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Fall Festivities 
O n  November 1 1 th over forty members and friends gathered at the 
Bay Pony Inn for our annual Veterans Day Dinner and Annual 
meeting of our Society. Fol lowing a del ic ious meal, Historian 
Nancy Webster treated us to an ins ide look at the events and people 

that shaped the Battle of 
Bra11dywiue. Her pre
sentation, which was en
thus iastica l ly received, 
conveyed her thorough 
knowledge of th is impor
tant time i n  our h istory, 
and her extens ive sl ide 

' col lection depicted a 
, vivid representation of 

b the Battle of Brandy-
Nancy Webster {right) with Dona M. McDermott. · 

ti S · · Ad · · · Ad · 
wine. 

ze oc1ety s mm1strat1ve visor. 
The fol lowing Sunday 

afternoon veterans and friends of The Society gathered in Dewees 
Tavern to share stories and see some of the art ifacts we recently 
added to our Military Exltibit which were donated by the 
Schwenksville America11 Legio11 Post. . Some interesting 
recol lections of his WWII experiences were shared by Mr. Charles 
Fegely. . 

Our Ca11dleligltt Tour of the Henry Melchior Muhlellberg 
House was greeted by the largest group ever for th is  event. 
Approximately 1 00 v isitors were introduced to the people and 
events that marked the beginning of the Revolutionary War. They 
then fol lowed our candle-l it walkway for their tour of the house that 
became the temporary home of as many as 26 family members and 
friends during those tumultuous early months of the War that 
touched so many l ives. Our Gift Shop became its own destination 
for some l ight refreshment and conversation. Our Tour Guides did 
an excel lent job of interpreting the various rooms and their artifacts. 

2008 Raffle Winllers 
Our 2008 Raffle turned out to be a winner in its own right. Of the 
many who participated, our largest sale of tickets was on Heritage 
Day in September. With many thanks to a l l  who bought raffle 
tickets, we raised about $470. 

The three winners were del ighted. Th ird prize went to Teresa 
Soffa who won two American Girl doll  outfits . We also received 
a matching donation of $ 1 20 from Mr. Soffa's  employer. Second 
prize, a $75 Target gift card, went to Esther Lowes. Mrs . Lowes 
used her card to help needy people through her church-how 
awesome is that great g ift?!  First prize of an American G irl Dol l  
was won b y  seven-year-old Sophia W iernusz, who expressed to us 
that she used her own money to buy her t ickets. Congratulat ions to 
al l !  For our first raffle in  many years, we did quite wel l .  •!• 

From Our Presidellt . . .  

It's been around longer than I have and, l ike so many 
historic mi lestones, makes it easy to forget what l i fe  must 
have been l ike before the signing of the Social Security 
Act on August 1 4, 1 9 3 5 .  In fact, before I read Historian 
Judith Meier' s excel lent compilation of the Muhlenberg' s 
first winter in Trappe after return ing from Phi ladelphia i n  
1 776, I j ust natural ly referred to our Muhlenberg House 
as the fami ly's retirement home. Nothing could  be 
further from the truth ! At a t ime in l ife when many of us 
could finally th ink about using our t ime and energy to do 
the th ings we want to do, here i s  Father ftfu/z/enberg 
back home again shepherding the flocks he gathered three 
decades earl ier. 

It was interesting to note that some of the i l l nesses that 
sti l l  plague us today, albeit with more scientific sounding 
names, were around then too to add just one more misery 
to winter. The d ifference is that today modern medicine 
can provide treatment that lessens the consequences 
associated with many affl ictions that were once severely 
debil itating and could even be l ife threatening. 

I was also led to wonder what Friedrich Muhlenberg's 
travels to New Hanover and then to Peikstown must have 
been l ike before Governor Pinchot finally got the farmers 
of Pennsylvania out of the mud in the l 920' s. A lso, 
where d id Friedrich ford the Schuylki l l  with the water up 
to his sadd le in  the freezing temperatures of February 
1 777? Was it at Parker-ford where his  brother Peter 
crossed with the troops in September 1 777? Or was there 
a lready a "Royers-ford''? Bridges at both p laces and 
paved roads assure us that we' l l  never know what that 
"commute" was l ike. 

