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New Officers Elected 
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At tire muwal meeting, new officers were elected. 1hey i11clude, left to 
right: John Stewart-Historian,· Rev. Robert Home-CJiaplain,· Gail S11yder-First 
Vice President,· Mary Htnulertmarlc-Secretary,· g11est of ho11or Rep. Ray Bimt,· 
a11d President-elect Dr. Ivan W. Hess. 

Dr. Ivan W. Hess was 
elected on November 1 1 th as 
the sixth President of the 
Historical Society of Trappe for 
a term of two years to succeed 
Dr. John C .  Shetler who com
pleted two terms and served 
four years from 1988 through 
1991 . Dr. Hess served as 
Second Vice President and 
chairperson of the Finance 
Committee during this same 
period. 

Also elected were Gail 
Snyder as First Vice President 
to succeed the Rev. Robert E. 
Horne. Mrs. Snyder has served 
as the Ways and Means 
Chairperson. Charles E. Wis
mer, Jr. will succeed Dr. Hess 
as the Second Vice President. 
Mr. Wismer earlier served as 
the Second Vice President. 
Mary Kutra Hundertmark was 
elected Secretary to succeed 
June R. Marshall .  The 
Muhlenberg Account and the 
Historical Society will be 
brought under one treasurer and 

Thomas Lachenmayer will suc
ceed the Rev. L. Eugene 
Moyer. 

The Rev. Robert E. Horne 
will succeed George H. 
Poorman as Chaplain. James T. 
Stewart has been elected as 
Historian to follow Esther 
Keller. Anne Schrack was 
reelected to the position of 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Following the election Dr. 
Shetler thanked those whose 
terms have been completed and 
who are not returning to office 
for their faithful service in ad
vancing the work of the society 
and called upon the member
ship to support the new of
ficers. 

'Person Needed 
For Snow Removal 

We urgently need someone who has a 
tractor with a plow and for deep snows a 
front end loader lo remove snow at the 
Muhlenberg House and the Dewees 
Tavern. Snow plowed on the walks by the 
highway department creates a difficult 
problem which can best be solved with a 
front end loader. If you can help or know 
of someone call Dr. Ivan Hess. 
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Dewees Tavern 
Sunday, December 8, 
1 :30 to 4:00 p.m. 

The public is invited to visit 
Dewees Tavern, 305 Main 
Street, Trappe to see the 
museum and meet the society 
officers. Because of restoration 
work at Muhlenberg House, 
only the Dewees Tavern will 
be open. Parking is available in 
the rear. If the parking area is 
filled then you may park at the 
Muhlenberg House, inspect the 
exterior and walk one half block 
to Main Street and Route 1 13. 

An updated brochure on 
Muhlenberg House will be . 
available at the open house. 
Artifacts from Muhlenberg 
House will also be on display. 
A model of Muhlenberg House 
as of 1 776 created by Christina 
Henry of the John Milner firm 
and mounted under glass by 
Ralph Yocum Glass Co. will be 
shown. 

Come and enjoy Christmas 
refreshment and join in historic 
conversation. 

Will You Help 
On Matching Gift? 

The matching gift offer for the 
restoration of Muhlenberg House 
which began on June 1st has 
produced $20,965 to October 
31st. With the help of our friends 
we can still raise $4,044 by the 
end of the year and receive the 
gift of $25,000 from the 
Anonymous Donor. 
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Testing A New Process 
At Muhlenberg House 

Balvac president Jim Gallo, left and his 1rorker, apply vacuum to a section 
of the baseme1it sub-flooring. 

/ / 
A Balvac employee applies epoxy via sipho11 to sectUm of the first floor 

flooring during the test. 

Under the direction of Restoration Architect, John Milner, a 
lOxlO foot square area of the first floor framing structure of 
Muhlenberg House is being used as a test area for preservation 
of existing 1 8th century joists and paling of lathe and mud. By 
use of a vacuum process, epoxy is drawn into the wood to sta
bilize and harden it. The information gained will enable a plan 
to be developed for stabilizing the entire first floor framing 
structure which is basic to the restoration of the remainder of 
the building. The use of equipment was donated by Balvac, Inc. 
of Buffalo, NY and the material by the manufacturer which 
reduces the cost to $2, 900. 

We now need to receive a steady flow of contributions to 
complete the first floor timbers. 

JAMES STEWART, MANAOINO EDITOR 

President Shetler 
'Expresses 

Appreciation 
December 31st concludes my 

second tenn as president of the 
Historical Society of Trappe, 
Perkiomen Valley. I am con
vinced it is important to con
tinue the precedent of recent 
years and confine my time as 
president to two tenns which to
tals four years of service 
(1988-1991). It is also impor
tant to pass the leadership and 
involve additional persons. 

Hundreds of people 
throughout the Perkiomen 
Valley and beyond have made 
these four years a landmark 
time with the purchase of the 
Muhlenberg property. All that 
has been accomplished could 
not have been done without the 
sacrifice, generosity and hard 
work of hundreds of people. I 
express my heartfelt thanks to 
every single person. It has not 
always been possible to say or 
write a personal thanks to 
everyone, but by means of this 
newsletter I speak personally 
to each and every one of you. 
Each of you is an important 
living stone in the foundation 
and walls of this building which 
is Trappe, Perkiomen Valley, 
Montgome1y County, the state 
and the nation. There are so 
many opportunities to pass on 
the heritage and develop 
leadership which will carry fu
ture generations into the next 
century. 

