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The Musical Life of Trappe,

From your President-Elect . . .

Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley
Fussy

Gottlieb

Mittelberger,

whose

three-year

soj ourn in colonial Pennsylvania in the early 1 750s
was chronicled for all would-be German immigrants
to check out, had some very strong opinions about
this new land-the life and customs of both city folks
and country folks. So we'd expect him to have some
thing to say about the musical life he encountered as
he installed pipe organs and held the offices of
schoolmaster and organist at Augustus Lutheran
Church in Trappe.
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You can sample of bit of his

writings in another column of this newsletter (pg. 2).

What Mittelberger had no way of anticipating was
that the modest musical life of 1 7th century Trappe
blossomed over the next two and a half centuries
until modem-day writers could claim the area to be
the center of musical activity, including brass bands,
singing societies, glee clubs, and chamber music.

The Musical Life of Trappe, Collegeville, and the

Perkiomen Valley will be the central focus of our
historical society's programs and museum exhibits.
While we already possess a modest collection of
hymnals, song books, and sheet music, we are asking
our members and friends to dig into their basements
and crawl through their attics looking for old musical
instruments, means of reproducing music (Victrolas,
music boxes, early radios, etc.), and anything else
that will tell our story (or sing our song). Two reed

Wow! It's hard to bel ieve. A decade ago our Historian asked me
if l could lend some assistance to the Society, in the way that only

he could. I told him up front that I wasn't an historian but did have

some time and maybe some skills I could offer. Well, the rest is
history; an exciting tale of a journey that gains in richness in so
many ways with each passing day I find myself in your midst.
My story is not unique. I'm sure that many of you could share
equally compelling reasons for being counted among the
membership of our Society. It is about giving of our special gifts
and receiving back so much in return through the people we work
with and the visitors we meet. It is knowing that we are the critical
e l ement that assures that the mission of safeguarding the rich
history of our area is kept alive as our founders had wished it over
four decades ago. It is the joy that comes in telling our many
stories to others. It is the pride we feel in what has been accom
plished in our Henry Muhlenberg House and Dewees Tavern to
safeguard our heritage for future generations.
We hold the legacy of our past in our hands with every artifact
that comes into our possession. We have the privilege of sharing
our treasure each time we open ourselves up to our community.
This past year we focused on education and also offered a glimpse
at past funeral practices. We provided a gathering place for our
veterans to tell their stories and welcomed our neighbors and
friends to experience a Candlelight Christmas. We came together
to celebrate our oneness on Flag Day and Veterans Day. In the
coming months we will be focusing our attention on how mu si c
has permeated and influenced the culture and life of our com
munity. We will also be taking a look back at the electoral process
.

since our Dewees Tavern once served as the local polling place.

organs now grace the Andrew Miller Room in the

Elsewhere in this issue you will be challenged to continue your

Dewees Tavern, but neither of them is playable .

membership in the Society. I invite you to go a step or two further

Perhaps a member could help us to get them back

and invite friends and neighbors to also become partners with us

into shape so we can gather around in the parlor and

and, perhaps, even increase your contribution a bit.
I would also welcome you to take the risk I did a decade ago

sing those grand old ballads of yesteryear.
It is also our plan to feature a number of local

musicians in small recitals in the Henry Muhlenberg

House on Sunday afternoons, sharing with us the

kind of music Henry and Maria would have enjoyed.
What we do with the theme this summer is limited
only by the number of ideas and artifacts our
membership shares with us.
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Visit our Website: www.trappehistoricalsociety.org
Sponsors:

TR Insurance Group, Inc.