I 've only l ived in Pike land (now known as East 
P ikeland Township) for a bit over 25 years, but I st i l l  
remember the General Pike Hotel that stood at the 
intersection of Rts. 23 and 1 13. What I never knew was 
that the location of the h istoric Zion Lutltera11 Churcli 
was once called Peikstown. 

H istory helps us to put our l ives i nto perspective. But  
more than that, it recal ls  for us  the dreams and creativity 
of our predecessors that bring so many benefits to our 
l ives today. As we embark on another New Year, my 
wish for all is that tomorrow's chi ldren wi l l  look back on 
our generation with thankfulness for the legacy we have 
passed on to them. 

w2, Q .  � .. &l � 

Rev. Bob Meschke, President 



From the Journals of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg ( 1 777) 
Submitted by The Rev. Judith A.  Meier, H istorian of The H istorical Society of Trappe, Collegevi l le, Perkiomen Valley 

The Christian m i nistry has a number of occupational hazards, 
some of which are particu larly threateni ng duri ng the winter. I 
personally can attest to that this winter, as an ice storm al lows me 
to stay at home this  morning to prepare this column and nurse a 
bad cold. Old Father M uhlenberg certainly wasn't immune to 
those chal lenges; in fact, they could be absol utely l i fe-threatening. 
One big d i fference: he didn't benefit from modern science and 
technology. He didn't  reach for the hand gel before breaking the 
communion bread; he didn't  smi le approvingly as the children 
coughed and sneezed into the bend of their e lbows; he didn't rush 
to wash his hands after shaking hands with his congregation; he 
d idn' t put his 4-wheel drive into gear to get through the snow 
banks or across the swollen creeks. Let h i m  describe one 
especial ly rough spel l  in early 1 777:  

January 28 - In the morning our chi ldren and re latives set out on 
their return journey to Phi ladelphia. Mr. Kuntze, his wi fe, their 
three-months-old child, and my youngest daughter Salome drove 
off i n  a stage-coach, and Mr. Hal l and his  wife, Henrich 
Muhlenberg's parents-in-law, drove away in a chaise. The roads 
are very bad for driving. Friedrich Muhlenberg is their driver. 
Those of us who now remain here are we two oldsters, Henrich 
Muhlenberg's wife and chi ld, Friedrich M Ohlenberg, his wife, and 
their chi ldren. 
J an. 29 - I was i l l ,  took some medicine,  and wrote. 
Jan.  30 - Not yet i mproved. Had a visit from Dr. Bodo Otto, of 
Reading . . . .  
J an. 3 1 - Am severely affl icted with catarrhal fever. I have not had 
it for a long time, and it worries me especial ly because I have 
promised to preach in New H anover next S unday and have no 
voice left. Fortunately Friedrich Mlihlenberg came back in the 
evening from Philadelphia with the stagecoach.  They had an 
uncommonly difficult journey to P h i l adelphia on Tuesday; they 
were stuck in the mud twice, fi nal ly h ad to proceed on foot, and 
d id not reach the c ity until  ten o ' clock in the evening . . . .  
Feb. 2 - Candlemas. Friedrich Mlihlenberg rode to New Hannover 
over unusually bad roads and in  wet weather, in order to conduct 
d ivine service there. I was unable to go because I am sti l l  suffering 
severely from catarrhal fever and cannot speak. He visited Mr. 
Voigt after the service and dined with h im.  H e  returned safely in 
the rain, splattered with mud from head to foot. His horse fel l  
u nder him only once. Uninjured, thank God ! 
Feb. 4-5 - Am p l agued with the catarrhal fever and a hectic cough 