I ask your cooperation and 
support for the new qtficers 
who will lead the society and 
the community through the 
1992 Anniversarv Year and res
toration of Muhlenberg House. 

-JOHN c. SHETLER, PRF.sIDENT 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
1 988- 1 99 1  

1988- Plans began for the 25th 
Anniversary of the Society. -
Began to consider what would 
happen when Muhlenberg 
House would be placed on the 
market some day. 

1989- June 14th the 25th 
Anniversary of the Society. 
Honored the memory of 
Frederick Grimison, the 
founder and paid respect to 
Mrs. Grimison. - Learned the 
Muhlenberg House would be 
placed on sale. President began 
conversations with William 
Grimison and expressed our 
interest. John Stewart and John 
Shetler discussed agreement of 
sale. Mr. Stewart made com
mitment for society with a per
sonal check of $500.00 to be 
held by Mr. Grimison. 
Community interest developed 
by a campaign of news and 
concern in 1he Independent. 
-Board of Directors approved 
and an agreement of sale was 
signed on August 2, 1989 with 
a payment to be made through a 
purchase mortgage. - Board 
approved the establishment of 
the Muhlenberg Committee. 
John Shetler and John Stewart 

-A Partial Report-
graduate students in restoration 
from the University of 
Pennsylvania. - Trappe and 
Perkiomen Valley residents, 
business and industry from far 
and wide began to make con
tributions to the purchase of the 
Muhlenberg House. - In 12 
months the entire purchase 
price was paid and the 
mortgage was satisfied. Line of 
credit was opened to begin res
toration work and pay the 
mortgage interest. - Dewees 
Tavern was painted and new 
roof installed on horse shed. -
Trappe Day was enlarged to 
Heritage Sunday and the com
munities of Collegeville and 
Evansburg were included with 
the cooperation of the 
Collegeville-Trappe Minister
ium. Recognition of the signing 
of the Bill of Rights by 
Frederick A. Muhlenberg was 
given by Wilson Stradley, Esq. 
in the Old Augustus Lutheran 
Church. - A flea market was 
begun for the support of the 
Muhlenberg House. - Thinking 
began for the celebration of the 
275th Anniversary of the 
Settlement of Trappe. 

became co-chairmen. - 1991- Second term of graduate 
Purchase mortgage was signed student began work at 
with a quarterly payment of Muhlenberg House. All dis
$62,500 on the purchase price coveries were placed in a com
of $250, 000 at 8 % interest. - puter file. Analysis of paint, 
Trappe Day was observed with plaster, and paper began at the 
a visit to the Mordecai Evans University of Pennsylvania. 
House owned by Mr. and Mrs. Decision was made by the 
William Steppe. Board to restore the house to 

1776 when Muhlenberg ac
quired the property. Board ap
proved continuing Mr. John 
Milner to execute the restora-

1 990- Engagement of John 
Milner, A . I.A .  as restoration 
architect and with a team of 

tion. - Contributions ranged 
from 50 cents to thousands of 
dollars from more than 1000 in
dividual persons, businesses, 
corporations and foundations . . 
The Century Club was founded 
for long range support by per
sons who will contribute $1 ,000 
per year for ten years. - Line of 
credit was completely paid. 
There is no debt on the proper
ty. Heritage Sunday, 
September 15,  Chief Judge, 
Louis Bechtle, U.S. District 
Court, Eastern District, speaks 
on 1 st Amendment and pays 
tribute to Frederick A. 
Muhlenberg, first signer of the 
Bill of Rights. 

I express my appreciation to 
all those who have given gifts of 
money, time . and material. 
Trappe and the Perkiomen 
Valley have a great future. 

May God bless you all. 

JoHN C. SHEn.ER., D.D. 
PREsIDENT 1988-1991 

Photos in diis us11e by 
Jolm Perla/111e Independent 

Folding Tables Needed 
The Muhlenberg House 

needs folding tables. We need 
work tables for use during the 
year for processing artifacts, 
sorting books, and preparing 
for the annual flea market. 

If you have a folding table 
you no longer want, please call 
Gail Snyder, 489-0927 or any 
member of the Muhlenberg 
Committee. We can use 14 
tables. 



275TH A.NNlvERSARY YEAR 
SCHEDULE 

Throughout 1991 Trappe celebrates the 275th anniversary of its settlement by Jacob 
Schrack. who operated the Trappe Tavern after which the community was named. An 

Anniversary Committee of the Borough is in charge . 
• 

May 16- Parade honoring veterans of all wars since the founding of the nation. 
June 14- Historical Society Community Flag Day Dinner 

June 25- Grange Fair celebrates the anniversary. 
Sept. 20- Heritage Sunday - Festival of Faith observes 250th Anniversary of Henry 

Melcliior Muhlenberg's arrival in Trappe. 
Sept. 26- Anniversary Flea Market 

Nov. 1 1- Historical Society Community Dinner 
Nov. 15- St. Luke's Reformed Church 250th Anniversary of Founding 

Dec. 6- Historical Society Christmas Open House 
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