Holcombe Funeral Home, Inc.

and become an active part of our volunteer effort. Who knows
where that may lead? I know that I wouldn't be the same person if
it were not for having come into your midst.
Finally, a note of special thanks. We would not be where we
are today without the leadership of our past President, Myrna

Knaide. She saw us through some difficult times and opened up
new vistas of opportunity for us. Thank you Myrna, and husband
Chuck, for all that you are and what you do with us.
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Donating Artifacts . . . I f you have an artifact to loan or donate to our exhibits,

Journey to Pennsylvania

please register them and complete the paperwork at the office on Tuesday or

by Gottlieb Mittelberger
Edited and Translated by
Oscar Handlin and John Clive,
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, MA 1 960

Thursday between 9am and 1 2pm. Each will be reviewed by the Museum
Committee. Not all artifacts are appropriate to our collections, and we hope
you will understand if this is the case.

Working together, we can create

interpretive exhibits and displays for all to enjoy. Thank you for your help!

(Pp. 87-88) '· . . . on the other hand, it is still pretty
difficult to hear good music. In the capital city of
Philadelphia there is neither English nor German
church music. Some Englishmen occasionally give

An Evening ofA ntique Appraisals
On November 2, 2007 The Historical Society hosted a successful

spinet or harpsichord concerts in private houses. I

fundraising event-An Evening of Antique Appraisals. It was held at the

brought the first organ into the country (built in

historic Columbia Train Station in Phoenixville, with a lavish buffet of

Heilbronn); it now stands in a high German

salmon, carved beef, a selection ofAsian delicacies, and an out-of-this-world

Lutheran Church in the C ity of Philadelphia. After

dessert table.

this organ had been installed there and tuned, it was
consecrated with great rejoining, and delivered to
the Christian C hurch of St. Michael for the praise,

glory, and service of God. At this great and joyous
festival there appeared fifteen Lutheran preache rs
.

as well as the entire vestries of all the Evangelical
churches. The number of people present was im
mense. Many people came a great distance, ten,
twenty, thirty, forty, up to fifty hours' journey in
order to see and hear this organ. The number of
people listening, standing inside and outside the
church, German and Engl ish has been estimated at
,

several thousand.

On the second of this solemn

and joyous festival all the assembled Lutheran
preachers and vestries held a conference in the
course of which I was appointed schoolmaster and

All of this was topped off by our guest appraisers from Alderfer' s
Auctions of Hatfield, Judy, Charlie Moyer and Bob Lucas. As they gave
insight to each item, their professionalism shined bright. We were treated
to a great evening of art work* redware pottery, jewelry, toys, small pieces
of furniture, and much more.

With their collective forte, they provided

important history on the item as well as cleaning and storing advice. The
question ofthe evening was, "What did you pay and how much is it worth?"
Our three appraisers stressed keeping a history of your item; just j otting a
small note of this can add value.
The evening made a profit of $2, 1 54.57. Our Sponsors for the evening:
Platinum-First Priority Bank, Harleysville National Bank and Trust, Drew
Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Wiernusz;

Gold-Epps Advertising,

Meschter Insurance Group, Inc., M-K Computing Services, TR Insurance

Group Inc. ;

Silver-Avalanche Salon and Spa,

Beth Ann' s

Flowers,

Gorski Construction Company, Karr-Barth Assoc., Marshall Geoscience

organist. As I became better and better known in

Inc., John Ohler, Piazza Honda, Print Copy Design Solutions, Sovereign

Pennsylvania, and people found out that I brought

Bank, and Twin Things Advertising Specialties. Our thanks to them and

fine and good instruments with me, many English

also to Linda Wiemusz, Chair, Ruth Daller, Pat Tomko, Myrna Knaide,

and German families came ten, twenty, up to thirty

Joyce Haas, Richard Holcombe and Sandy Musselman for their many hours

hours' journey to hear these instruments and to see
the organ. And they were greatly surprised, since
they had never in all their lives seen or heard an

organ or any of these instruments. At the present
time there are already six organs in Pennsylvania

.