Feb. 6 - My malady continues stubbornly . . . .  
Feb. 8 - My catarrhal condition continues, yet I have progressed so 
far that I can write and read somewhat and can force some sounds 
to make myself heard. My son Friedrich rode to the other side of 
the Schulkiel today in order to conduct divine service in  Peikstown 
tomorrow. The roads are muddy, the water is high, and, to make 
matters worse, it  is raining today. 
Feb. 9 - In the morni ng I rode [a neighbor lent me a horse in order 
that I might ride] the hal f-mi le  from our house to A ugustus 
Church, for I was unable [did not venture] to go so far afoot on 
account of my weakness and the bad condition of the road . . . .  
After the service I prepared to set out for home. In spite of the 
help which the deacons and elders rendered in getting me onto the 

horse, the stirrup broke [unexpectedly] and I fel l  down on my side. 
As a result I injured [bruised] the short ribs on my left side, and 
this caused severe pain. Toward evening Friedrich M uhlenberg 
returned home safely. The Schulkiel was so h igh that the water 
reached to the sadd le of his [tal l ]  horse . . . .  
February 1 0  - In  the afternoon H .  Muhlenberg, Jr., arrived from 
Phi ladelphia in order to take h is dear family down with him. 
Friedrich Muhlenberg at once offered to take me and them down 
in the stagecoach with his horses. It is true that I was asked to go 
to Phi ladelphia in order to attend the congregational meeting for 
the accounting, which is usually held in  January, but was not held 
then on account of the disturbances of war, but I cannot go now 
owing to my physical infirmity. Moreover, Heinrich and his 
family cannot get through, either, because the roads are sti l l  very 
muddy and d i fficult to negotiate. 
Feb. 1 4  - During the past night almost a foot of snow fell .  Today 
it is melting again, and the roads are more i mpassable than ever. 
Feb. 1 1  - I am sti l l  suffering from the catarrhal fever. My massa 

jluida is losing the l i ttle fire [salt] which sti l l  remained and is being 
transformed into ph legm, which wil l  disappear naturally [leave 
behind a caput mortuum] in the next month of M arch-i .e., in  the 
equinoctial season. 
Feb. 1 2  - My catarrhal fever continues . . . .  
Feb. 1 4  - More than a foot of snow has already fal len s ince last 
evening, and it is conti nuing to snow. The weather is severe for 
the poor fellows in the army camps. 
Feb. 1 5  - My catarrh sti l l  continues . . . .  In the even ing several 
companies of sold iers returned here to Providence from 
Ticonderoga [from Canada after serving their stipulated time]. It 
was difficult for them to find quarters. Fried�ich M uhlenberg took 
in seven of them, gave them a warm room for the night in the 
adjoining house, and suppl ied them with supper [with sauerkraut, 
which pleased them very much and for which they were thankful 
because they had not had anything warm for a long time] . . . .  
Feb. 1 6  - I am sti l l  suffering from catarrhal fever. Friedrich 
Muhlenberg rode to New Hannover over very bad roads to conduct 
divine service there and to present to the congregation the new 
deacons, Johannes Reichard and Matthias Wartman, who had been 
elected in the congregational meeting on January 20. He returned 
toward evening. Owing to my catarrhal fever, which is holding on, 
I cannot even s ing and pray with my family at home. 
Feb. 1 8  - The roads are more muddy, bottomless, and fu l l  of holes 
than they have been for many years . . . .  
Feb. 1 9  - Sti l l  suffering from chest fever and cough . . . .  
Feb. 20 - Resorted to my old remedy - an emeticum in  order to try 
to break up the viscidity in the massafluida. 
Feb. 22 - The severe cold continues. In  the evening Friedrich 
M uhlenberg returned from Phi ladelphia with the wagon and 
horses. He brought my writing desk with him, and also three doses 
of tartarum emeticum. Each dose is to be accompanied by a half
pint of water as a vehiculum . . . .  
Feb. 23 - I am sti l l  suffering from catarrhal fever . . . .  
Feb.  24 - From early this morning unt i l  late at n ight we had an 
extraordinary snowstorm. Perhaps as much as two feet of snow 
fell . . . .  

