election buttons. We have a few that we cannot identify
perhaps someone can identify the mystery buttons for us. 

The Muhlenberg House is completely restored to the way 
it was when Henry Muhlenberg lived there. Henry was the 
first Lutheran pastor in the U.S. and his family was heavily 
involved with politics in Colonial times. His son Peter was a 
General under George Washington and fought for 
Independence. Another son, Frederick, was the first and third 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the first signer of the 
Bill of Rights; he cast the deciding vote on the Jay Treaty and 
held positions in the Pennsylvania State Assembly and 
Montgomery County. 

Come visit soon and bring friends and some younger family 
members. We are open Sundays, 1 :30 to 4 :00pm, until 
September 14th (except Labor Day weekend). •:• 

SUMMER 2008 NEWSLETTER 

Timely Information - Please, Do Not Delay! 

Wish List . . .  

If you can provide any of  the following items, The Historical Society 
would be most grateful ! 

O ADA-compliant toilet to replace the outmoded one in Rest 
Room at Dewees Museum (cost not to exceed $300) 

O One box each of Legal and Letter size Hanging File Folders 
O Four Legal S ize File Drawer Frames for Hanging File Folders 
O Office Supplies (stamps, copy paper (20 lb white), envelopes) 
0 Coat Rack for the Visitors Center 
O Decorative Hutch to display Gift Shop items 
O Vacuum Cleaner (upright or tank) for Dewees Museum 
0 "Open" Flag for Dewees 

Give us a call (6 1 0-489-7560) to d iscuss any item(s) you may wish to 
donate to assure that it is an appropriate match for our needs. 

If you would like to sponsor the purchase of an item listed above, we 
will research the cost and advise you. 

. . .  Thank you for your help! 

FYI: A grassroots organization called PaHR-Access (People for 

B etter Pennsylvania Historical Records Access) has started a campaign 

to have the state death certificates that are at least 50 years old become 

open records and to do what other states have started to do and have 

them available online. This kind of change would make doing historical 

and genealogical research in Pennsylvania considerably e asier. Learn 

more about this effort at: users.rcn.com/timarg/PaHR-Access.htm. 