The first in Phi lade lphia, the second in German

town, the third in Providence, the fourth in New

of hard work.
As a result of this success, and in addition to many requests, in the Spring
of 2009 we will host another Evening of Antique Appraisals.
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Political Campaign Exhibit
The Museum Committee is assembling an exhibit of political campaign

Hanover, the fifth in Tulpehocken, and the sixth in

ephemera and realia (a word learned from the Evangelical and Reformed

Lancaster, all of which came into the country

Historical Society) for the front room of the Tavern. We are soliciting the

during the four years of my stay there."

loan of anything from any campaign, from George Washington to George

[The consecration of the organ is also described in

Bush and beyond: buttons, pennants, broadsides, songs, photos, fliers. Help

Herny M. Muhlenberg Journals, Philadelphia,

us to create something Henry A. Hunsicker might recognize. Just call or e

1 942, I, 276.]

mail the Society office and hop on the bandwagon! ! !

Double Your Donation

Fire Protection information

When you make your donation to the Historical

We need to update our fire protection systems in both the Dewees

Society, find out if your company has a

Museum and the Henry Muhlenberg House. No one on the Buildings

"Matching Donation Program." Several of our

Committee knows how to evaluate our fire extinguishers and fire

donors have done this and have made an already

detection systems. We are hoping one of our members or supporters

generous gift even larger-which has enhanced

have some knowledge in this field and can advise us on how we should

our ability to maintain the expenses of our two

proceed. If anyone can help, please call our Buildings Chairman, Larry

historical sites.

DiPiano at 6 1 0-489-776 1 .

Thank youfor your help!
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Eagle Scout Honored
Scout Stephen McMillin took on the project of painting
the v isitor's center and shed at the Muhlenberg House in

2005 .

This was to be his project to become an Eagle

Scout. It is a test of leadership, organizational skills, as

well as perseverance to complete the project. His task
was to put together a plan to paint the building and follow
through until it was completed. He got volunteer scouts,
friends, and family to come and do the work. He planned
when and how everything was to be done. Everything was documented by the
scout leaders. It took a couple of weekends to complete, and the end result

1---------------1
I Renew your Membership . . . and i11vite and
encouragefriends and neighbors to join!
I
I
D Student
$ I 0.00
I
I
0 Individual
$25 .00
I
D Family
$50.00
I
0 Supporting
$ 1 00.00 - $249.00
I
0 Patron
$250.00 - $499.00
I
O Sustaining
$500.00 - $999.00
0

looked excellent.
On January 1 3, 2008, Stephen became an Eagle Scout in a ceremony at
Trinity U.C.C. Church in Col legeville.
impressive.

The ceremony itself was very

It took about an

Name:

Benefactor

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

$ 1 000.00 and up

�������

Address:

hour and many dignitaries from
our

local

area

were

there,

including representatives from

Tel No.

our

e-mail address:

state

senator

and

state

representative. We congratulate
Stephen McMillin for a job well
done!
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Checks Payable to:
Mail to:

as they settle into their new homes. Why not drop them a note? The Taits
new address is 8 1 5 Map lewood Drive, Apt. 3 56, Harleysville, PA 1 943 8.
Mrs. Clement can very soon be reached at 2400 Crystal Cove Lane, Apt.

2 1 3-1, Destin, FL 32550.
++++++++ I I I I I I I I I I I I I

IN MEMORIAM
William H. Clement passed victorious from this life on January 1 4, 2008,
having reached the age of 93 years. He is survived by his wife, Evelyn,
and two daughters, Eileen Boardman of Fort Collins, CO, and Joyce

Restoration Committee and a strong supporter of the Society's many
activities. His deep interest in his community resulted in a term as Mayor
of Trappe Borough as well as other civic involvements.
Over the years Bill kept a scrapbook ofnewspaper items chronicling the
many achievements ofthe Trappe community. Mrs. Clement has provided
the Society with this rich historical record.
We mark William Clement's passing with fond memories of his
partnership with us and deep gratitude for the rich legacy he has left to his
community, his church, and the Trappe Historical Society.