Continued on page 3 



Continued from page 2 

March l - The snow which fel l  before has not d isappeared, and 
today a heavy snowfall has been added . . . .  
M arch 2 - My neighbor, Mr. M Ui ler, was so good as to take me i n  
h is  s leigh t o  Augustus Church, and m y  voice was sufficiently 
recovered to enable me to preach, after a fashion, on the example 
of the Ethiopian chamberlain, Acts 8 . . . .  
M arch 9 - I conducted domestic devotions, but am sti l l  unable to 
s i ng on account of my catarrh . 
M arch 1 1  - A l l  kinds of petitions for the s ick. [Had al l  sorts of 
Engl ish and German visitors who sought help for the s ick, for there 
are no practitioners i n  the art of conj ecture in this whole region 
inasmuch as they have gone to the mi l itary hospitals . ]  I cannot help 
them because the Hal le medicine is exhausted. What there is left 
of it is so expensive that poor people cannot afford it . . . .  As long 
as the Halle medicines lasted, I used them accord i ng to the 
accompanying printed directions. But s ince I must do without these 
medicines on account of the closed doors (importation ban because 
of the war), I give people, who ask for it, counsel from the blessed 
Dr. Johann Samuel Carl ' s Apotheke and Dr. Tissor's Haus-Arzenei
Buch, and I show them the remedies wh ich the great Benefactor 
causes to grow on their land or before their doors without payments 
or i nterest. Perhaps the phys ic ians wi l l  soon return and I wil l  be 
rel ieved of this burden. 

Father MUhlenberg's words and experiences are humbl ing indeed. 

Visit "The Historian 's Corner" at our website: 
www.trappehistoricalsociety.org 

Tile Gift Shop at the Muh/e11berg House 

Improvements to our Gift Shop at the Vis itors Center is making 
s ignificant headway. For the Candlel ight Tour in  December we had 
many new gift items for sale, as wel l  as lots of new books relating to 
the Hol idays. 

Thanks to a donation from member Kate M inardi ,  we now h ave a 
hutch i n  which to d isplay some of our gift items (see left in photo 
below). Come S pring, we hope to have m any new items to offer. A 
local business, Checkerberry's, was kind enough to donate gift bags. 

Take time at our next event to stop by and v isit The G i ft  Shop. If 
you would like to make an appointment, cal l  Linda Wiernusz at 6 1 0-
489-8805. ·:· 

Annual Tree-Trimming at the Visitors Center 
On December 2nd five students from the Fifth Grade Art Class at 

South Elementary, i n  
keeping with an annual 

1 hol iday tradition, were 
welcomed to the Vis itors 
Center and G i ft  Shop at 
the Henry Muhlenberg 
House. There they placed 
ornaments created in their  
art class on our Christmas 
tree in preparation for our 

=== Can d le l ight Tour o n  
Students Kimmy Schultz, Isabel DeGuzman, Casey December 7th. 
Beatty, Kendall Bamghose, Jenna Venafra, and We truly appreciate 
teachers Laurie Zampirri and Amie Venezia. ti · ffi rt 1 1eir e o s .  •:• 

,------------------------------------------------------. 
I I 
I I 
1 Renew your Members/zip . . .  and invite and 1 

I 
encourage friends and neighbors to join! : 

Name: 

Address: 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Student 
Individual 
Fami ly 
Supporting 

0 Patron 
0 Sustaining 
0 Benefactor 

$ 1 0.00 
$25.00 
$50.00 
$ 1 00.00 - $249.00 
$250.00 - $499.00 
$500.00 - $999.00 
$I 000.00 and up 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Tel No. _______ e-mail address: ________ : 

Checks Payable to: 

Mail to: 

The Historical Society 

Richard Holcombe 
The Historical Society 
P.O. Box 26708 
Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  J 

Tour Guide Reception 
Tour Guides are the critical e lement in showcasing our Dewees 
Tavern and Muh lenberg House. As we look forward to our 
Summer Sunday open days, we are in the m idst of encouraging 
members and friends to help.  A reception for our current and 
past Tour Guides and persons who have expressed an interest i n  
providing this i mportant service i s  p lanned fo r  Sunday, 
February 1 5th , I :OOpm to 3 :OOpm at the Visitors Center at the 
Henry M u hlenberg House. Why not p lan to jo in us for what 
prom ises to be an interesting afternoon? •:• 

Muell Needed Improvements at Dewees . • . .  We are hoping 
to acquire funding through our membership to paint and 
weatherize the windows and doors at Dewees. We are 
counting on your  generosity to accomplish this proj ect. 
Please complete the Certificate of Gift below and return it 
with your tax-deductible donation-thank you/or your help! 

C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  G I F T 

for Painting and Energy Saving Weatherizing 
of Windows and Doors at  Dewees 

Enclosed is a check made payable to The Historical Society . . . .  

Des ignated for: 

In  the Name of: 

In Memory of: -----------------

Street 

City Slale Zip Tel. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

0 $25 0 $50 0 $ 100 D $500 

Clip and Mail to: The Historical Society 

D $ 1 ,000 0 Other l 
I 
I 
I 
I 

P.O. Box 26708 Collegeville, PA 1 9426-0708 I 
I 
I 
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WINTER 2008-2009 NEWSLETTER 

Timely I11formatio11 - Please, Do Not Delay! 

Special Offer! As a "thank you" for travel ing with us, a bus has been reserved on March 3rd-at no cost to you!-to Showboat Casino in 
Atlantic City! On arrival in AC, you wi l l  receive $5 from Showboat. Also, there wi I I  be a drawing for a$ I 00 cash prize from the casino (you 
must have a Harrah's Total Reward Card to be el igible for the $ 1 00). Leave from U pper Providence Township Building at 9 :4 5am, return 
at 5 :30pm. Please call Pat Mancuso at 61 0-489- 7560 ASAP as this is limited to the first 40 people who sign up! 

Recent Gifts and Acquisitions 
It's back home again for a beautifully restored Jelly Cupboard 
that once resided in our Dewees Tavern when its owner, Sallie 
Smith Thomas, l ived in what i s  now known as the Andrew Mi l ler 
portion of the house. I t  was recently donated in  Mrs. Thomas' 
memory by her granddaughter, Theresa Thomas Keyser 
(Gottscftall) Poley . In  addition to the cupboard, Mrs. Poley also 
contributed some interesting oral memories of fun days spent 
playing in the house and the "root cel lar" out back. 

Trappe Borough continues to be a supporter of our work to 
preserve our community's rich h istoric legacy with a generous 
gift. 

Mrs. Marjorie Krug has seeded our fund for Paint ing and 
Weatherization with her donation in memory of her husband and 
long t ime active participant in  The Society, Louis A. Krug. 

Pledges of assistance with our maintenance and upkeep 
projects have been received from Sun Power Builders (Jon 
Costanza) to replace the entry ramp at the Visitors Center and 
from R&M Construction of Oaks, PA (Ron Reikert) for 
instal lation of our ADA compl iant toi let when a donor for the 
item itself comes forth (see Wish List at right). 

Archeologists Matt Harris and Juliet Gerhardt are help i ng us 
sort out our treasures derived from the "dig" at Mu/rle11berg 
House and also artifacts entrusted to us by Walter Payne. •:• 

Wish List . . .  If  you can provide any of the fol lowing, The 

Historical Society would be most grateful !  

D ADA compl iant toi let for Dewees Tavern 

D Tour Guides for Dewees Tavern and the Henry Muhlenberg 
House 

D Members for our Committees: Fund Raising/Gift Shop, Property, 
Museum, Heritage Day, Hospitality 

D Save our Carriage Shed at Dewees 

D Painting and energy saving weatherization of windows and doors 
at Dewees (see page 2) 

Give us a call (6 1 0-489-7560) to d iscuss any item(s) you may wish to 
donate to assure that it is an appropriate match for our needs. 

If you would l ike to sponsor a project or purchase an item l isted 
above, we wi l l  research the cost and advise you. 

. . .  Thank you for your help! 
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