1 9426-0708

L---------------�
Enclosed with this newsletter is updated informa
tion about the status of your membership.

Your

dues help us maintain our two historical sites, so
please consider renewing if your membership has
lapsed. We also would appreciate donations from
our life members to help with our growing
expenses. We thank you for your membership and,
with your help, look forward to a successful
financial 2008 !

Fundraising 2008

who resides in California.
Bill and Evelyn gave much to the life of the Society over the many

26708

Collegeville, PA

Chavella of Niceville, FL, two grandsons, and a younger brother, Frank,

years of their membership. He was a member of the Muhlenberg House

Richard Holcombe
The Historical Society
P.O. Box

Best Wishes . . .
. . . to Dr. Edwin and Margery Tait, and Mrs. William (Evelyn) Clement

The Historical Society

Much like the Amish barn raising, we need the
help of our membership. Our first project this
year will be a raffle.

American Girl has

donated a doll, "Felicity."

This event will

coincide with Heritage Day in September and
wrap

up

with

the

Candlelight

Tour

in

December.
We are looking for a few more sponsors to
help make this raffle even more exciting. For a
small amount of money you could add an item

to the raffle. Tickets will be $2.00 each or 3 for

$5 .00. Please check our website for pictures of
The Historical Society of Trappe, Collegeville, Perkiomen Valley, Inc., is a Pennsylvania non-profit

corporation, a 501 (c)(3), exempt organization under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and is registered

the raffle items.
This event should bring in more families and,
most importantly, awareness of the Society.

with the Pennsylvania Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations. Official registration

Any questions call Linda Wiernusz, Fund

Registration does not imply endorsement Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

raising Chair at 6 1 0-489-8805.

and financial information may be obtained by calling toll-free (within Pennsylvania) 1-800-732-0999.
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Timely Information - Please, Do Not Delay!

Trappe

We have decided to partner with local townshi ps and boroughs in order

to widen our horizons and our range of choices at reasonable prices. For details, call

6 1 0-489-7560
417

or visit our website: www.trappehistoricalsociety.org.

$91

Odyssey Boat Cruise
Departure:
Return:

6:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

7/27 Atlantic City

If you can provide any of the following items,
The Historical Society would be most grateful!
$10

8:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
Return:
(See information on 7/16)
Departure:

Enjoy a 3-hour cruise along the Potomac

on

to

the

Vietnam, and Korean memorials.

6/22 Atlantic City
Departure:
Return:

WWI,

$10

0 Office Supplies (postage, copy paper,

8/2 Washington, DC
Departure: 7:30 a.m.
9:30 p.m.
Return:

$45

Spend the day in our Nation's Capital.
There' s no end to places to visit--the

9:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

National Gallery ofArt, Lincoln Memorial

on the beach, shop, dine-just enjoy a

-and much, much more.

Return:

0 Coat Rack for the Visitors Center

0 Decorative Hutch to display items
in the Visitors Center

Give us a call at 610-489-7560 to discuss any
item(s) you may wish to donate to assure that

relaxing day in AC!

Departure:

file folders, envelopes, etc.)

Smithsonian, National History Museum,

Visit the casinos, walk the Boardwalk, sit

7/16 New York City

Track Lighting

of six required Fire Extinguishers

music, and unmatched views of national
Then

D

0 Subsidize the cost of one or more

River, along with an elegant lunch, live
monuments.

Wish List . . .

it is an appropriate match for our needs.
$40

8:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

8/10 Cape May/Whale Watch
Departure:
Return:

$55

8:00 a.m.
8:00 p.m.

Spend a day on your own in NYC starting

Shop in quaint Cape May on arrival, then

museum, enjoy a tour of the Big Apple!

watch-what a great day!

in Times Square-see a show, visit a

spend the afternoon on an exciting whale

If you would like to sponsor the purchase of
an item listed above, we will research the

cost and advise you.
.

.

•

Thankyoufor your help!

